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THE ARCHIDOXIES OF THEOPHRASTUS PARACELSUS.*

BOOK I

. CONCERNING THE MYSEERY OF THE MYcRocosM. + -

F, my dearest sons, we consider the misery by whith ave are detained in a

I. gross and gloomy dwelling’, fxposed to hunger and to many and various
accidents, from all souices, by which wg arc overwhelmed and su'rrounded,

we see that we could scartely flourish, or even live, so long as we followed
the medici.nc prescribed by the ancients. For we were continually hedged in
by calamities and bitter conditions, and were bound with terrible chains.
Every day tlﬁngs’oecanﬁe worse with us, as with others who were weighed in
the same balance, whom also the ancients have not so far been able to help or
to hcal by means of their books. We do not in this place advance the different
causgs of this mesfortune. This only wa say, that many teachers by following
the ancient mecthods have acquired for themselves much wealth, credit, and
renown, though they did not deserve it, but got together such great resources
by simple lies. From which consideration we have wished to claborate and
. write this memorial work®f ours, that we might arrive at a more complcte and
happier, method of practice, since there are presented to us those mysterics
* of Nature which are too wonderful to be ever thoroughly investigated.

® ® The ten books ofithe A rwhidexies stand in the same relation to Iermetic Medicine as the ninc bocks Concerning
the Nature of Things stand to Hermetic Chemistry ang tlic science of metallic transmutation. They appear to have
begpgreckoned among the most important works of Paracelsus, and the egitions are cxceedingly numerous. That
which has been selected for translation is derived from the Geneva folio. .
t The Microcosmos itself is to be understood thus, namely, as consisting of the four elements, and it is these invisibly.
It is formed after the image of Him who created all things, and yet it hasiemained a cieature.  Thgrefore, it is par-
tially one with the earth, because like the earth it has nced of the other elements, heaven, air, und fire.— De {Iydropisi.
‘T'his, therefore, is the condition of the Microcosmos, or smaller world. It%ontains in its body all the mincrals of the
world. Cons®uently the body acquil its own dicine from the world. Hence it is clear that all minerals are
useful to man, if any one of these be joined to its corresponding mineral in tfe body of the Microgosm. He who lacks
this knowledge is by no s a philosopher or physician, for if a physician aflirms that a certain marcasite is usceful for
this or that, it is first of all ncedful that he should know what is the marcasite of the@vorld and what is the marcasite
of the human y. —Paramirum, Lib. 1V, De Matrice. ‘There is a vast variety of things contained in the body of
the Microcosm which elude the observation of the senses, though God, the Creator, has willed them to eaist in that
structure. There are, for example, more than a thousund species of trees, stones, minerals, manna, and metals. Lven
as the_incredible magnitide of the Sun apgfars small to us by reason of its distance, so ®ther things may be made to
look small which are placed nearer at hand, and thus we come to understand that He who filled the shell of the heaven
with so many and such great bodies, was able to include as many and as great wonders in the Lody of the Microcosm.
“Accordingly, know that the m ies of the Mi are to be mystically understood--that is, we are no to measure
local things according to nroportion or substahce, but must all the more arduously enquire in what matter we are to
© exboct the effect of apy agent. —Dr Cawsis et Origine Luis Gallice, Lib. V., ¢. 10. B2
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Whercfore we have come to consider how that art caf be r iccmciled withthe
mysteries of Nature, in opposition to those who,,so; far, h wfe not been able
to arrive at the art at all. : . ! U
The strength of this my«tery of Nature is hmdercd by tife Whaily structure,
just &s if one wererbound i a prison with chains and fewter€.  From this tl\e
mind is free. For in 1ts operatibn this m}sfery is like fire in green wood,
which seeks to burn, but cannot on account of the toisture. .
Since, then, hindrance arises from this source, one had to see how to get
free from it., For such freedom being secured,’ thm art of separation can only
be compared %o the art of the dpothecarnec, as hgh.t is compared t8 darkness.
And this‘we say not in mere arrogance, but oh account of the gredt frauds
practised by apothecaries and physicians.  Wheredbrg, not undeservedly, we
call them darkness, or qaves of robbess ands impostors, since Jdn them pany ..
persoas are treated for gain by ignorant®men ; persons who, if they were not
rich, would at once Be pronounced healthy, since the practitioners know that
there is no remedy or help for these people én their gonsultations. c o
This, then, is worthy to be cafled an art, whit:ht teaches the mysteries of
Nature ; which, by means of the quintessence, can cure a contraction and
bring about health in the space of four days. whereas otherwise death wofild
be the result. A wound, too, can be healed in twenty-tur hours, which
would scarcely yield to bodily treatment in,as many d:’ys. et @s, therefore,
readily approach by experiment this sgparation of the mysteries of Nature
from the hindrances of the body. o
First, then, we have to consider #what is of all things mo!t useful toeraan
and most excellent. It is to learn the mysteries of Nature, by which we can
discover what God is and what man is, and what avails a knowledge of heavenly
eternity and earthly weakness. Hence arises a knowledge of theology, of
justice, of truth, sincc the mysteries of Nature are the only true life of man,.
and those things are to be imitated which can be known and obtained from
God as the Eternal Good. For although many things are gdined in medicine, '
and many more in the mysteries of Nature, neverthcless after this life the
Eternal Mystery remains, and what it ig we have‘no foundation for asserting,
save that which has beenerevealed to us by Christ. And hence arises %he
ignorant sgupidity of theologians, who try to interpret the mysteries of God,
whereof tlfey know not the least jot; and what it is not possible for man to
formulate, namely, the will f Him who gave the mystery. But that word of
His they twist to their ownepride and avarice ; from whence arise misleading
statements, which eyery day increase more and more. Hefice it comes that
we lightly value, nay, think nothing at all of that reason whith is not
evidently founded on the mysteries. In like manner the jurists have sanc-
tioned laws according to their own opinions, Which shall secure themsglves
against loss, though the safety of the State be imperilled.
Seeing, then, that in these faculties so many practices have come into"
vogue which are contrary to.equity, let us dismiss the same to the:r proper time. ..

L
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Nor do we car2 much for the vain talk of those who say more about God than
He hay revealed tcythempand pretend to understand Him so thoroughly’as if
hey had beex:) in lns coynsels ; in the meantima abusing us and depreciating
the mysteries JF Nature and of phjilosophy, aboul all of which they arc utterly
igyorant. The dishbnest cry; of these men s %their principal kpowledge,
whertby they give themsejves out tp be those on whom our faith depends, and
wjthout wom, heaven and earth would perish.

O constimmate madness and imposture on the part of human creatures,
in plate whercof 1t would be ghore just that they should estcem themselves to
be nought but unprofitablg servants !, Yet we, by custom irpftutiqg them,
easily learn, tpgether with‘ them, to bend the word of our Teacher and Creator
to oug own pride. But sifce this word is not exactly known to us, can only
be @yprehended by faith and % fouided on no haman reason, however
specious, let s rather cast off this yoke, and invesgigate the mystcr:’cs of
Nature, the end whereof approvas the foundation of truth.; and not only let us
investigate these, but alsd®the mysteries which teach us to fulfil the highest
charity. And that is the *,re’as‘urc of the chi®f good which in this writing of
our Archidoxies we understand in a material way.

® Fiomsthe aforesaid foundation we have drawn our medicine by experi-
ment, wherein it §s magle clear to the eye that things are so. Then, coming
to its practicc’e, wg divide this our bewk of Archidexics into ten, as asort of aid
to the memory, so that we may not fo¥get these matters, and at the same time
mdy speak of tham sg far openly that we may be understood by our disciples,
but ifot by "tkc tommon peaple, for wlom we do not wish these matters
to be made too clear. We do not care to open our mind and thoughts and
heart to those deaf ears, just as we do not wish to disclose them to
impioys men ; but we shall endeavour to shut off our sccrets from them by
a’strong wall and a key. And if by chance this our labour shall not be
. sufficiently safeguarded from those idiots who are enemies of all true arts, we
shall forbear writing the tenth book, concerning the uses of those which
precede it, so_ tha we may not give the children’s meat to the dogs.
Nevertheless, the other ning will he sufficiently understood by our own
disliples. ' * .
~And, to speak more plainly of these matters, it must be kno.\vn that in
this treatise on the microcosm are proved and demonstrated all those,points
which it gontains, which also embrace medicine, as well as those matters
which are intercqnnected therewith. The subject of the microcgsm is bound
up_with medicine and ruled by it, following it none otharwise than a bridled
horse folldws him who leads it, or a mad dog bound with chains. In
this way I understand that m.edicine attracts Nature and everything that has
. life. » Herein three things meet us, which shew by what forces they are
Jilled and produced. Firstly, in what way the five senses are assisted by
the mysteries of Nature, though those senses do not proceed from Nature,
"nq;_; spring naturally as a herb from its seed, since there is no material which
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.
produces them. Secondly, the mob;lity of the bolly is o e considered :
whente it proceeds, by what power it is moved and, exerglsed, and ig what
manner it is ministered to. ’;‘hclrdly, ther: must be a knbwledge of all the:
forces in the body, and what*forces apply to each membel‘ 4nd are jrans-
muted according t& the same nature as ghe particular LB, when originally
they are identical in Nature. ¢ o . e

First, then, we will speak of these scnses snght hearmg, touchg taste,
and smell. The following example teaches us. The eyes have a material
substance, of which they are composcd, as it é¢ handed down in the com-
position of thc body. So of the othgr senseq. But vision itself does not
proceed from the same source as the eye ; nor the hearmg from sound, or from
the same source as the ears ; nor touch from flesh, dhor taste from the tongue,
nor smell from the nogtrils, any more than reason proceeds fromes the
braim®; but these are th% bodily instruménts, or rather the cnvelopes in which
the senses are born. © For it must not be understood that these senses depend
solely on the favour of God, in the sense th..t they do not belong to the nature
of man, but arc infused solely byethe grace of G%d above and beyond all
Nature, to the end that, if one were born blind, the mighty works of God
might be made known to us. We must not, think so in this case., I or fiac
abovementioned senses have each their own body, imperceptible, impalpable,
just as the root of the body, on the other hand, exists ina ta‘ngib‘ie form. For
man is made up of two portions, that is to say, of a material and a
spiritual body. Matter gives the body, the blood, the flesh; but spirit gives
hearing, sight, feeling, touch, and tdste. When, therefore,®a man is sborn
deaf, this happens from a defect of the domicile in which hearing should be
quartered. For the spiritual body does not complete its work in a situation
which is badly disposed.

Herein, then, are recognised the mighty things of God, that there are two
bodies, an eternal and a corporeal, enclosed in one, as is made clea~ in the
Generation of Men.* Medicine acts upon the house by purgihg it, so that the
spiritual body may be able to perfect its actions therein, llke cnvet n a pure
and uncontaminated casket.

Coming next to the poter of motion in the body, let us inquire whenc®eit
is produced and has its origin, that is, how the body unites itself to the medi-
cine s0 thit the faculty of motion is increased. The matter is thus to be
understood. Everything tiat lives has its own motion from Nature. This is

® The treatise & Generatione Hominis, 10 which reference is here made, appears to beSragmentary in character.
It regards the generation of ah growing things as twofold—one where the nature and the semen are contained in a
single essence, the other where the essence of the nature exists without the semen. In man it recognis®s the existence
of four comple~ions, and it distinguishes between the outward and the interior man. Men, as regards their mortal part,
are nothing but mere cattle. There is, however, an internal man wherein there is no nature of the animal, and to
consider him in this his trucmature must be 1 g the highest Wanches of philosophy. There is an mlmon:nl
as well as a corruptible body of man, and it is in this, by thc infusion of God's power, that reason, discarnment, wisdom,
doctrine, art, and-generally whatsosver is above mortality, do alone inhere. Man, therefore, endowed with wisdom
and subtlety, tan emerge from his external bady. All wisdom and intelligerice which man enjoys is eternaf with this
hody, and man the interior can live after another manner than can man the outer. This integnal man is illustrated and
clothed upon with truth for ever. .
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suﬂiciently preved of itself so far as natural motion is concerned. But the
motiop of whic tve thipk may be described as that which springs fcom the
e will, as, for example, in liting the wrm one mag ask how this is done, when 1
do npt see ani’dnstrume’nt by which I influence # ; but that takes place which
1 dedire to take placa So one mﬁstjudge with legping, walking, running, and
other matters which occur in® oygosition‘to, or outside of, natural motion.
They have th.eir origin in'this, that intention, a po“?crful mistress, exists above
my notions.in the following manner. The intention or imagination kindles
the vegetative fatulty as th&..ﬁfe kindles wood—as we describe more particu-
larly ig' oflr treatise on the Imaginafion.* Nowhere is it mdte powerful to
fulfil its operations than in its own body where it exists and lives., So, in every
body, nothing is more edsily kindled than the vegetative soul, because it runs
and walks by, itself and is disposed for this very purpose, For, even as a
hidden or bucied fire blazes forth so oon as ic is exposed and catches the air,
so my mind is intent upon seeinﬁ something. 1 canhof with my hands direct
“;y eyes whither I will; put my imagination turns them whithersoever it is
my pleasure to look. S6, too, as to my motion must it be juaged. If 1
desire to advance and arbitrarily propose this to myself, at once my body is
drected {o one or the other placp, fixed on by mysclf. And the more this is
impressed on me by my imagination and thought, the more quickly I run. In
this way, Imngin*ation. is the moti\‘e-powcr of my running.  None otherwise
does medicine purify those bodies in"hich there is a spiritual element, whence
itshappens that their motion is more casily perfected.
oThirdly, it®must be understood that in the body a distribution is made
over all the members of everything which is presented to it, either without or
within. In this distribution a change takes place by which things are modified,
so that one part subserves the constitution of the heart, another accommodates
atself™to the nature of thd brain; and of the rest in like manner. For the
body attracts to itself in two ways, from within and from without. Within, it
attracts whatevr is taken through the mouth. Externally, it attracts air,

® De Virtute Imaginativa is another treatise which has survived only in a mutilated state. Tt further insists vn
theglivision of man into two bodies, the e visible aftl the other invisible, but is devoted to the consideration of the
second only. The imagination is the mouth of the bady which is not visible. 1t is alvo the sun of man which acts
within its own sphere after the manner of the celestial luminary, It irrudiates the earth, wMich is gnan, just as the
material sun shines upon the material world. As the one operates corporeally, so works the other, afier a parallel
manner, spiritually. And as the sun sends its force on a spot which it shines upon, <o also the inm;,-isaliun, like a star,
bursts upon the thing which it affects. Nor are all things posited in he and cold only, but in every opfation.  As
the sun worlg corporeally and effects this or that, so alo the imagination, by giving fire and fuel, effects all things
which the sun effects, not that it has need of instruments, but that it makesehose things with which it burns, - Consider
the matter as follows : @e who wishes to burn anything nceds fiiut, fire, fuel, brimstone, a @ndle, cte. and so he
abtalns fire ; but if the sun secks to burn, it requires none of these things, doing all Ugngs togethcr and at once, no one
beholding its teel. Such also is the imagination. It tinges and paints its own surface, but no one sces its penil,
ceruse, or pigments ; all things take place with it at once, just ax fire from the sun bursts forth without any corporeal
i Let no one, therefore, be surprised that from the imagination corporeal works should proveed, since similar
results are manifest with other things. Theswhole heaven, indeed, is nothing ehe but an imagination.  Heaven worhs
in meh, stirs up pests, fevers, and other things, but it does not produce these by corporeal instruments, but after the
same manner that the sun burns. The sun, indeed, is of onc power only, the moon of one power only, and cvery
separate star is of one power only, Man, however, is altogether a stur. Even as he imagines himsclf to be, such he is,
and he is that also which he imagines. If he imagines fire, there results fire ; if war, there ensucs war ; and so on in
Iike maner. 'Thi is the whole reason why the imagination is in itself a complete sun.
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earth, water, and fire. Thus, then, th'e subject is to b¢ arrapsed and deﬁn;.cl.
Those matters which are received from within need,not bg described. They
are known by the foundatiorf %f our natére, what they are which are distri-
buted, and we shall speak subsequently as to their dnv:sxon kfo‘.xt, exterpally,
one nmiust understam.l whatewer is necessazy to |tself the bnod? attracts frof the
four elements. Unless thxs were done the ;ntcrnal nutrlmc.nt would rot suffice
to sustain the life of man. For instance, moisture, not existing' cosstity-
tionally in the body, is extracted by the body itself from wate; whence it
happens that if one stands or sits in water, it is ndt necessar§ that he satisfies
his thirst from without. It does not, indeed, take ¢|'>L:u:<: in the sanfe way that
heat is exlinguished by water, like fire ; but the internal heat attracts to itself
the moisture from without, and imbibes it just as theugh it were from within.
Hence it happens that inthe Alps cattle are able to rgmain the whole summer
withofat drinking ; the énir is dfink for“them, or supplies its pltce : and- the
same should be judgell with regard to man. | .

The nature of man, too, may be sustained in the absence of food, if the”
feet are planted in the carth. Zhus we have degn a man who lived six
months without food and was sustained only by this method he wore a clod
of earth on his stomach, and, when it got dry, took a new and fresh on.
He declared that during the whole of that time he never felt hungry. The
cause of this we shew in the treatise on th9 Appetite of Nature.* *

So, in the matter of medicine, we hl‘ ve seen a man sustain himself for
many years by the quintessence of gold, taking each day_scarcely halfea
scruple of it. In the same way, there$have been many others “vhoefor so ¢ong
as twenty years ate nothing, as I remember to have seen in our times. This
was by some attributed to the picty and goodness of the persons themselves,
or cven to God, which idca we would be the last to impugn or to criticisc.
But this, nevertheless, is an operation of Nature; ilsomuch that sorrow and
mental despondency take away hunger and thirst to such an extent tkat the
body can sustain itself for many years by its own power of'attraction. So,
then, food and drink are not thus arranged that it is absolutely necessary we
should eat bread or meats, or drink wine or water, but we are able to sustain
our life on air and on clodsof earth ; and whatever is appointed for food, we
should beligve i€ so appointed that we should taste and try it, as we shall
shew more @t length in the ** Monarchy of God.”t Let us, however, concede
this point—that on accountdof our labours and such things, it cannot be that
we do without temporal andebodily food, and that for many causes. * Where-
fore food was ‘6rdaine§i for this purpose, just as medicine was fgainst diseases.

We will make a distinction of things entering into the body:after the
following fashion, that they are distributed through every part of it none
otherwise than as if ardent wine be poured inte water. The water acqyires

» There is no treatise extant on the Appetite of Natuve.
t There is also no treatise extant under the-title of 7'he Monarchy of God. The Awrora of the Philosephers is
the Monanka of Paracelsus, but, as will be scen, it is wholly chemical,
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the odour ofe the wine because the wme is distributed through its whole
volume ; and, in the sarge way, when ink is poured into wine the whok ®f the
¢ wine is thereby blackeneds

So, too, \m,‘the human body, the vital moisture immediately diffuses
whafever is receivedeand more qunc}dy than in the exampl®s we have cited.

«But under what form the sulgs;anc; releived becomes transmuted depends
qutiredy on the nature of the members that rcu:n'e it, just as if bread be
conveyed iwto a man it becomes the flesh of a man, if into a fish the flesh of a
fish, and so on. ® In the safne way, it must be understood that the substances
recctved ate transmuted by the naturdl power of the munf)crs, and are
appropndtcd according to th& nature of the parts which take them up. A
like .ngment must bg passed upon medicines, namely, that they are trans-
muégd into mambers accgrding ¢o the properties of tQose members.. For the
limbs gain their own force and virtue®rom the wbstance of medicines p&uliar
to themselves, according to the good or bad dlqperswn df them, and according
“aSe the medicine itself was sub.le or gross. This is the casc, with the
quintessence ; its transmgt&tion will be strenger and more effectual. But if it
be thick it remains the same, just as a picture acquires its tint, its beauty, or
it8 aeformity from its colours, angd if these be more vivid it will be the same.
Wherefore, in order that we may have cxperience of like matters to fall back
upon in thost things Which happen to us, and that we may lay them up in our
memory, so as to have them ready g case of nced, we will write these nine
bsoks, keeping the tenth shut up in our own brain on account of the thankless
idio®. Neverfheless, to our own d¥sciples, these things shall be made
sufficiently clear.

And let no one wonder at the school of our learning. Though it be
contrary to the courses and methods of the ancients, still it is firmly based on

« . . . . .
experience, which is mistress of all things, and by which all arts should be
proveds

[{ Y °
THE END OF THE PROLOGUE AND OF THE FIRST%B0OOK OF THE ARCHIDOXIES
[ )
ON THE MICROCOSM, OUT OF THE FPHEOPHRASTIA.



THE SECOND BOOK OF THE ARCHIDOXIES,
[ ]

FroM THE THEOPHRASTIA OF PARACELSUS THEOPHRASTUS. v
[ ]
[y o o

CONCERNING THE SEPARATIONS OF THE PLEMENTS.* ce
[ ]

EFdRE we approz.lch a description of the separations of.xhe elemre";ts,
wec shall explein® this separation, for the greater and cleareg under-
standing thercof, seeing that certain matters wijtten about the generati.oxz'

of things dre not altogether consonant with the separations of the elements.
For every matter is more readily brought to its apprdpriate end, where mature
and intellectual consideration is given beforehand as to what its end may*be,
Thence the practice becomes clearer.  'We say, then, that the four elements
exist together in all things, and out of them arises to every one ofsthese things
its predestined condition. In this way you may understand how it comes
about that these four elements, differinfy so widely from one another, age
able to agree and coexist without mutual destruction. Wheteas he mixfure
of the elements is united and strengthened by predestination, it results that
no weight is taken account of in them, but the power of onc is greater than
of another; by which, indeed, it is understood that in the digest and ferment
of the predestination, that which is strongest will pfeponderate and cofiquex
and subdue the other elements. In this way, the remaining three elgments
cannot attain their perfection, but stand related to that pesfect element as

¢ The light of Nature teaches that God has separated and divided everything, so thaj it cangexist by itself. Thus
are separated light and dirkness without any mutual damphe, as day and night prove. Morcover, He bas also
separated the metals, cach into its propegty. Thus, gold has'its vein, irn has its minera, silver has its brilliagcy.
Lastly, every metal has it< proper domicile. Morcover, He has separated fromn one another the marcasites and the
genera of salts ; iw the safne manner also summer and winter, clements, herbs, fruits, and every growing thing, so that
we hence see hoyGod has created various species from a single Lliaster, while the species of his workshop surpass all
the nnmbeg of the sands. He has so adorned heaven and earth that what they contain can never be sufficiently
recognised and considered.—Dr Balneis IQpcrinis, c. 1. The philosophy of separation in preparing specifics is thus
developed in treating of the cure of ulcers.  You must also understand concerning separation that there & nothing so
noxious but that it has its peculiar use, like®he spider, which in addition to its venom possesses a marvellous power for
curing all chronic fevels. Good and bad are equally necessary in the constitution of our nrcaim, for both the venom
and the antidote, the sweet and® the bitter, are in the body. Further, it has been proved that all colours and all
savours exist in the body. Inasmuch as there exist three colours in Saturn--yellow, white, and red ;vin Mars also
three—purple, re.', and black ; notwithstanding neither Saturn nor Mars are a colour. Thus we must judge it to be the
case with the colours of Salts by means of separation } and just as the redness of Saturn tinges with a red, and the
yellow with a yellow colour, by virtue of separation, similarly, al Works as al and salt as salt in ylcers.
Concerning the wonders of separation it should be bered what happens concerning vinegar. Who would judge by
bhis senses that vigegar was present in uncorrupted wine? Nevertheless, no one can doubt that it is there. Similarly,
in Venus there is vitriol. Indeed, Venus herself is vitriol, and by separation can be reduced into vitriol. Yet no one
would rightly say that Venus was vitriol. Wherefore we must judge concerning separation that it is of the form but
not of the specics, as In the conversion of Venus inta a salt.—Chirnrgia Magna, Part 111., Lib. IV. °
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the light matger dn wodd. Whercfore-they are not to be called elements, since
they gre not all perfect, put only one. When, therefore, we speak ofstle four
elements, whlch ﬁnally exist in allethings, we are not to understand definitely
so that ther? \are four perfect elements therom, but that there is only one
such? finished clemegt, the rest remaining impgrfect thgsugh the potdlcy of
that excelling element. Hence it happets that they are able td meet and
cocxut, because in three®of them there ic no perfection. On which account,
too, no cogruption can prevail by rcason of their contrarietiecs. Moreover,
that -an elemen® is prcdoﬂunant in onc kmd arises from the fact that it is
hereto preelestinated. Hence no corruptlon or confusion can @ccrue, as we
lay it down in our treatise’on Generatlons. °

Smce, then, there lsonly onc clement specially present in everything, it
avaﬂs not tq seck thc. four qlements in things, seeing that thrge of these
clements ara not in a state of perf&tion. dn a word, we must undestand
that the four elements are in all things, but not dcfu.ﬂly four complications.
Jbe matter stands thusg A Substance contains water, and lhen it is nenu-
far. Besides this element there exists g it no carth, air, or ﬁre. There
is no appearance of heat or dryness in it. It has no peculiar operation ;
but’ the gpredestination thereof fs water; and the clement of water is the
only onc under which is no dryness nor heat, according to its congenital
nature. Tlough mafiers be thus, however, yet notwithstanding the three
elements are involved in it, still thﬁhings have not their origin in those three
elements which are not produced in & perfect state, nor have they beginning
or gid from tlkm, but from that preadestinated element which is united to
and impressed upon that particular kind.

Now, although this is at variance with the vulgar philosophy, namely,
that one predestinated clement has of its own nature the other three elements
eohefing with it, still it®is credible that the element and the substance differ
the ong from the other. It may be understood thus: the substance is not
from that elemédht which gives thercto its special tinge and elementary form;
nor, again, are these elements from the substance, but they agree at the
same time uniformly, as the body and soul agrce. But now every body, as ®
for example of some growing thmg, has its owa conformation; so has the
element. Although the element itself is not visible in the body of the growing
thing, or tangible, or demonstrable, because the element is s!rm)ger. by
reason of its subtlety, and subdues the other elettients of the growing thing.
They ar® all, however, in the body, but imperceptibly, just as when water is
mixed with vifegar the water becomes like the vmeg.ar, and although the
vinegar shall have changed the whole essence of the water, still the complex-
jon of the water remains unchanged, nor does it on that account become

# Both from the text and the notes of this translation the reader will sce that there are several treatises by
Paracelsus on Generations of various kinds, not excepting some fragments upon the generation of fuols, who appear,
the days of P )} tg have ab ded in the high places of science and religion. The reference above may Le
elther to the Mh‘ﬂl of the Elements or to the first book Concerning the Nalure of Things.

LN
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vinegar, but remains water as it was beforc. And although it to¢s not dlsplay
the progerties of water, yet it does not follow thatdt does not still passess
those properties. 1 ‘ v ¢
In these propositions we wish to make it clear in what way.tiie separations
of the’ elem‘gnts are te be brought about roncermng which two methods of
practice nced to be undcrstood One is that, yith whlch agrees the separation
of the predestined element, .md this we shall eluc:ddte in our treatisk of the
Quintessence.  The other is that to which belong the four Substantial
clements in grt)\\ing things. By this it is undurstood that tfle antu%nce.
exists as a predgslmed element, and that it cannot be separated from itself,
but only from the three clements, as follows in the treatnse on the Quintessence.
But when we speak of the separations of the four Elemcnts, we undergtand
those fourewhich are cssentially in the body‘ Hence have avisen various
errors¥because the four clemcnts"havc beén sought in the predestified element,
and also in addition tht Qumtesscm.c which cgnnot in any way come fo pass.
Morcoyer, it must be known when tht elemests of bodies are to lkee
separated, that one exists as fire, arother as water, i third is like air, and a
fourth like carth, according to their complications, because elements sometimges
appear with their own forms, and at other times with complications, for
example, water as water, air as air, earth as earth, and fire as fire. These
matters must be subtly understood, and this can be done by theans of a
similitude, if they are taken for the umon gf the elements not visibly or in act,
or according to the element of fire, but as the environment is,warm and dry
like fire. In this way its own nature} essence, and condition®is assigned to
euch clement, without any breach of propriety. For it is not supposed,
because any particular herb is especially warm, as the nettle, that on this
account it contains within itsclf more fire, but rather it is supposed that its
own Quintessence is warmer than the Quintessence of the chamomile, which,"
indeed, has less heat. But the elements of a body reccive lcss or more: from
their own substance, as, for instance, wood contains within nself more [fire
than herbs do; and, in like manner, stones have in them more dryness and

"earth than resins have. Note, also, in like manner, that the bulk and quantity

of degree in a Quintcssence Yrises from the predestined element. And tfid
intensity of «degree in bodily elements springs out of the appearance of the
substance which is unlike.

But we must come to the practice of separating bodily elements from all
other things, and this is twofold. One, indeed, teaches us to draw out the
three elements ‘from the pure elements as from burning ﬁre, from invisible
air, from true earth, and in like manner from natural water, which Bave not
an origin similar to the preceding ones. Another method of practice is with
those things out of which these four elements ekist, as we have said abaye,
with such difference, however, that this exhibits more of the element of fire,
of water, of earth, or of air, with a likeness to the form of the essential
elements. When they have been separated in this way they cgn never ber
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further dlqsolw:d, for mstance, it is lmposslble that they should be corrupted
beyongl their complexlous. » o

B It must glso be co.n*udered that the elemqmts are found by separation to
be formally ll'ke.,the essential elements. For air appears like air; and the
same’ cannot in any way be cnc]osed as eome falsely think, for this reason,
because at once, in the moment of §eparatnon it levnates itself, and somctimes
b}xrsts' forth as wind, and ascends sometiimes vnth the water, sometimes with
the earth, and at other times with the fire. And, indeed, this levitation or
glevation in the ir is very \Monderful Just as if the air were to be separated
from the &ssential element of water, it would be done by bmlmg When
this begms to take placc the air is soon separated from the water, carrics off
with 1tself the very llghtosubstance of the water, and in proportion as the
wat.e‘ is diminished, so the air isself decreases accordjng to its propprtion and
quantity. ¢ b . »

Anc it must be remarked here that no one of "the elements can be
*qopceived or had withowt air, tluough of the rest one can be hyd without
another. We do not, therefore, undertakg the task of separating the air,
since it is in the other three elements, just as life is in the body. For when it
is® s’cparaed from the body allgthings perish, as we clearly shew in the
following practical treatise on separations. IFour methods must be considered
at this point; one, ihdeed, in watery bodies, that is, in herbs, which have
more water than any of the other e}ncnts A sccond is in fiery bodies, such
as woods, rebms', oils, roots, and lhé like, which contain within themselves
mors of the fidry substance than of dthers. A third is to be understood of
earthy bodics, which are stones, clays, and earths. The fourth is airy, and
this is in all the other three, as we have mentioned. In like manner, also,
concemmg the pure elements, there are just so many ways to be considered,
in the same manner as has been said above concerning the four preceding.

Hgnce it is easy to learn what the elements are, and how they are to
be separated. And among these the separations of the metals first meet us,
wherein there are peculiar predestined virtues which are wanting in the other
elements. For, alt‘hough all the elements are alike in form, in heat, in cold,
in Moisture, and in dryness, still, the dryness or dimp, or heat or cold, is not
the same in one as in another. In some it is appropriative, bu# in others
specific; and this in various ways, as in each kind they ard produced
peculiarly and essentially, since no kind of the elements is precisely like
another 1n its propernes. .

So, also, it®must be laid down with regard to thy 5ep'uatlon of mar-
chasites, which differ from other substances both in the practice and in their
elementary nature. For every kind is disposed in a particular separation, and
mus} be dealt with in a spe®ial way. Stones and gems must demonstrate
o their elements afterwards, since they appear in no way similar to the others.

Then, too, salts exist in a peculiar and most excellent nature, with more

« abundant propertxes than appear in other substances. There is also a different
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essence in herbs, which in no way agre'e with minerals; nor eare they be alike
so fareas relates to their nature. Moreover, the property of woods, of fruits,
of barks, and the like, is p‘culxar ; so,® too, of .ﬂssh of dr‘mks, and all -
comestibles, and of things not‘good or pure, but bad and 1m;}uxe, which have
to be separated intd their elgments. . . ¢

Of that separation concernmg\vhtch we think, two methods ase found.
One consists of the ‘:eparatlon of any element confinéd by itself in a paculiar
vessel, without the corruption of its own forces, the air cxcepted. o

There is another method of the separation® qf'the pure from the tmpure
from among the four clements, ndmely, in the following way. ¢ After the
elements ‘have been separated, that is to say, orle from the other, they have
still a dense substance ; and, on this account, thers’ follows another sxmllar
scparation, of the already separated elements. Now, we purpose to nmke
clear ¢he practical method in allthese cates. For in ‘the first place it must be
known that the quint&ss‘ence of things is to be separated and extracteu in this
way, becayse, indeed, the clements of bodie& in the gature of a quintesse:;c;'
are not subdued but are left with them. So it is able to tinge these elements
more strongly or more lightly. Ilence it comes to be understood that the
forces in the elements do not perish when thg predestined clement, that xs,’ the
quintessence, is extracted ; for this itself is elemental and separable so far as
relates to its elementary form, but not as to diverse natlires, as is clear from
the treatise on the quintessence. '

By separations of this kind all elen’ental infirmities can be cured by one
simple method, namely, if the one sct of predestinations oppos: the othes, as
we have laid it down in the treatise on predestinations. In these words we
have sufficiently unfolded the initial stage of scparations. Whercfore we
can now speed on to the practice of them ; and here there is a tenfold variety :
one of metals ; a second of marchasites; a third of stones ; a fourth of
oleaginous matters ; a fifth of resins; a sixth of herbs; a seventh of flesh ;
an eighth of juices; a ninth of vitreous substances; and % tenth of fixed
things.  For these separations of the elements three methods arc adopted :
onc by distillations ; a second by calcinati(ons ; arld the third by sublimations.
In these are comprised all the exercises, as the application of the hands*to
the fire, tke labour, and other necessary things which will be specified in the
following pages.

THE END OF THE SECOND BOOK OF THE ARCHIDOXIES AND OF THE
FirsT PART CONCERNING THE SEPARATIQN OF THE ELEMENTS.
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FrROM THE THEOPHMRASTIA OF PARACELSUS THE GREAT.

‘e ON YHE SEPARATIONS OF THE ELE.\:ENTS from METALS. ® °
L]

ORs the separation of*the elen?ents from metals there is nced o the best
instruments, of lapour, St diligence, together with c\cpenence ot the
art and adaptation of the hands to this work.

Take $alt nitre, vitriol, and alum, in equal parts, which you will distil into
aqualtortis. Pour this water agajn on its faeces, and distil it again in glass.
In this aqua fortis clarify silver, and afterwards dissolve in it sal ammoniac.
Having done this, talle a metal reduced into thin plates in the same way,
that is, in the same water. AfterBards separate it by the balneum Mariz,
pour it on again, and repeat this untiNthere be found at the bottom an oil,
namgly, frop the Sun, or gold, of a light red colour; of the Moon, a light
blue ; of Mars, red and very dark ; of Mercury, white; of Saturn, livid and
leaden ; of Venus, bright green ; and of Jupiter, yellow.

All metals are not thus reduced to an oil, except those which have been
pseviotifly prepaged. Fot instance, Mercury must be sublimated; Saturn
calcined ; Venus florified ; Iron must be reduced to a crocus; Jupiter must he

" reverberated ; Qut the Sun and Moon easily yield themselves.

JAfter that the metals hawe been in this way reduced to a liquid substance,
and have disposed themselves to a disunion of their elements—whu.h cannot
be done in a metallic nature, secing that everything must be prevnoucly pre-
pared for the use to which it is adapted---afterwards add to one part of this
oil two parts of fresh aqua fortis, and when it is enclosed in glass S the best
quality, set it in horse-dung for'a month.  After that, distil it entirely with a
slow fire,’that the matter may be condensed at the bottom. And if the aqua
fortis which ascefids be distilled by a bath in this manngr, you will find two
elements together. But the same elements will not be left by all metals alike.
For from gold there remain in the bath earth and water; but air is in all the
other three, and the element of fire remains at the bottom, because the sub-
gtance and the tangibility of gold have been coagulated by the fire ; therefore,
the substance® will agree in its substantiality. From the Moon there will
Jremain at the bottom the element of water, and in the bath the elements of
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earth and fire. For from the cold and’ the moisture is produred the substance
and corporality of the Moon, which is, mdeed of a fixed nature, and cannot
be elevated. From Mercury‘ there remains fire at the bottom, and earth andk,
water are elevated upwards. | From Venus there also remams d're, and both,
that ¥s to say, cdith and water, remaig 4n the bath,, From Saturn'there
remains the clement of earth at fne bottom, Whilé fire and water age hedem
the bath. l*rom Jupiter air remains at the bqttom v»hnlo fire, water, and
earth are clevated therefrom. ¢ P .

So jt must be noticed that in the case of Jupiter the air supplies a«body,
and in the case of no other metal. And of this, although some part ascends
together with it and remains mixed ins.eparably with the other three efements,
still it is not corporeal air, but adheres to, and com':u‘rs with, the othel.'s, and
is inseparable from then). . °.

“ind now, it must be remafked tha$ the residuum, that is,sthe corporeal
clement which remafucd at the bottom, must be reduced into an oil by meahs
of the bath with fresh aqua fortis.  So, this element will be perfected, and you®
will keep it for one part.  The regt you will sepsrate by means of a bath in
this way. Place them in sand, and press them gently. Then, first of all, the
water will be elevated, and will escape ; afterwards the fire, for it is knov(m‘by
the colour when these two remain.  But, if the elements of earth and water
should have remained, the avater will ascend first, ar'd afterwards the earth.
But if it should be earth and fire, thc(: e:a(ﬁh is elevated first and the fire after-
wards. [f water, fire, and earth be together, the water will ﬁrst ascend, then
afterwards the fire, and last of all the earth. These clements cap be so kept
in their respective glasses, each according to its own nature ; as, for example,
from the Sun, the warm and the dry, without any other property; in like
manner the cold and the moist, and the cold and the dry. So, also, must it be
understood of the others. It must not be forgotteﬁ that the corrosive ‘nature
of the aquafortis must be extracted as we have handed down in our book on
the Quintesscnce. ¢ .

[ ] [ 4
CONCERNING THE SEPARATIONS OF THE ELEMENTS OUT OF MARCHASITES.

Havfng previously set<down the separations of the elements out of metals,
it remains that we come to those which can be produced out of marchasites,
and that We shew what they are.

Take of marchasite, in whatever form you please, whether bismuth or
talc, or cobalt, granite, or any other, one pound; of salt nitre the same.
Beat them v‘ery sm.all, and, burning them together, distif by means of an
alembic without a cucurbite, and keep whatever liquid ascends. But that
which remains at the bottom, let this, when ground down, be resolved into a
water with aqua fortis. Hereupon pour the water previously collecteq, and
distil it into an oil, as before directed in the case of metals. By the samg
process, too, you shall separate the elements. So, the golden marchasite is to
be understood as gold, the silver as the Moon, bismuth as lead, zinc as copper,,

~
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L
talc as Jupiter, cobalt as iron. Let these dircctions suffice for the separation

of marwhasites in every kjnd. ¢ o

[ ]
* CONCERguNG THE SEPARATION OF THE EL%MENTS FROM STONES.
’

The separat?on of. the q}ements o stones or gems come’s to be understood
inothe Yollowing way. Take a stone well ground, to which add twice the
quantity of live bulphur, and when all #s well mixed, put it m a luted pot
inso an .Aﬂxanor for four houre, s0 that the sulphur shall " be entirely
consumned. Afterwards, let wb'it remains be washed from the dregs and
the sulehur, and dried. Let the stony calx be also put into aqua fortis and
proceeded thh as we hmevulready laid down concerning the metals. Stones,
too, are compdrcd wnth faetals ; %as, for instance, clear gems which are not
whm,. or tawny are comp'lrcd with gold.  White, geerulean, or gey, with
silver “or the Moon ; and afterwards®the commoner stones with the ®her
motdls, a5 alabaster with S.tturn. fharble with iron, Rt with Jupiger ; but

dulet.h with Mercury. . .

CONCERNING THE SEPARATION OF THE %:LEMENTS FROM OLEAGINOUS

«? SYBSTANCES.

All oils, Woods, roots, seeds, fruits, and similar things, which have a
combustible nature, anl one fit for burning, are considered oleaginous ; and
the separation of them is twofold, namely, that of the oleaginous substances
and that of the pt.lre oils. (Y *

[ ]
* Tur SEPARATION OF THE OLEAGINOUS SUBSTANCES IS AS FOLLOWS @

Take such a body, pounded, ground, or reduced to fragments in whatever
wiy you can, wrap it up 1n linen, fasten it, and place it in horse-dung until it
shall Be entircly pkltreﬁed,'which happens sooner in one case than in another.
When it is putrefied let it be placed in a cucurbite, and on it let there be poured
so much common hot water as may exceed four fingers broad; then let there
be distilled in sand all that can ascend. For all the clements ascend except
the earth itself, which you will know l’)y the colours ; nevertheless, let the hot
water first ascend, afterwards the air, next the water, lastly the fire) and the
earth will remain at the bottom. Of the pure oils, however, it must be under-
stood that these do not requirc putrefactions, but tl;e) must be distflled alone
and without additions. Afterwards their elements, %s it has been said .1hov
of others, must hg separated, and thesc are discerned by their own colours.
None otherwise with resins of liquid substance must it be done, Such as pitch,
resin, turpentine, gum, and the like. But the corporeal resins which exist,
such as sulphur, must be prepared in the following manner.

[ ] .
CONCERNING THE SEPARATION OF THE ELEMENTS IN CORPOREAL RESINS,

Take sulplur v.ery minutely ground ; let this be cooked to hepatic sulphur

.in+a double quantity of linseed oil ; let it be shut up in a vessel and place it to
VoL IL C
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putrefy in horse-dung for a space of four weeks. Afterwards let it be distilled
in art #fiembic slowly over a naked fire. “The air angl the water first fiscend,
with different and pale colourg. Then, the heat being increased, the fire ascends’,
and the earth remains at the bpttom. The colours appcar purg;* the air yellow ;
the water like thick milk, so much so that i¢ can scarcely be dlstmgmshea from
milk ; the fire like a burning ruby, with trdnsparency and with alt thes fiery
signs ; but the earth is altogether bkack and burnt. The fotur elements having
been thus separated every one is perfect in its pwn elemental complexxon, and
without any admixture, as has been said abovp..

CONCERNING THE SEPARATION OF THE ELENENTS FROM HERBS. *

So, too, in herbs, the element of water Is princi.p ally contained whep they ©

are cold} but if they ara airy, then that element predominates. *In like mafiner
mus? it be understood gf fire. The eeparatlon of those elementd is as follows :
Take sage, and bruise its leaves. Aftcgthlb place it for putreféctlon,‘as{
aforesaid. Then you will distil it by means pf,a venter equinus, and the
clement of fire will ascend first sa long as the colours are unchanged and the
thickness of the water. Afterwards the earth will succeed, and séme pgrt of
it will remain at the bottom, which part, indeed, is fixed. Distil this wate‘r‘in
the sun six days, and afterwards place it in a bath. Then the element of the
water will ascend first. It is very minute, and is dlStlllg'Ulbhed by the taste.
After the colour changes the elemept of fire ascends, until the taste, too, is
altered. Then at last a part of the €arth is elevated, yet ;t is a very small
portion, which, being mixed with air, is found at the bottoni. In the Same
way it must be understood of airy and watery herbs, of which the air ascends
first, afterwards the water, and lastly follows the fire, according to the process

laid down concerning sage. . .

(4
CONCERNING THE SEPARATION OF THE ELEMENTS FROM FLESHLY
SUBSTANCES.

The separation of the elements frorg fleshlp bodies, and from those which
live with blood, comes to be understood thus, because the predominating
element in them is more Copious and is generally found last of all; as, for
instance, watcr in fishes, fire in worms, and air in edible flesh are the principal
elemepts, as we describe i our treatise on the generation of animals.*

THE SEPARATIO‘I oF THE ELEMENTS FROM FISHES IS A§ rou.ows t—

Putrefy the ﬁshes perfectly. Then distil by means of the venter equmus,
and a good deal of water ascends. You will renew this putrefaction and
distillation, and increase it until no more water rises. Afterwards distil what

remains in sand; then at length the fire ascends in the form of oil, but the
¥ . <

* This treatise must also be included in the long catalogue of the missing works of Pam:ela\n But many rofcr
ences to the generations of animals will be found in the present translation,
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earth remains af the bottom. Thl.ls the whole substance of the fishes is
separaed into its elemonts. One need take no account of the fats &n8l the
marrows, butymust supppse that everything i*\elparatcd by the putrefaction,
and divided intn its elements. In the same gay is it to be understood of
worms, except that there cemes foit® from shem not%nly water but;norc fire,
unless thc—._y are aquatic worms, as serpents ; in the distillation of which more
wonderful ' things Sccur than it is possibie to say. Of edible animals, too, it
mast be vnderstood in the same way, of such, that is, as respectively disclose
their elements by separation. ¢ o .

[ ] -~ @
CONCERNING THE SERARATION OF THE ELEMENTS FROM WATERY

o
5 . SUBSTANCES.
g o

+For the separation into their elements of juicy awd watery bodie$, and of
those which have the form of \mtenngss, as utine, dung, water, and the %ike,
nate the following process & .
o Take urine and thoroyghly distil it. Water, air, and earth wifl ascend
together, but the fire remains at the bottoen.  Afterwards mix all together
and distil Rgain four times after this manner ; and at the fourth distillation
th& watcr will nscend first, then th® air and the fire, but the earth remains at
the bottom. Then tdke the air and the fire in a separate vessel, which put in
a cold place, and there Swill be congealed certain icicles, which are the element
of fire.  Although this congelation will take place in, the course of distillation,
still it will do so gore readily in the cofil.

. , 0
CONCERNING THE SEPARATION OF THE ELEMENTS OUT OF WATER.

Make the water boil by means of a dung-heap, and the earth itself sinks
to the.bottom. Putrefy at the proper time that which ascends, and let it
afterwards be disgilled by a bath. Then the water will ascend first, and
afterwards the fire. Dung, vitriol, tartar, and similar juices, as alum, salts,
and other substagcessof that kind, are to be distilled in ashes, with such an
amount of heat and for so long a timg, until they ccase to rise, and the water
and air have ascended, while the earth has remained at the bottom, After-
wards, by means of the heat, the fire will ascend® And in this place it is to
be remarked that although the four elements have been separated, there
remain still in the earth four occult elements, as thaugh fixed. From yitriol
remains 8 caput mortuum, which sublimate with sal ammoniac, and there will
issue forth an oil, ig which are water and fire, and the carth itself remains in
subsgince. °Separate those things which have ascended, ahd again there will
ascend water, while the fire will remain at the bottom. So also must it be
understood of tartar and of salts. And although there are in existence

oadditiofal separations of liquids, yet we shall discuss them more amply when
speaking of Transmutations. It must, however, be remembered that there
are more elements in a corrosive earth than in ashes. Therefore, the

separation must be made by sublimation, as we shall shew.
' co
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L[]
CONCERNING THE SEPARATION OF THE ELEMENTS FROM GLASSES AND THOSE
[
¢ SUBSTANCES WHICH ARE OF THE NATURE OF GLASS. ¢

As we lay down above c{)merning the resolutiorts of marchfisites, so is it’
to be in like manner understold in this Qlace concerning the glasses : namely,
the principal consideration is that they are calcified with sulphur as stones
are, then washed away with saltpetre and aqua fortis, and furthermore, as we
have before made clear. Their cléments also are recognised b¥ the colours
in the distillations, not as they shew themselvés to the eye; and this, is the
sum and substance of what we have to say co‘nc‘erning them.

CONCERNING THE SEPARATION OF THE EUEMENTS' N FIXED SUBSTANCES. e
L

The separation of the elements in ﬁxcd substance'; is bréught abput by
qubhmatlon, as we tezy:h concemmg calls and liquids ; with this dnﬂ"erence,
however, that these are to be calcined thh,\salt nitre, and afterwards to ‘be
sublimated. And although there are many othew things which are not wet
down in this place, nevertheless ¢t is to be understood that the separations of
all substances should be made in the ten ways alrcady described. Further-
more, concerning the separation of the four elements, it is to be remarked
that each of them can be again separated ; for example, fire as fire, air as air,
water as water, earth as earth, as follows hereafter concerning the respective

separations of them, ¢ .
[

L]
CONCERNING THE SEPARATION OF FIRE. ¢ ¢

It should be known that from the element of fire, the four elements
may be separated in this way. When the fire is burning most violently, or
ascends, take it in a receptacle or vessel perfectly closed, and place it in
horse-dung for a month. Then you will find in that one elefient four elements,
which, when you have opened the vessel, put into a receiver, Thus the
vapour or air will mount into the vessel that receives it. Afterwards, distil
that which remains by means of a bathgand tht water will thus ascend, Next,
by means of ashes, the ﬁre will ascend and the earth will remain at the
bottom. What is the force of these elements, and why are they described in
this place, we will make more clear in other books.

L] [

CONCERNING THE SEPARATION OF AIR. .

Having Yeceived the element of air in a perfect glass \(ressel, 4nd hermet-
ically sealed it, you must expose and direct it to the sun for the whole of the
summer. By circulating, the air is turned into moisture, which increases
daily more and more. This quantity you will separate after the foHowing «
manner.  Let it putrefy in horse-dung for four weeks, and afterwards disti{
it by the bath, like fire.  Concerning its potency more is said in another
place. : v
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o
CONCERNING THE SEPARATION OF WATER.

Having filled a glass brimful, leaving no gpace empty, seal the vessel
hermetncallv, ard place if in a warm sun for £month, so that it may receive
a dailp and equal heat, and would bail, but it c’a’nnotpn acgbunt of the Pessel
being, full.  When the time has elapsed, futrefy it for four week®  Then
open it, and distil it by means of an alembic with four necks. In this way
the three ele,rnents are separafed, and in thc bottom will remain the earth of
that witer.  The nature of tlpgom said to possess much virtue in many cases.

. CONCERNIN(F THE SEPARATION OF THE EARTH. e

The same’ process 1s to be observed with the earth as with the water, save
only,in the distillation. Por this is like that which tgkes place with *firc and
is accomplished in the same Wdy THis separation of the elements we Ive
inserted at this point for se®eral calfses, because it is very useful, not only in
phiJosophy, but also in lm.dlcme Conu,rnmg the separations of the ck‘nu_nts,
we have thus far written wuh sufficient fulnggs. Though much more might
be added, i®does not appear to be by any means necessary.

» Now, we will make clear the' wseparation of the pure from the impure,
according to the purpose of our design. This, indeced, is done in the same
way as we teach with r@gard to Arcana and Aurum Potabile; so it need not
be put forward here, though that process from its origin is not altogether
identical with that which is laid down concgrmng Arcana and Magisteries.
Necveggheless, I do ﬁnally assumec the same way by the separation of the elements;
since in this place those elements are separated after cach one of them has
been purged from the impurities existing therein, so that no deformity or im-
pediment may arise from them, as might otherwise casily happen.

THE END OF THE THIRD BOOK OF THE ARCHIDOXIES CONCERNING
-THE SEPARATIONS OF THE ELEMENTS.



THE ‘FOURTH BOOK 'OF THE ARCHGIDO‘X'IES,

»
-«

FROM THE THEOPHRASTIA OF PARACELSUs THE GREAT.

CONCERNING THE, QUINTESSENCE.*

‘ N TE have befove® made mention of the quintessence whiche is in all
. things. Already, at the beginning of this treatise, it must be
understood what this_is. The quilfte‘;sence, then, is a certain
matter extracted from all things which Nature has produced, and from every-
thing which has life corporeally in itself, -a matter most subtly purgdd .of
all impuritics and mortality, and separated from all the clemenfs. From this
it is evident that the quintessence is, so to say, a nature, a force, a virtue, and
a medicine, once, indeed, shut up within things, but now free from any
domicile and from all outward incorporation. The same is also the colour,
the life, the properties of things. It is a spirit like the spirit of life, but_ with
this difference, that the life-spirit of a thing is permanent, but that of man
is mortal. Whence it may be inferred that the quintessence cannot be
extracted from the flesh or the blood of man : for this reason, that the spirit
of life, which is also the spirit of virtues, dies, ahd life fxists in th& sowl,
not in the material siubstance.

$ The Carvection of the Quintessence.  The books which have Leen writtenby s& many previous authors
concerning the Quintessence, such as those of Arnoldus de Villa Nova and of Johannes de Rupescissa. whence
afterwards, under a pretentious title, was composed the Calum Philosophorum [not to be identified with the work of
Paracelsus which occupies the first place in this translation], contain nothing of any value. The mere fact that
these writings embody a singular and nev® prasis nbundantly demonstrates that their authors have misunderstood the
essential nature of discases, sceing that they have, as it were, devised one form of all diseases, regarding which they
have, moreover, invented many marvellous things, adorning their conceptions with monstrous titles, all mere boasting,
wherein there is no mention of philo%ophy. medicine. or astronomy. They are all a mere deluge of absurdities and lies.
‘I'here cah be no doubt that originally n$>st admirable discoveries have been transferred from the chemical art to that of
medicine, but the same have been since adulterated by sophistry.  For certain people, when they have investigated a
chemical preparation, wish to vary it immediately in hundreds of different ways, and thus the trufh is foolishly
confounded with lig  Now, it should be observed that the severest rebuke which can I given to such impostures is
that of paying no attention t&promises and to proud titles, and of believing only to that extent which is warranted by
good sense and experience. Remedies which require more knowledge of a practical kind than has ever been possessed
by monastic pseudo-chemists may, in careless hands, give rise to the most malignant diseases. It may be observed, for
example, that the g1 =parations of Mercury which are used against Luis Gallica, and, indeed, all r dies adopted in the
cure of this disease, caniot be properly prepared without great skill in chemistry. Pretenders in pharmacy gs'ill vainly
vaunt such .Jecoctions unless they can compose vitriolated salts, alums, and things similar, by purely chemical artifice,
secing that there are recondite secrets in the remedies which conduce to the cure of Luis Gallica. Yet there is no ne
to write a new correction ; it is enough to adhere to the legitimate mode of preparation, giving no faith to the hollow
pretences of alchemists. These men certainly promise more than they are ever able to perform ;ebut this is common to
alchemy and not a few other callings, namely, that their professors boast of the harvest before they have finished ghe
sowing. —CAirusgia Mngna, De Imposturis in Movbo Gallico, Lib. 11, c. 13. ¢
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For the sam@ reason, animals, too,-because they lose their life-spirit, and
on that account are altagether mor:al, also exhifit no quintessenc®. v For
~the quintessence is the spirit of a thing, which, eindeed, cannot be extracted
from things ehdowed with sensation as it can frum those not so endowed.
Balm has in itself the spiryt of lifey ewhich e.xists as s viru:e. as a force, and
as asmedicine ; and although it be separatetl from its root, nevert}.lcless, the
life and virtues are still in"it, and for thiy cause, that its prcdestination was
fixed. Wlwrefore the quintessence can be extracted from this, and can be
presefved, with its life, witlh»ut corruption, as being something, cternal
accordipg to its prcdestina&ion. If we could in this manner ex.tract the life of
our heart without corrup.tibn, we should be able to live without doubt, and
with(,)q; the perception gf death and discases. But this cannot be the case ;
so from this ciccumstance death must be looked for by us. *
When, therefore, the quintess!nce of *things exists as a virtue® the
JSfiest thidg we have to sad is ig What form this virfue® and medicipe are in
things, after the following manner. Wine contains in itself a gréat quint-
essence, by which it has wonderful effects, gs is clear. Gallinfused into water
renders th® whole bitter, though the gall is exceeded a hundredfold in quantity
by the water. So the very smalle® quantity of saffron tinges a vast body of
water, and yet the whole of it is not saffron. Thus, in like manner, must
it be laid down with re.gard to the quintessence, that its quantity is small in
wood, in herbs, in stones, and other similar things, lurking there like a guest.
The rest is purg natural body, of which we have written in our book on
the ®cparationd' of the Elements. Nor must it be supposed that the quint-
essence exists as a fifth element beyond the other four, itsclf being an element.
It is possible that someone may think this essence would be temperate,
not cold, not warm, not moist or dry, but this is not the nature of its
existenfe. For thercis nothing which exists in this temperature by which it
is alienated altogether from the other elements ; but all quintessences have a
nature correspogding with the elements. The quintessence of gold corre-
sponds with fire ; that of the Moon \.vith water ; that of Saturn with earth;
and that of Mercury with air.

Now the fact that the quintessence cures all diseases does not drise from
temperature, but from an innate property, namely, its great cleanliness and
purity, by which, after a wonderful manner, it al.ters the body into its own
purity, and entirely changes it. For as a spot or film, by which it was formerly
blinded, is removgd from the eye, so also the quintessence purifics the life for
man. All'natures are not necessarily of one and the saMc essence one with
the other. Nor do those which are fiery on that account manifest the same
operations by reason of their complexion ; as, for instance, if anyone should

* think®that the quintessence of Anacardus should have a like and identical
s operation with the, quintessence of gold, because both are fiery, he would be
greatly misled, since the predestination and the disposition make a difference

* of properties. For as every animal contains within itself the life-spirit, yct
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the same virtue does not exist in each, sxmply because they all consist of flesh
and btoéd, but one differs from another, as in taste vr in virtue, so is it wuth
the quintessence, which does¢ not acquire its virtue from the ekements by a .
simple intgllectual process, but from a property existing in the elements, as
we lay down in our book on thc, <JGenerdlion of Things. Thence it happens
that some qumtesscm.es are stypm. others narcotic, others attractive, others
again somniferous, bitter, sweet, shacp, stupefactive, and sopme able to renew
the body to youth, others to preserve it in health, some purgative, others
causing constipation, and so on. Their virtucstate innumerable, and although
they are not exh'lusted here, yet they ought to, be thoroughly knewn by
physicians. .

When, therefore, the quintessence is separated from that which ds,not
the quintdssence, as the goul from its body, and itself is taken into the fotly,
whatfinfirmity is able to withstahd this So noble, pure, and powerful nature,
or to takg away our life, save death, w hich heing ;)redestmed separatee odr
soul and®body, as we teach in our treatise on Life and Death? In this
place it should be equally remarked that each disease requires its own special
quintessence, though we tell of some which are adapted to all’ dlseases
How this comes about shall be explained in its proper place. .

Furthermore, we bear witness that the quintesscnce of gold exists in
very small quantity, and what remains is a leprous body wherein is no sweetness
or sourness, and no virtue or power req;ains save a mixture of the four elements.
And this secret ought by no means to escape us, namely, that the elements of
themselves, without the quintessence, cannot resist any disca$e, but are 4ble
to effect only this and nothing more, that is, to produce heat or cold without
any force : so that if a disease be hot, it is expelled by cold, but not by that
kind of cold which is destitute of force, or things madg frigid with snow ; sjnce,
though, these are sufficiently cold, yet there is no quintesseuce contained in
them by the power whereof the disease might be expelled. Whercfore the
body of gold is powerless of itself ; but its quintessence alone,existing in that
, body, and also in its elements, supplies the forces hidden therein,  So, like-
wise, in all other things, it is their quintessence alone that cures, heals, and tinges
the whole Body, just as salt isthe best seasoner of any food. The quintessence,
therefore, i is that which gives colour, whatever it be, and virtue; and gold
when i} has lost its colour, at the same time lacks its quintessence. None
otherwise must it be understood of metals from which when the colour ig taken,
they are deprived of thelr special nature. 0

In like manner i§ it with stones and gems; as, for instance, the quint-
essence of corals is a certain fatness with a red tint, while the body of them is
white. The quintessence of the emerald, too, is a green juice, apd the body
thereof is .also white. None otherwise must we judge of all other stones,

namely, that they lose their nature, essence, and qualities when they lose °

their colours, as we particularly shew in our book on the ektractions of
them.

o



Th% :ﬂrclzidoxies of Theaphrastus Paracelsus. 25

The.: same, als:). should be understpod of herbs, plants, and other growing
Qroducts. So, too, of fle$h and blood, from which no quintessence ;m; be
extracted, for reasons already laid down. eHut, nevertheless, a certain
resemblance to a quintessence can be extraged from tham by us’ in the
following manner. A morsel of flesh still getains I¥fe in ‘itself, beaause the
flesh i5 yet supplied with all its nature and force. Wherefore there is life in it,
which, however, isenot true life, but still tHe life is preserved until putrefaction
sets in. S0 this difference musg 'be noted, whereby dried herbs and the like
are to be looked upon in the sa.'r}e way as flesh. That grecn spirit which is
their lifc has gone from theny Dead things, therefore, can be taken for a dead
,guintessence, as flesh is able to put forth all its powers from itsclf, though
speciallyscparated as to ené part from the body. So, too, with blood gnd with
dried kerbs. These, indeed, though, th®y are nof living quintessenges,
none the less demonstrate diow a dead quintessence displays some virtues.
Buf metals and stones have in them a perpetual life and essence, and Yhey do
not*die, but so long as theyr: metals or stones, so long does their life last.
Therefore, tjey also exhibit perfect quintess@ices which, in like manner, can
be extracted from them. o

And now we must see by what method the quintessence is to be extracted.
There are many ways.indced: some by additions, as the spirit of winc;
others by balsamites; some by separations of the elements, and many other
processes which we do not here particularise. .

But by whatsoever method it takes place, the quintessence should not
be exMracted by.the mixture or the addition of incongruous matters; but
the element of the quintessence must be extracted from a separated body,
and, in like manner, by that separated body which is extracted. Different
methods are-found by which the quintessence may be extracted, for instance,
by sublimation, b)’ calcination, by strong waters, by corrosives, by sweet
things, by sour, and so on, in whatever way it may be possible. And here
this is to be takerPcar® of, that everything which shall have been mixed with
the quintessence by the necessit} of extraction, must again be drawn off from
it, so that the quintessence may remain alone, unpglluted, and unmixed with
any other things. For it cannot be that the quintessence shall be extracted
from metals, more particularly from gold, which cannot be overcomesby itself,
without exhibiting some appropriate corrosive, whicf can afterwards again be
separatedefrom it. Ih this way, salt, which was water, is again extracted
from water, so that®&his water is free from salt. And hergthis oonsideration
comes in, that it is not every corrosive which is adapted for this purpose,
because they cannot all of them be separated ; for if vitriol or alum be mixed
with the water, neither of these can be separated from it afterwards without
Yoss or éorruption, so that they leave behind them a sharp residuum, for this
re'ason, because each of them is watery, and thus two similar things meet,
which ought nof to occur in this process. Care must therefore be taken that
iv;atery body be not taken for a watery, or an oily body for an oily, or a
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resinous body for a resinous one ; but' a contrary ought'in every case to
sepatale the quintessence and to extract it, as watems extract the quintkssence
of oily bodies (which is explétined in the case of the metsls), and oily,
substances the quintessende of watery bodies, as we may learn concerning the
qumlessem.e:, of horbs. «The coiosives ,Tthereforq, after the separdtlo;l and
extmctnon of the quintessence, mt«t be again separ'ated and this wiil be easily
done. For pil and water are readily separated, but not so .gil from oil ; nor,
in like manner, can water be separated from water without admixwuge ; and if
this is left it may cause great damage to thelquintessence. For the®quint-
essence oughtvto be clear and spotless, and collectgd without the admixture of
anything, that it may possess a uniform substance* by means of, which it can
pt.netrate the whole body. In truth its subtlety and force cannot be pgobed to ?
the foundation, no morg than its origin whence it first proceceded can be fully
kndwn. It has many gradcs : one against fevers, as in the case of oplates ;
another,against dropsy, as the essence of ;artar, one against apoplexy,‘aa
that of gold ; one against epilepsy, as that of vigrigl. The number of these is
infinite, and incapable of being pyoved by experiment. Whercfore the greatest
care and diligence should be shewn that to every disease its true'enemy may
be assigned. In this way Nature will #fiford help beyond belief, as will "be
made more clear in what follows. We cannot speak of the grades in the same
way as grades are applied to simples in medicine, for this reason that there is
no possible comparison between the grades of a quintessence and the grades
of simples, nor ought the comparison to be attempted ; but when such grada-
tion is made it is found that the excellence and virtue of one 1s greater than of
another, but not the complexion. For it must not be set down that the
quintessence of Anthos is hotter than the quintessence of lavender, or the
quintessence of Venus is drier than that of the Moon; but the grade of
anything should be determined by its great and more excellent virtues, namely,
after this manner. The quintessence of antimony cures leprosy, and the
quintessence of corals cures spasms and contortions. In order to learn, then,
which of these occupies the better angd highsr grade, there can be no other
judgment than this, namely, that the quintessence of antimony is higher and
more pc;tent, inasmuch as‘leprosy is a more severe disease than colic and its
belongings. According to the property, therefore, which it has against
differgnt diseases its grades are considered. This is, moreover, the case in
one and the same disease ; for one essence is more powerful than apother for
curing leprosy. The quintessence of juniper expels it, agd the quintessence
ot amber, the qum'{cesence of antimony, and the quintessence of gold. Now,
although there are these four essences in all which cure leprosy, they do it
with a difference, since with regard to the cure thereof they do not occupy the
same grade. For the essence of juniper drives away this disease by the &xtreme®
purgation and purification which it introduces into the blopd, and so consumes
the poison that it is not so perceptible. Hence it is reckoned In the first grade
of that cure. The quintessence of amber also takes away the poison dnd
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more. It purifies the lungs, the hegrt, and the members subject to leprosy ;
wherefore, the second gratle is assigned to it. The quintessence of antimony,
-beyond both tne virtues gheady spoken of, alsg &ears the skin, and sharpens
and rgnovates ‘the whole body in a wondgrful manner ; 3o, then, it holds
the third rank. But the quintessefce of V!g_. Sun Dby itseif fulfilg cach of
these‘task$, and then takes away from the roots all the symptoms of leprosy,
and renovates thg body as koney and whx are purged and purified by their
hoheycomb For this cause it pccupies the fourth rank.

In this way the grades ot’ the quintessence can be learnt, and the one
distinguished from the otheg, that is to say, which of them is higher or more
excellent than another. Even simples should be known by their properties.

“For whatever be the property in a simple form, such is the property of their
quirftessence, nbt more sluggish, but much stronger amd more excellent.

But now, “moreover, let us learn the dfoercncu of quintessences, for
sothe are of great service to the lwer by resisting all its dlscds@% some to the
head, others to the reins, ssme to the lungs, and some to the spls.en. and so
on. So, too, some operate only on the bl®od, others on the phlegm, others
in melancholy only, others only in Lholeld, while some others have effect only
on the humoutgs, some on the llfe-';pl-nt some on the nutritive spirit; some
operate on the bones, spme others on the flesh, some on the marrow, others
on the cartilages, some on the arteries; and there arc others which have
cffect only against certain diseases and agginst no others, as against paralysis,
the falling sicknegs, contractions, fluxes, dropsy, and so on. Some, also, arc
found to be nzfrcotics, others anodynes, some soporific, some attractive,
purgative, cleansing, flesh-making, strengthening, regenerative, and some
stupefying, and the rest.

ngc, too, are found gvhich renovate and restore, that is, they transmute
the body, the blodd, and the flesh. Some are for preserving the continuance
of life, some for retaining and preserving youth; some by means of
transmutation, others by quickening. Morcover, this must be understood,
that some have a specific forh, othegs an appropriated, others an influential,
and others a natural form. In a word, more of their virtues exist than we
are able to describe, and their effects in medicine are most wonderful and
inscrutable. In different ways it happens that some quintessences render a
man who is a hundred years old like one in his tyventieth year, and this by
their own strength and potency. But what man is able to trace the origin of
so great a mystery, or to ascertain from whence the first matergals naturally
take their rise? It belongs to our Supreme Creator to make these things so,
or to forbear. For who shall teach us, that we may know by what powers
the quintessence of antimony throws off the old hair and makes new hair

? grow ;.why the quintessence of balm destroys the teeth, eradicates the nails
8f the hands and the feet, and restorss new ones ; the quintessence of rebis
strips off and rknews the skin; and the quintessence of celandine changes
*the body and renovates it for the better, as colours renovate a picture?
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There are far morc matters than these, which here we omit, and reserve for
making clear in their proper chapters. . ‘ .

How, then, at length cdulg it be that we should relinqltisll that noble
philosophy and medicine, when Nature affords us such wonderful experigents
in and frgm them? Of these qﬁ*he othét Facultice are destitute, and so take
their position nakedly in mere cavil. Why should not this fact deligbt us’ that
the quintessence of the carline thistle takes force away fronp one and affords
it to another who uses it ; also that the quintéssence of gold turns inside ofit
the whole leper, washes him as an intestin['is washed in the shambles,
and likewise polishes the skin and the scabs and ,makes a new skin, doosens
the organs of the voice, takes away the whole ‘leprous complexion, and
makes him as if he had recently been born of his motker.

.th:refore we will eurn our mind to the making of such’quintessantes,
pointing out the way fpr the extraction or composition of then’1—-on.e for the
metals, another for marchasites, another for salts, another for stones ahd«
gems, another for burning things, another for .gwowing things, another for
spices, another for eatable and #drinkable things, all of which, with their
belongings, we will endeavour to make clear in a proper series. But it must
be noted, in the practice with quintessen‘ces, a good knowledge of theory
and of natural science is required ; theoretically, that js, of the properties of
things with regard to natural diseases. One must not be ignorant that
there is a difference between a quiptessence, aurum potabile, arcana, magis-
teries, and other things of that kind ; such as this, for example, that a quint-
essence cannot be again reduced to its own body, but aurum f)otabile is dasily
transmuted again to its metallic body ; so that far more noble virtues exist in
a quintessence than in the other things.*

% The distinction which subsists between the quintessence of gold and pot:nble gold isgillustrated by {he‘followmg
citation which, though it occms’in an independent treatise, offers only some small variations fiom a passage in the
Chirnrgia Magna which has been already given in the note on page 76 of the first volume :—We have already said
that it is scarcely possible for contractions to be cured in any other way than by medicines existing in the supreme
grades, such as is potable gold and the like, concerning which we have treated in the farger Erades, whence great care
must be taken concerning them, s is stated in the Book about the @uintessence. It is called potable gold so often
as it is reduced, together with other spirits and liquors, intd a substance which can be drunk. The oil of gold is a
golden oil made out of the substance only, saving addition. It is called quintessence of gold when a reddish tincture
is extracted therefrom and separated from its body. A virtue, or at least an active force, exists in the tincture. The
dose of potable gold is 1., when necded. Thedose of golden oil should not exceed ten grains of barley in weight.
‘That of the quintessence should not exceed three similar grains in good water of life, or some other water of equal
subtlety. Tt stfbuld be taken morning, noon, and evening, according to the requirements of the medicine, and without
the additton of corrosives or cortuptives, which can neither alter Its nature nor be mixed therewith. = Deseription of
Potadle Gold.  Take of potable gold, pulverized and dissolved in salt, gi.. with a sufficient quantity of distilled
vinegar. Perform successive scparations upon the whole by means of distillation till nothing of the acquired savour
shall remain.  They take water of life g v., pour them into a pelican, and digest togeth® for a month, when you will
have perfect potable gold, ti practice of which you must learn from our book on the quintmnco'. Though it has
not been described in glowing colours there is no equal medicine found in this age.— Description bf the Water of Life.
Take 1olbs. of vinwm ardens; of roses, balm, rosemary, anthos, cheirus, both species of hellebore, marjoram,
ana m. j. ; of ci n, mace, gs, garyophylli, g_rnins of paradise, all pepp bebe, ana Jii.; of the sap of
chelidonia, tapsus, balm, ana lib. ss. ; of bean ashes 3 v. Let all these be mixed and digested together ig o pelican
for twelve days ; then separate, and use for above process,—Description of the Oil of the Sun.  After the sap has
been separated from the gold in the way previously stated, let it boil for fifteen days in the digestive compound whicly
follows. Lect it afterwards be separated by the bath, when a thick oil will remain at thé®bottom, and this is unalloyed
gold, which use as above.—Forwminla of the Quintessence. Take s much as you please of gold which has been
repurged by royal cement or antimony. Remove its metallic quality, or malleation, by means of the water of salt, ,
Wash away the residue with sweet water. Extract ita tincture with spirit of wine. Lastly, elevate the spirit from ii




Phe Archidoxies of Thegphrastus Paracelsus. 29

While we thus spea]s,of the qyintessence, the difference of one from
another should be learnt, &nd then also what it is in itself. And althodgh we
Jhave already sufficiently explained it, neverthgless, prictice calls us another
way bdy which also the condition and nature of the quintessepce can be found
out. For although these de not appRar in Q’-A' form of the quintcssgncc.. nor
are they produced in the same way, nor do they consist of one element only as
the quinte§lsence ghould, stil', none the I&ss, we should judge of the quint-
essence of, tflese things, which is of more importance than that they should be
called a quintessence. It shouM rather be spoken of as a certain secret and
mystery. concerning which fnore should be writttn than we havy written con-
cerning the quintessence. , ‘But since we have made that clear in the books of
®the Paramirum, we pass,it by in this place.* The number of the arcana and
of thte arts of the mysteries is infinite and inscrutablep and many methods_ in
them are met with worthy the attention of the cleagest human intelle:ts'.
Among these arcana, neve.rtheless, we here put forwar.d four.  Of these
argana the first is the magcyry of life, the second is the prim‘ql matter, the
third is the Philosophers’ Stone, and the foarth the tincture. But although
these arcana are rather angelical than human to speak of, nevertheless, we
shall not shrinls from them, but rath®n we will endeavour to trace out the ways
of Nature, and we will arrange that everything which proceeds from Nature

and the guintessence will ramain at the bottom.~-Construction y the Wafter ofeSadt.  Take Ly itself the purest and
whitest pounded salt, which is produced by nature without decoction, boiling, or any of those pracesses by which alt
is usually made. Liguefy § several times, pound it very fine, mix it with the juice of 1aphanum roots, dissohve and
distil it, pnd when a redd#®h green appears again distil it five times, combining it in equal weights,  Dissolve faminated
Sol in this liquor till it becomes powder. Let this powder be washed in most limpid water, und distil a sufficient
number of times till the salt shall depait from it, which will take place soon, as it does not penctrate the interior
nature. When the corrosive has been removed the gold will be found by itself. —Extraction of the Spirat of Win
Take one measure of the best natural wine, red in preference to white, place in a capacious irculatory vessel for its
Detter rotation, seal it, plunge it into the sca-bath, and let it boil fur forty days. Afterwards pour it into a cucurbite,
distilsby the c Id way till the spirit shall have gone and all signs of it shall cease.  So finish.  (The process varies fiom
that of the Chirusgia Magna.) After the sign has been given cease. W hat followes 15 the water of iife, not sprrat ;
either is efficacious. Then the sign is double, one of the spivit and one of the waler of life. *our ont this spirit
of wine to the dregs, and in such a way that it floats over the surface to the height of six broad fingers. Close all
openings completely with®glass.® Digest for thirty days, during which time the tincture enters the -pirit. At the
bottom there remains a white powder. Separate by art, and let the powder melt.  Hende there is produced an agueous
metal or metallic water. Let the spitit evaporate, as we e taught by alchemy, and a sap resembling hquor remams
at the bottom. Graduate this four times in a retort adapted to the quantity of the matter. This is prrformed by
elevation, for it renders such like sub es subtle, though it permits not the®same to be developed beyond the fifth
essence.— e Comtracturis, Tract 11, c. 2. Among other uses of potable gold, it is a tonic for the heart which is so
efficacious that it is affirmed by Paracelsus to prevent all injuy befalling that vigan. Of like viitue i the hquor of
gold and the sub. of pearls reduced into the form of an oil and balsam. After these are cnumerated the essence
from the crocus of Mars and corals. The description of the potable gold in thi® connection is given as follows :  Let
the gold be calcined into yellowness by the royal cement of Hell and Malck. Then let it be scpaiated from its
impurity, and ‘afterwards mixed with circulated water. Digest for twenty-four hours in a molerate fire, when the oil
will flow forth and will float u@on the surface of the water. Collect and drink it mixed with water o life. Proceed
the same way with'pearls, only adding calx of chelidonia, and confine by means of disti led vinegar until they pass
off into liquer. Proceed also in like manner with corals, dissolving them in vinum ardens mixed with #el/. Remove
the vinum ardens from the putrefaction and you will have the liquor of coral. There are also other essences, as of
crocus, chelidonia, mace, cesium, balm, etc., which are ble for other plaints and affections of the heart, and
soma of W will fill the old, infirm, melancholy, and dep d with the greatest joy.—De Viribus Membrorum,
oLib, 11, c. 2. .

® The reference here made is too obscure for verification. In the large literature of the Paramirum and its
connected treatises, there are Liany observations upon arcana and mysteries, though few passages deal actually with
the quintessence. Whasoever is of importance has been embodied in this Iation as notes to the text. That
section of the present volume which is devoted to Alchemy as the fourth column of medicine may also be consulted in
¢his connection, as it is a treatise derived from the Paramirum.
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shall be capable of being naturally understood. Concefning the Mercury
of Lifé, therefore, we profess that it is not a quinvessence, but an atcanum,
because there exist in it m&y ‘virtues and forces which preserve, restore, and,
regenerate, as wg write in our book on the Arcana.

In like manner, also, the Pr.‘nal Mattér, not qnly in living things, but also
in dead bodies, operates more in the same manner than is thought'to be
naturally possible.  So also the Philosophers’ Qtone acts, which, ‘tinging the
body, frees it from all diseases, so that even ‘metals are purged ffom their im-
purities. In like manner the Tincture acts, vthich, as though it should'change
the Moon intg the Sun, so also changes disease in'to health. The same things
equally the other magisteries and elixirs do, ana the aurum potabile, all of

which are treated of severally in their own respectivg books. . ¢
«

® [ ]

¢ CONCERNING THE EXTRA(..TIO\' OF THE QUanssENcn FRO’1 METAls.

Wa will, then, bneﬂy go through the e)itractxon of the quintessénces fiom
metals For, in our times, many persons havg pade numerous experhnents
with these, and copious results fgllowed which obliged them to enter on other
different ways. With regard to metals, then, it must be understood that they
are divided into two parts, namecly, ipth their quintesscnce.and into their
body. Both are liquid and potable, and do not mix, but the impure body
ejects the quintessence to its surface, like the cream fiom the milk. In this
way two fatnesses or viseous liquidg are formed out of the metals, and these
liquids have to be separated.  The fatness of the body is always white in all
metals ; but their quintessence is coloured, as we have %efore expdained
concerning the seven metals. All, moreover, have the same process, which is
as follows : —

Let the metal be dissolved in water, and aftengvards this solution c.listilled
by a bath and drawn off.  Let it be putrefied until it isyreduced to an ‘oil.
Let this oil be distilled from small phials or cucurbites by means of an alembic,
and one part of the metal will remain at the bottom. « Leg this be reduced
to an oil as before, and be distilled, yntil alé the metal shall have ascended.
Afterwards let it be again putrefied for a month, and at length again
distilled with a slow fire. ‘Then the vapours will at first ascend and afterwards
fall into the receiver. These vapours remove ; and there will ascend two
obscyre colours, one whitg, but the other according to the nature and condition
of the metal. When they have ascended altogether they become separated in
the receiver, so that the quintessence remains at the boftom and the white
colour of the body floats at the top. Separate these two by ‘means of a
tritorium, and in another phial receive the quintessence, into which pour
purified ardent wine and let it remain until the wine is completely acidulated.
Afterwards let it be strained or separated from the quintessence, and fét moree
fresh wine bé poured on. Do this until you no longer perceive any sharpness.
At last, pour on doubly distilled water, so that it may be washed and brought
to its proper sweetness, and so keep it. In this way the quintessence’ of



L2 Archidoxies of Thegphrastus Pavacelsus. 31

metals is prepared’ But if you reducg the white portion, you will have there-
from a thalleable, white, add metallic body of which it cannot be known under
what species qt is embraced. There are many other ways found out for
extracting the quintessence. About these we keep silence, for the rgason
that thcy are not consideredely us td De true Xtractiohs of fuintesseyces, but
only transdzutations in whigh no extraction is produced or comes to be used.
]

CONCERNING THEOEXTR:\CTlO’N OF THE QUINTESSENCE FROM MAR'CHASITES.

In marchasites also are fount various methods for the extraction of their
quintessence, and yet we scgrcely judge these to be true quintesgences. And
although they are of greatér virtue than their quintessence, as wa teach of
®Arcana, Magisteries, and Efixirs, nevertheless, this our mode and manner of
extracting the quintessence from all lhe metallic marshasites is like the tepe
extractions of the metals. But the followmg is the geason why we before
§ai@ that the quintessence % the.supreme virtue of things, and nowy on the
cortraty, do here say of Argaga that they are greater than the quintessences
themselves : because all the Arcana containein themselves the quintessences
and, morcover, are reduced to such subtlety and acuity that they hence
receive a far gpeater virtue than th¥equintessence does. The same is laid
down, too, concerning tl.aeir appropriate and specific quality. But the process
for extracting the quintessence from marchasites is as follows : —

Take a pound of a marchasite verygfinely ground, of the cating water
two pounds, mix them together in a pelican, let them remain in process of
digestbon for two® or three months, and be reduced to a liquid. Distil this
entirely with the fire and it will pass over into an oil which you will putrefy in
the dungheap for a month. Afterwards distil it like metals, and in the same
way twp colours will ascegd therefrom, one white, and the other the true
colour of’the quin#ssence. Leave the white, unless it be from bismuth or
from a white marchasite, in which case you shall know one from the other by
the density. Take the lower one, and reduce it to its sweetness as was said
above concerning the metals. ®In thig way you have extracted the quintes-
sence from marchasites without any corruption of their powers or virtues.

[ ]

CONCERNING THE EXTRACTION OF THE QUINTESSENCE FROM SALTS.
]

The method of extracting the quintessence fromdsalts is brought about in
a somewhat peculiar way, so that their force may not be diminished, and is as
follows :(— ° .

Take salls, which you will calcine perfectly ; and if the.y be volatile you
will burn them. Afterwards let them be resolved into tenuity and distilled into
water. Put this water in putrefaction for a month, and distil it by means of
a bath, When the sweet water will ascend, which throw away. That which
has not ascended putagain in digestion for another month, and distil as before,
repeating the process until no sweetness is any longer perceptible. By this
meahs you now have the quintessence of the salt at the bottom, scarcely two
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ounces in weight out of a pound of the calcined or burnt saltt Of this salt, thus ©
extracted, though it shall be only comnion salt, anLounce and a half*seasons
food more than a pound and a half of the other. I’or only its quintessence fs
present, and the body is tuken“away from it by means of the Hquid solution.

in lhlS way is separated theg quintessance of gll salts; but it is extracted
in another way from alum and from vitriol, as follows :— ©

These will not allow of their bsing calcn‘led‘mto flux like salts.* Therefore,
after their calcination it is necessary to.burn them, ‘and ces.olve them
according to the usual method. After they hare been resolved, pour bn them
again the waters which have proceeded from them, and go on 'u:cordmg to the
method prescnbcd in the casc of salts. For much of the essence ascends with
the moisture, which again subsides at the bottom m process ‘of composmom

and pufrefaction, and go they meet together in one. . N
€ '3 .
CONCERNING THE EXTRACTION OF THE QUINTESSENCE FROM Sronks, FROM
L]
L]

' (GEMS, AND FROM ¢PEARLS, .

The method of extracting the quintessence Out of stones, gems, and pearls,
with all of which the process is the same, is of all others the mqst excellent,
and in its operation is very subtle and it‘lgenious. A very small quantity of
this quintessence is to be obtained front gems, and the more fubtle and pure
the gem is, the more minute is the essence. It is scarcely worth the trouble to
extract the essence from dense, great, and cheap stones, since little virtue
exists in them, whence it happens that very little comes forth from them. The
process is of the following kind :— X

Take gems, margarites, or pearls, pound them into somewhat larg frag-
ments, not into powder, put them into a glass, and pour on them so much
radicated vinegar as will exceed the breadth of four or five fingers. Let them
be digested for an entire month in a dung-heap; and when this ls pver the
whole substance will appear as a liquid.  This you wilf lighten wnlh other
radicated vinegar, and by shaking mix them together. The vinegar then
acquires the colour of the stone. Pour the coloured liuid $nto another glass,
again pour on vinegar as before, untik the whole has no longer any colour.
In that colour is contained the quintessence ; the residuum is the body. Then
take the colours, suffer them to be cooked to dryness, and afterwards wash
often wigh distilled water until all becomes sweet as above. At length let this
dust be dissolved on madble. In this manner you will have the quintessence
of the gems and pearls. It must be remarked, however, in the colour of pearls,
that they tgemselyes are resolved into the colour of thickemilk, and their body
is sandy and viscous. In like manner is it to be laid down about the crystal.
Its quintessence comes to the top, a certain viscous body remaining, by which

the success of tais. kind of extractions may be known.

¢ ¢

CONCERNING THE EXTRACTION OF THE QUINTESSENCE FROM BurNING THINGS.

Those things are called burning which are used neither for food nor
for drink, and which of their own nature burn and keep alive the fire in-the
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‘bodxly substance. The method of extragting the quintessence from these is as
follows : —Take such a ! -ody, very finely pounded, place it in a glazed pot, until
itrbe full, seal it*with tiw sqal of wisdom so that jt #hall not breathe forth, and
burn it {n a circulatory fire for twenty-four hours, so that it shall remain at an
even temperature, while the pot glows Yike the waals, Yhen fake it ouy of the
fire, let*it putrefy in dung forJfour weeks, and afterwards distil it.  Whatever
ascends, let this be #laced in a venier equinds, in order to distil all the moisture
from it, andeagfain sec it to putrefy until no moisture any longer issues {rom
it ; and then at length the quintéssence of the body which thou ‘hadst taken
remains at the bottom. In this manner the quintessence is extracted from all
things which contain oil in them, or resin, or pitch, or anything of that kind,
a¥ out of turpentine, fir, juniper, cypress, and the rest; and in like manner
out of*all,seeds, fPuits, and similar thmge. )

But it must Be remarked that many More methods of gxtracting the qu.nt-
essence from these are handed down, elsewhere, ways and modes by w hy,h it
comes forth quite odoriferous, subtle, and clear; but these methods are not
extractions of,the quintessende; they are rathor certain magisteries of these
things, by which certain portions of the quintessence mount up at the same
time in the procass of mixing. They @ not, however, perfect quintessences.
For the essence of woods is a certain fatness or resin and a thick substance,
whence it is not extracted in the form of magisteries. And the cause is this,
The quintessence of the turpentine tree heale wounds, But when, in the above-
mentioned way, it hgs been extracted from other magisteries, it does not heal
wounds{because it"has not in itself the fundamental power of the quintessence.
The magisteries, indeed, are separated from the quintessences on this prin-
ciple, that they only concern the complexions and the four eclements, which,
however,, is not the nature of quintessences. Moreover, these magisteries
receive it spiritually $nd not materially in its proper essence, as is clear from
the chapters.

CONCERNINE THE EXTRACTION OF THE QUINTESSENCE OUT OF
GroWiNG THINGS.

Those things are called growing ®in this placs which fall and grow
again, as herbs, leaves, and the like. For extracting the quintessences of
these, several methods also have been found out by the addition of other
things. But they should be extracted without the admixturc of anything,eso
that they may retain their taste, colour, and odour ; and that these properties
may be incregsed in ®hem, not diminished. Thus, if the guintqsseace be
extracted from musk, amber, and civet, their body afterwards stinks, so that
they are no ionger of any account in taste, in odour, or in nature. So of
other things in this class it must be understood, so far as relates to the
extractlon of their quintessences. But we do not discuss musk, amber, and
civet in this chapter, "because we write specially of them elsewhere, and at
present we are only treating of growing things, as the lily, spike, leaves ; for

thé extraction of the quintessence from which the following is the process.
VOL. 11, D
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. Take growing things, bruised asc complctely as possxble. Put them in
some fitting vessel, and set this in a venter equmus for four weeks. After-
wards distil them by means ‘ofca bath ; again let tliem be placed in horse-dung
for oight days, and oncg #more distilled by, the bath of Mary. ¢
Thes the qumteqeence will ascend by the®alembic, but the body will
remain at the bottom. If any of the qumtessencc shall have remamed ‘at the
bottom, putrefy it still further, and proceed as before. Then tcake at length
this distilled water, add it again to this growmg thing, and so, by 'means of a
pelican, let them be digested together six days Thereupon the colour will
be dense. Abstract this by means of the balneym maris, when the body will
disappear, the quintessence remaining at the h‘ottom. Separate this by a
retortive process, that is, by pressure, from the dregs, and let this quintes-
sence digest for four days. In this way you will have it perfect in eddur, in
juiciness, in taste, and in virtue, as wellas consigting of a thick substance.
t ¢
CONCERNING THE EXTRACTION OF THE Qum-rzssaucn FROM SPICES. *

We will now teach the method of extracting thc quintessencé from spices,
as musk, civet, camphor, and the like, First the qumtessence ought to be
reduced to another form, and at length to be separated thefefrom. In that

same process of separation the quintessence is found§ as follows :—

Take oil of almonds, with which let an aromatic body be mixed, and let
them be digested together in a giass vessel in the sun, for the proper time,
until they are reduced to a paste. Afterwards let them bg pressed out from
their dregs. In this way the body is separated from the quintessence, which
is thus mixed with oil, from which it is separated in the following way :—

Take rectified ardent wine, into which let the aforesaid oil be poured,
and let them be left in process of digestion for sik days. ,Afterwarés let them
be distilled by ashes.  The ardent wine will ascend, and the quintessence
with it. The oil will remain at the bottom without gny gf the quintessence
remaining. Afterwards let this wine be digtilled by the dalneum maris, and
the quintessence will remain at the bpttom in the form of an oil distinct from
all similar ones. .

CONCERNING THE EXTRACTION OF THE QUINTESSENCE FROM EATABLES
L[]
. . AND DRINKABLES.

The quintessence of food ought to be none otherwise than in a form
similar tosthat wherewith we should be fed, namely, fleth. And although, as
we said before, no quintessence can be extracted from flesh, nevertheless we
are easily able to extract from it, so far as it is its own, that which is
equivalent to the quintessence, as follows: °

Take some eatable thing, cut up, put it into a vessel or jug, carefully
luted, and suffer it to boil for three days. Then strdin off what is in ‘the
pot, and distil it by means of a bath. Thus there will ascend first of all a
kind of wateriness, and when this has entirely passed over, the qumtessence
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will be left at the bottom. - This is thexchicf nutriment beyond all others which
ye could put down or describe. And in respect of its nutritive power it is
‘equal to a quintessence.s The quintesscnce cm’ly also be extracted out of
drinks in various ways ; but this is thie true process which we consider chiefly
useful and convenient for the work in hand : e

Take anything drinkable, enclose it {n a pelican, just as it is, with its
whole substance. * Let it digest for a month in horse«dung. It ‘will be still
better to Tt it stay a year or more, and you will find in the pelican a
certain something digested. §cparate this by means of the bath, afterwards
by ashes, and lastly by fire. s In this way you will have three quintessences,
which, in like manner, «rc in all drinks, for many reasons, which we
enumerate in our treatise on Generations. "

"Thse three quintessences having Reen extracted,®and each put into dts
proper vesgel, the two latte: should e further digested and then placed in the
balncum Mariee, when there will fscend more of the previous quintgssence.
Kéep on doing this until no mdre of the former ascends, and in this way they
are scparatad as complctcly as possible. *

What we have so briefly taught about the quintessence of all things, and
the short method of its extraction, ought not to rouse wonder in any at
the rapid course of our *and and pen. For they are all well and completely
handed down, and not so succinctly is the quintessence written of by us but
that the work and labour nccessary for it arc clearl'y demonstrated. ~ What
need is there of mauch writing, which shall only nauseate ourselves and our
readers, if we do not take into consideration that exercise and experience teach
everything ?

But how wonderful arc its virtues and powers if it be extracted in the
aforesaid manner we have cven now partly taught, and shall make more clear
in the last books that which belongs to this part of the Archidoxies; and thus
we shall have fully described the quintessence of all things. And although
many before us have, in various documents, written great things about
quintessences, still we do not think of their writings as a quintessence, the
cause whereof we have already suﬂicie’ntly adduced.,

We have even learnt from them that verdigris was accounted the quint-
essence of Venus, when it is not so, but the crocus of Yenus is the quirntessence
of Venus, which is thus to be understood. The flower Sf brass is a transmutdtion
with the substance, at oncc dense and subtle, and extracted from every com-
plexion of Venus. Wherefore it can be no quintessence, But the crocus of
Venus, as we have taught, is the true quintessence : for it is a potable thing
divided from the body without corrosion or admixture, very subtle, even more
g0 than omne cares to write in this place, for the sake of avoiding prolixity.
So also, the crocus 'of Mars and its rust have hitherto been considered a
qumtessence, but it is not so. But the crocus of Mars is the oil of Mars.
Concernmg these things we set down more about transmutations in our

phllosophy
D2
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A quintessence, therefore, is thus.to be undegstood, aamely, that it is
noth(ing else than a certain separation of virtues fromn the body, wherein exists
the whole virtue and essence’ og medicine. But whas are the flswer of brass,*
and the flower of Mars, and many snmllar matters, is handud down jn the
trcatise en Magisteries.

None otherwise must it be Judgcd of vegetables and herbs and such things
than concerfning the metals. And although we have pit forth lofty and
numecrous virtues of the quintessence, nevertheless, only the smallest part “of
their forces and qualities has been told. But we have principally made it clear
how these things are to be understood ; yet least of all have we been ahle to tell
what and how great are their powers and virtues. «From this may be hinted
how grgat is the power which we have in our hand'ﬁ. only let us know how to’
usg it well.  Ilence, akio, is made (.lc.u' the cause why man was creatgd, and
all things on earth yere made subject to bim ; and also why it is that nothmg
good or ill happens without a cause, whichgwe set forth more clcarly in our
book on the Nature of Things.* For that foundstion brings with it a faith fixed
on the Creator, and a hope of Hit love towards us,*as of an excellept father for
his children.  So, then, we must not snatch at any shadowy and vain faith;
but it is right that we regard only Go?and Nature, and the Art of Nature.
Wherefore, with good reason, we call only on Him in this life and for evermore,
and believe that only which we see to be so, receiving or approving nothing
that does not agree with'Nature, on which is beyond Nature.

THE END OF THE FoURTH BOOK OF THE ARCHIDOXIES ON FHE QUINTESSENCE,

® In the first hook of the tieatise entitled Philosnphia Sagaa, man is considered as the quintessence of the
macrocosm. , This point is frequently a subject of consideration in the transcendental physics of Paracelsus, and some
refereyjce has been made to it already<jn the annotations of the first volume. Man is a certain extract of the whole
machine of the world derived no otherwise than the physician extracts the strength and essence from a berb, the result
oi which process is called a quintessence,  That which the dcspoiled body is to the extruacted virtue, s0 is the world to
man. By so much as the body is weaker the quintessznce is more cfficacious ; the morg is extracted the less remains in
the originul mawer. Ine€he case of the macrocosm, however, there has not been so exhaustive an extract as is
performed by medicine. That only has been taken which was necded for man, and what remains is sufficient for his
nourishment. Now, concerning Adam it must be known that he was mude man in the image of God ; his wife, Eve,
was made, and not born, out of Adam. It was not the will of God to make a double extract from the world, but one
only, which is the quiu essence of the Microcosm. He extracted, therefore, the mau, not the woman. . . ., Man
is generated from punefaction. Putrefaction takes place through the operation of the macrocosn® through tiy
clements, and through the stars, in the father and mother, as by instruments which Naturc has bestowed. Not that
the exterior world works here, but the microcosm through the quintessence, . . Erom the father and mothent no
intcllect, or sapience, iy born, but only out of the firmament, by the operation of lhe i and the
virtue. . . . The quintessence which is mnade in man is retained, being ord:uned for seed, whence children are
born. That sperm which is the quintessence retains the nature, essence, and property of the mass and clay of the
carth,




THE FIFTH BOOK OF TIIE ARCHIDOXIES

FROM THE THEOPHRASTIA OF PARACELSUS THE GREAT.

CONCERNING ARCANA. ’
°

AVIV(: treated of gumte%enc& we will now Jurn our attention”in
H due course to write dbou) Arcana, since we undcrsl.md morg about
them than about the forces of quintessences; wherein exberience
teaches us that there is the'greatest difference on account of the very powerful
operations whereby are demonstrated to us by most evident signs what
things arc bettgr, more useful, or infdMor in their powers.  In this way we arc
able to avail oursclves of one or the other, according to their uscfulness in
medicine. Indeed, the ancients often thought that the arcana were quint-
esscnces, since they saw that they were guch more subtle than dense sub-
stances, and knew that they operated in a wonderful manner through their
subtleanature. But this error of theirs arose, not from rcason, but rather had
its origin in a lack of practice ; since there was among them no knowledge as
to the determinate difference of the high degrees, but they esteemed every
higher and highest degrec as quintessences.  This difference, however, ought
to be known and (éfined, not by practice alone, but also, and rather, by the
operations of medicine.

Before, thene we® treat of arcana, we must see and know why they are
so called, and what an arcanum$s, since it has so exccllent a name, and well
deserves to have it, too. That is calked an arcanum, then, which is incor-
poreal, immortal, of perpectual life, intelligible %“bove all Nature and of
knowledge more than human.* Compared, indeed, with our corporeal bodics,
arcana are to be considered incorporeal and of an esfence far more cexcallent
than ours, the difference being as great as between black and white. They
have the power of wansmuting, altering, and restoring usg as the arcana of
God, accordmg to their own induction. And although there is not eternity in
our arcana, or that harmony which is celestial, nevertheless, compared with
us, they ought to be judged celestial, since they preserve our bodies more
Yhan can be done or found out by Nature, and operate upon them in a
wbnderful way by their virtues. None otherwise, therefore, should there

« “%The arcanum is, as it were. a potent heaven of medicine sct within the hand and the w ill of the physician. — Le
Aridura.
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natural arcana be compared to our bodées, so far as medncme is concerned,*

than as the secrets of God are. Nor shall we fear to write that these arcang
arc higher and greater than bugselves, and that they have the greatest power®
of inaugurating lifc in us, .as witness those four which we shall set down.

Neither ghall we take any heed of the empty storics told by those slavish

dwarf-divines, since we consider that they have nc more understandmg than a
blind man has sight.  One rm.mum, then, is of‘a single csl,'cnce' another is

the arcanum of Nature herself : for the arcanum is the whole virtue 8f a thing,

excelling a thousandfold the thing itself. We are able, therefore, fearlessly

to asscrt that the arcanum of a man is every gift and virtue of his which he

retains lo cternity, as we teach in another book.ef these Arehidoxies. An

arcanum, then, comes to be understood in two waye: one is perpetual, the
other is quasi-perpetual  This quasi-perpetual arcanum we jﬁ-dge to be‘like
that which is perpefyal according to the esteers and predestinafion of it

Four arcana only have been known to us from our boyish years; with these
we will complete this book, and work out for Sursclves a sulliciently praiSe-
worthy memorial, so that we miy never forget lﬁ'em, praying tke Supremc
God that of His mercy He will allow our human flesh to attain to many years,

so that we may lay up a loag and gentlércpose for our age, tochope faithfully
in Him, and in no way to doubt that He, since He dei7ned to take our human

nature, will allow us to enjoy it, so that we may in no way be disappointed of
our hope, as we confidently expect Will be the case.

Relying thus upon this hope, we will begin by making, clear what is the
difference between these four arcana, as to the labour, the art, and lastly, the
virtues. For this purpose, a final and conclusive knowledge of the virtues of
each is required.  Generically, first of all, they keep the body in health, ward
off diseases from it and drive them away ; they enliven the depressedespirits,
freeing them from all.sorrow; they protect from all sickness, and happily
conduct the body even to its predestined death, which has no end save by a
lessening of consumption, as we lay it down in our treatise ch Life and Death.

And although we have alrcady made clear their virtues in a general way,
and their nature, nevertheless they diffef very much in particulars one from the
other, so that no onc of them opcrates altogether in the same way as another,
or fulfils its virtucs, but they are different both in manner and form, each
withtits own proper and 'peculiar ways. So, then, the Prima Materia is the
first Arcanum ; the sccond is the Philosophers’ Stone, the third is the Mercurius
Vitee, and ghe fomrth is the Tincture, for even thus we will st down the

* Now, the difference between arcana and medicines is this, that arcana operate in their own nature, or essence,
but medicine in y ¢l s. Yet do not piefer themselves to medicine. Medicines are those things
wherein it is understcol that cold is to be removed by heat and supcrfluity by purgation. Thus, there are reckoned
substances of the arcana which by their natures are directed against the property of their enemy, even as one pugiliss
is opposed 1o another.  Accordingly, the conflict of Nature is such that craft is circumvented by craft, and all things that
we possess natusally in the earth, the same Nature also requires to be presorved in medicine. This is, therefore, fhe
part of the physician,mamely, to act not otherwise than as if two encmics opposed one another, who were equally
cold or equally glowing with heat, and arc both armed with similar weapons. Since the victory lies between these, so

must you also understand concerning man, that there are two combatants, soliciting natural aid from one modthen,
namely, the virtue alone. The arcana also operate with like virtue.—Parag»inum, Tract 11., De Astronomia.
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practice of them ih order, aftcr we have explained their modes of operation as
- follows :— c o

.* In the boginning, 1t must be remarked, c.ogcumnq the Dyimal Matter,
that 1t puts forth its prgdeslmdtlon, to whicl? it is foreordained, entire, and
from ltS first origin to its final end well-defined and® exemplified.  For as the
seed gives of itsclf the entire herb, with renewal of all its forces and con8umption
of the old essence; so that th.: former substance, nature, and essence have no
futther oper®tion, so do we say of the primal matter, that we are born from
one sced like something growiag in the ficld according to its growing nature.
According to the aforesaid example, the primal matter introduces new youth
into a man, just as a new h3rb springs forth from a new seed in a new summer
eand a new yecar. %

«The Philosophers’ Stone, which is the second arcanum, perfects ity
opcratnons in another form. namely, ¢his: As the extrinsic fire burning the
spotted sRin of the s.il.tm.mdcr, renﬂers it pure as if it® ®cre newly born, so,
also, the Philosophers’ Stone gurgc‘: the whole body of man, and clghnses it
from all its impurities by she introduction o.f new and more youthful forces
which it joins to the nature of man.

The Mergury of Life, which ivythe third arcanum, gives proofs of its
operations like those which the kingfisher displiys, which is renewed every year
at its annual period and endued with new plumage. Even so this arcanum
casts off the nails from the hands and feel of a man, the hair, skin, and every-
thing that belongs to him, makes them grow afresh, and renews the whole
body, as was sawd above concerning the kingfisher.

But the Tincture, which is set down by us as the fourth Arcanum,
displays its operations like the Rebis, which makes gold, or the Sun, out of
the Moon and other metals. None otherwise does the tincture affect the body
of m.m, ®and take : away from him his corruption and impediments, changing
all into the greatest purity, nobility, and permanence.

How, theng can it be that we should withdraw from this noble art of
medicine, or from philosophy étsclf, when we see so clearly their force and
power, which alone confirm us, andg deservedly so, that we should place the
greatest confidence in them?  For we have not applied our minds to believe,
learn, or imitate things which cannot be proved and attested by most true and
certain evidence conjoined with reason. When CL\ri.st hung upon the E,‘ross,
if the sun and moon had not been affected with a kind of sympathy, so that
they were deprivedgof their light and darkened, and had not the earth been
shaken with a fearful tremor, and had not other signs beer manifested at His
nativity, no one would now believe in Him. They naturally teach us to see
and know this, that Jesus Christ is God, and took human nature upon
Himsel!, We may say the same of the Arcana, that they cause and even
tompel us to belieye in them, so that we should not withdraw from them even
up to the time of death, but rather strictly and constantly, among many

« hindrances, every day go on to give thanks to God. So neither the eclipse
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nor the moon will detach anything from us. We will therefore put forth the
praetice and claboration of these four Arcana, by Which we are able to drive
away the accidents and corpuptions of our youth, fmd to rejoice in them aS.
our cternal Arcanum rejoices ifi its eternal life. *

. o'

¢ CONCERNING THE ARCANUM OF THE PRIMAL MATIER.*

Since we have sufficiently pointed out concerning the Primal Matter,
whence it [')roceccls and what it is, we must understand tﬁlat it is.bascd not,
only on men, but on all bodily creatures, that, is, on everything that is born
from any sced. Whence it may be inferred that if it has its operation in any
created body and perfects it, as we have before” declared, it is able also to
preserve trees from corruption, herbs from being drigd up, and also metals from,
rust, concerning which the same thing must be understood of men and of Rrute
beasts. So, then, a trce which is now almost consumed with. age, and daily
more and more verg.rg on its own corréption, not from defect of*root omof
nutriment, but of its own proper virtue, ¢hn be renewed by its own primal
matter just as we said about the skin of the salamgnder, and so may arrive at
another age according to its preglestlndtlon, nay, even at a third, % fourth, or
more. On this principle virtues are to contribute to it, namely, in order
that its corruption and destruction may be now and agam renewed in a
long process of time. No less is this to be understbod of herbs, which last
only for a single year, because their predestination is no longer. For they,
even when they begin to be dried u;), are renewed by their primal matter, so
that they remain green and fresh for another annual periotl or for a third, a
fourth, or more. The same thing understand of brute beasts, as, for instance,
old sheep and other animals.  They can be renewed for a fresh period of life,
having received their virtues, such as milk and wool, like young sheep.
Equally, too, can man be led on from one age to another, as we Have said
before.  From this it ought be known what the primal matter is according to
its essence. In created things, such as have no sensation, it is their seed ;
but in created beings endowed with sensation, it is their sperm. For it must
be known that the primal matter is not to be taken from the thing out of which
this created body is produazd, but out of the produced and generated material.
For the primal matter has in it such virtues that it will not allow the body
which is born of it to go jnto consumption, but abundantly affords whatever is
necessary for the supply of every requirement. Indeed, death only arises from
the destruction or infection of the living spirit. Now, that spirit grows out

® According to one of his treatises on turpentine Paracelsus held that the ultimate matter is contained in that sced
wherein God has digested each thing, but those more especially which are subject to natural growth, created by
Himself. The primal matter is gruss seed. It is the ultimate and not the primal matter, which, on the authority of
this treatise, is uscful to man. According to the tenth chapter of the Labyrinthus Medicrrum, every growing thing
whatsoever is in its first matter without form, or unformed. For example, the fir, the beech, the oak,are all in the
beginning seed, wherein there is nothing which ought to be, that is, nothing which we.should expect to find, hnviﬁg
regard to what they become subsequently. But if such a seed be put into the ground, it is needful that it should first
putrefy. Otherwise nothing is produced from it. When it putrefies, it dissolves altogether, and from being a secd h
becomes nothing, but, at the same time, the putrefaution i« the first matter from which tha tree develops. v



¢ T/ze.Arc/tz'do;z'es of Theoplrastus Pamce-l;us. 41

of the sperm, o out of the seed.and is altogether a spermatic substance ;
therefore it can be helped 'oy its like. “For wherever the like is given as ahelp,

«‘there is introduced a new period of life, for manycauses which we do not detail
in this place, bt make clear in our « Philosopfly.”* Furthermore, although we
did not proposc to write ip this Hoek anything abbut the nourishmeft and
renovation of trees, since we undertook to treat only of the medicie of the
human body, still, let thosesfacts about®the trees and other transmutations
o: this kipd®be set down, in order that, parabolically, and by those examples,
we may make our meaning easier to be understood. The quintessence of
the seed of the nettle (otherwise the lavender) if it be poured on to any root
of its own herb, so that Hﬂs herb may receive its tincture and be affected by

eit, it remains another yeur as in the former year, not putrefying until that
second ycar shall have been completed. R ¢

In like manner, if the .quintcssenc' of the seed of quinces be poured on"the
réot of a'quince tree, the tree ren:at'ns green to the en® bf another year, and
also produces flowers and fruifs. In the same way, the quintessence of’ cherries
causes trees to put forth their fruits twice ina year, as if in two summers ; one
is the middle summer of the seasonable cherry trees, and the other summer is
made like the former. "

Not only, therefore, is it fit that we should speak of the quintessence of
the sperm, but also cdncerning the arcanum of the sperm, from which pro-
ceed far more wonderful things than we have already pointed out

So then, let us first make clear the process of this practice. In the
first place, it isedlike among men and animals. Secondly, it is made out of
primal matter only in the following way :

Take primal matter, let it digest in a flaccum in a resolutive digestion
for a month, To this let there be joined the addition of a monarchy of
equal .“.reight. Iset them be suffered to digest again from one to two months.
Then distil this matter [? by the cloth] and what ascends will be the arcanum
of the primal mgttem, concerning which we are here writing. And let no one
wonder at the brevity of this method or process, for complexity is apt to

involve much error. <

CONCERNING THE ARCANUM OF THE PHILOSOPHERS’ STONE.

1 am neither the author nor the executor of that Philosophcers’ Stone, which
is differently described by others; still lcss am | a‘searcher into it, so that I
should speak of it b'v hearsay, or from having read about it. Therefore, since
I have noecertainty thereof, I will leave that process amd pumsuc my own,
as being that which has becn found out by me through use and practical
experiment. And I call it the Philosophers’ Stone, because it affects the

"

* Paracelsus has bequeathed o his followers a Philosophy of the Four Elements, a Philosophy addiessed to the
thunlam. an Occult Philosephy, Five Philosophical Tracts, and a vast system under the title of Philovophia Sagax,
The connection of the living apirit with the sperm is discussed very largely in most or all of these, as, indeed, elsewhere
in his writings. Under these circumstances thero is scarcely any need, as. in fact, there would be great difficulty to

* distinguish the special soction to which roference is here made.
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bodies of men just as their’s does, tha.t is, just as they wtite of their own.
Mine; however, is not prepared according to their process; for that is not
what we mean in this places nor do we even understand it. We do not set’s
down in this our practical treati¥e the process of the operatlon, since we, have
before® mentloncd it in thé beginning of this bogk when we were wntmg
of its furcc and its effects, which it has by means Of separation.  * °

Concerning the entrance of this® penetrationy you shall also further note,
by which entrance it penetrates the body and"all that therein is. *For by that
penetration it restores and renews it, not that ite removes the body altogether,
and introduces a new body in its place, or that, like the primal matter, it
infuses its spermatic arcanum thereinto, but that'iot. so purges the old whole
body as the skin of the salamander is purged, without any injury or defect, o
and the old skin nonegthe less remains in its essence and form. In dike
manner, this Phllosophers Stone pL‘lﬁeS the Qeart and all the prmc1pal
membcrs, as well as fhe intestines, the marrow, and whatever elSe is coh-
tained infthe body. It does not allow any dlqe.'lse to germinate in the body.;
but the gout, the dropsy, the jgundice, the colic,efly from it, and it expels
all the illnesses which proceed from the four humours; at the same time,

purges bodies and renders them just &s though they were ngwly born. It
banishes everything that has a tendency to deatroy nature, none otherwise
than as fire does with worms. [Even so, all weaknesses fly before this
renovation. .

This Philosophers’ Stonc has forces of this kind, whereby it expels so
many and such wonderful diseases, not by its complexion, or its specific form,
or its property, or by any accidental quality, but by the powers of a subtle
practice, wherewith it is endued by the preparations, the reverberations, the
sublimations, the digestions, the distillations, and afterwards by yarious
reductions and resolutions, all which operations of this kifld bring the stone
to such subtlety and such a point of power as is wonderful. Not that it had
those powers originally, but that they are subsequently agsigmed to it. Some-
thing like this is to be understood in the®case of honey, which, by its
elevations becomes far sharper than amy aquafortis or any corrosive, and
more penetrating than any Sublimate. Such a property of sharpness it has not
by nature, but this proceeds solely from the elevation, which changes all the
honey into a corrosive.  1a these effectual Arcana, too, it must be considered
that those who use them, as well as the children sprung from them, live after-
wards endued witl such health that no sickness or ailmeat, or anything like
a flaw, afterwards happens to their bodies, but they are adorned altogether
with such a subtle and pure complexion of Nature, that it is impossible a more
noble state of the complexion can be induced. For that most cho:ce and
excellent medicine effectually renews and purifies, and mtroducee an’
incorruptible life, which cannot be contaminated by any. kind of life. ”
suffers nothing to become enfeebled, but secures that men shall live in the
highest nobility of Nature, while it advances their offspring to the terdth
generation.
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This Philosoﬁhers’ Stgne not onlytransmutes one weight, but this trans-
mutes another, and this again another, and so on, in so far that these
*mutations mikht be extgnded almost endlesslypjust as onc I¥ght kindles a
second, and this second a third. So it should be understood of the Philos-
ophers’ Stone in relation tollealth,.ag out of a goo:l tree gdod seed a.nd°good
shoots are born, out of which again good trces are produced. The power
and potency of the Philosofhic Stone is exalted to so wonderful an extent
that it is impossible to trace how it can be naturally brought about; and
unless most evident signs lay dpen to our cyes, it would be incredible that men
could parfect and accomplish such wonderful things; since the virtue of that
operation passes from gengration to generation without any break. On the
“other hand, by the mercy of God, it exists in one body, and at length,.accord-
ing to their dederts, it is either denied to others or canceded as a special act

of grace. | ° o !
Now lct us set down the proggss of our Phl]ObOpth Stone in the following
nfanner. . .

In tha name of the‘Lord, take Meraury, otherwise the element of
mercury, and separate the pure from the impure. Afterwards let it be rever-
berated even to whiteness, and then sublimate this by sal ammoniac until it is
resolved. Let it be calcined and again dissolved, and digested in a pelican
for a month. Then let it be coagulated into a body. This body no longer
burns nor is consumed in any way, bu® remains in the same state. Those
bodies which it penetrates are permanent in the cineritia, and cannot be
reduded to nothing or altered; but the stone takes away every superfluous
quality from sensible and insensible things, as we have before related.  And
although we have set down a very short way, nevertheless it requires a prolix
laboury glifficult in its adjuncts, and requires an operator who is affected by no
weariness, but is ™ the highest degree active and expert.

CONCERN]X‘G THE MERCURIUS VITZE.

Next in order we wish to wride concerning the Mercurius 1ite, the
virtue of which far excels the virtues of the two breceding Arcana; for that
virtue consists, not in the art or in the operation, but in the Mcrcurius 1ite
itself, like which we have never known any simple,anywhere existent ; foras-
much as that nature and property is innate thercin, not from the virtues of
the qumtcs.sem,c oreof the elements, but from the specific quahty of its pre-
destination. Neither has it only the virtues of transmutmg pcrsons and other
essential things, but also of renewing every growing tking, and their likes,
out of the old quality into a new, after the following manner.  The Mercurius

' Vite reduces Mars into its primal matter, and again transmutes it into its per-
foct matter, so thatout of it iron is again made. It also renovates gold in the
same way, because it reduces it into proper mercury and tincture, and again

*digests it into gold, so that it becomes a metal as before.
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Nor, in truth, does it operate in me‘tals only, but similar‘ly in other bodies,
as in herbs. When their roots are suffused with it they will bring forth a
second crop of flowers andfruits. If the first seed has fallen- off, and they-
are at that time suffused with the same, they will produce second flowegs and
fruits; irrespectively of the' season. ¢ R

And'none otherwise must it be understood of animals than ot men and
other things, When this Mercury'is applicd it renovates ,all their old and
consumed members, and restores the defective and lost powers in'o a youthful
body or abode, so that in old women the mensos and the blood flow naturally
as in young ones. It also brings back aged women to the same perfection of
nature as the younger ones. .

Concermng the arcanum of life it is further to be remarked that itse
forces exist so potentially in its specific form that it separates the old frony the
new, or age from )outh that it augngnts the lalter, and so renovates the
period of life. Whehle it may be mferred‘that youth and its powers do ribt
fail on account of old agce, but that these cxxst.. equally in the old as in tke
young. The corruption, howgver, which grows up with yquth is so
strengthened that it takes away the powers, whence old age is recognised.

As soon, therefore, as this corruption is separated from youth, that
youth again manifests itsclf without let or hindranfe. Now this must be
understood thus: When any body or corpse putrefics, the quintessence thereof
is not putrefied, but remains fresh aqnd unconsumed, and is separated from
the corpse into air, or sometimes it is scattered into the carth or into the
water, according to the place whither it goes. For there can no destrmction
of the quintessence occur, a fact which must be clearly noted and regarded
with admiration, as we teach in our treatise on Corruption and Generation.*
So, also, a rose putrefied in dung retains its quintessence in 1tsclf even
whilst in the dung. Though everything becomes factid and®putrid, sull in the
separation of the pure from the impure, the quintessence lives without spot or
blemish, though the bodies are noisome corpses. Thus, €henefore, we say of
the Mercurius Vitee that it separates corruptiof, even as in wood it separates
that which is decayed. So powerful, also, is it in man, that, after the
corruption shall have beed scparated from him, the quintessence is again
excited, and lives as in youth. And this is to be understood thus: Not that
the JMercurius Vitee stirs ap a new essence, as some persons may malignantly
interpret our opinion and axperience, but that the essence and the youthful
spirit whence proceed the forces of youth remain unconsumed, none the less,
though, bemg oppresscd they are beheld as dead. The Mercurius Vite removes
the impurity, whence it happens that the aged life recovers most effectually its
powers as they were before. As we said above when speaking of the king-
fisher, it is renewed after death for this reason, that the quintessence does not °

® The reforence does not correspond to the treatise on the Natuie of Things, and there is 5o other extant undcr
this exact title, .
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withdraw from its.abocle. JBut if that dwelling-place be dissolved by putre-
f'.lction, then the quintessence is reccived in#o that upon which it lies. Whénce
it happens that there arg often found wo. )d;rfa] conditions &f Nature in
growing things, not naturally exlstmg in them, but by some accident of this
kind, as we set it down in ovr book *oh Gencrdtlons.. In thts way, thcn. the
mattet is td be understood. o In dung there meet and are accumulated many
corruptions, as from herbs, roots, fr uit§, waters, and other like things.
Whence it ha.ppens that fields arc rendered fat and fertile, not on account of
the corruption, but on account of the quintessence existing in the dung, which,
betaking Jtself to the roots, sxhibits power in the growing things though the
body, that is, the dung vanishes and is reduced into nothingness, its substance
veing copsumec. Wherefdre human dung has great virtue in it, because it
contlins in itselfnoble essences, as of the food andethe drinl:, concerning
which wonderfu] things mjght be wrlten FFor the boil) receives from it
nofhmg save nutriment, but not tfp cssc.ncc., s we \VI‘XY\. in our trgause on
Nrutriments.* . N

We will come, then, tore strictly to ghe practical view of Mercurius
Vite, which, as we said before, perfects its operations in a wonderful manner,
as for instance, by shedding the nails of the hands and the feet, and
plucking out grey hairs by the roots, it strengthens youth, so that corruption
cannot demonstrate old age by those ,signs unless a second old age be
again attained. .

Now, approashing the practice, let us treat with alchemists in a few
words*; for ther& is no necd to write much or to preach with prolixity to
them. Pretenders and fools we will altogether exclude. Let this, then, be
the method of practice :

Takg essentxahsed mercury ; separate it from all superfluity, that is, the
pure from the impure. Then sublimate it with antimony, so that both may
ascend and become one. Then let them be resolved upon marble and coagu-
lated four times® This being done, you will have the Mcrcurius Vitw, about
which we have before spoken, ahd with which, as with an arcanum, we will

console our own old age. e .

CONCERNING THE ARCANUM OF THE TINCTURE.

None otherwise is the arcanum of the tincturc #5 be understood, namely,
that it takes away all the inconvenience from old age, all diseases, and what-
ever corrupts the heffith or has an influence contrary to it. ¢ his agcanum is a
certain tincture of such propertics and conditions that it operates and induces
health, not in the same way as the preceding three arcana, but according to
ItS own game. The tincture /inges the good and the evil, the dense and the
subtle. None, otherwise, does this perfect its operations on the body so as to
transmute corrupt ahd ill-disposed complexions into sound ones, just like that

. This is another treatise which apparently is wanting.
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tincture which makes Luna out of Mcrgury ; it doey not sep‘arate from it what
is evil, but it tinges both the good and the evil, so that in the end they both
turn out to befexcellent.  Se, too, this tincture tinges the drogsfcal and jaun-
dxced body and makes it souml not because the dropsy is taken away, the
ougm dnvcn out ‘or scpdrated from the good but it is transmuted into good,
as it should be, and is scttled in its highest and best grade, in like mantfer as
the corrupted dung may, by the subtle corruptich of art, be converted into an
elixir, which drives away all corruption ; that corruption not beiﬁg separatdd,
but the entire substance being transmuted intoranother quality and nature.

The same is to be thought concerning this tmcture, that it tipges the
body apart from all separation of the evil from the good, or expulsion of
man’s orlgm'll essence, but by his renovation. . ¢

Yet it should be kaiown that the tinged body no longer'lwes in_ite old
form, but, like a me\tal is transmutedtmto anothgr, as into copper or some
other. Saturn has ndt in itself its old quahty, but the quality of the tinctire
itself. None otherwise must it be thought of tinged bodies which have received
the tinging of the tincture, thatethey exist no mote in the formgr life from
which they were transmuted by the tincture, but far nobler, better, and more
healthful is the condition of the body and the form than its native origin
was ; and it is like natural gold made out of iron by t‘hc tincture, as we have
also written concerning Transmutgations.  If, therefore, this tincture is a
transmuter of bodies into better enes, as in the case of metals which so
few know or have tried, there will be as many and various corporal as there
are metallic tinctures. And as of these onc is always bettersthan anotler, so
with the corporal tinctures. It must be considered that some tinge and are
tinctures naturally, as the crocus, flower, sulphur; some are made by art,
as a stone, realgar, and others. It is highly necessary that these <things
should be understood,. because the beginning and the entrance to these
tinctures which they exhibit is not unimportant. Moreover, it is to be
remarked that these tinctures ought to be made for*ther seven principal

members, and that to every one of them its own property ought to be assigned
and given, as to the heart lhose that sewe the heart, to the brain those which
belong to it; and such tinctures should be prepared from metals, herbs, and
like things which arc proper. So it will happen that by them the whole body
will be tinged.  Nor willsit suffice that it be tinged by one tincture only, but
as one tincture tinges orfly one metal, so must it be judged of these. The
practical prgparatipn of the Tincture should be as follows:—

Take the essence of the members, from which you will aeparate the
clements. Afterwards put the fire of them in digestion, and leave it so long
until there remains nothing more at the bottom and nothing of thg matter
appears substantially. Then take the matter, and the glass luted in this wa "
with the lute of Hermes ; put it in a moist, cold place, where again it will be
resolved into visible matter. That visible matter is the one concerning
which we have written. With these few words we conclude : for if we were®
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to write more concerning it, that wguld be a handle for the derision of the

ftoics.*‘ From this we would fain be exempt, and speak only to alchemists.
» . a °
. L P

* IrPanother place Paracclsus affirms that arcana are not old things but gew, not ancient but recent productions
The ancient productions are substances and forms as §ie® exist m the world. “ARd as theeform of thewe thifis 18 no
good tg us, buy must be resolved and renovated inorder that it may be of use, so there is needed of addion the
removal of all propeities, whether of haat or cold.  That is, unless the solattum lose s cold 1t does not Lecome a
mediane  Sumilarly, unless auacardi lose tgeir heat they will 4 1o wise prove remedy  In short, unles s all the old
natures piss awaygud are removed, and are brought over into a new birth, they will never be made into medicines.
This removal is the beginning of the separation of the bad fiom the goud. Thus, therefore, the latest medicine, that i,
born recently, is left, without any complexion and the hke, a pme and absolute crcanum, —Paramerum, Lib 11, De
Oyigine Morborum ex Tribus Primis Substantiis, c. 2.

Tue Exp ofF THE FirTH BOOK OF THE ARCHIDOXIES FROM THE
TueoPHRASTIA, CONCERNING ARCANA.



THE.SIXTH BOOK OF THE ‘ARCHIDOXIES

FrROM THE THEOPHRASTIA OF PARACELSUS THE GREAT.

[ CONCERNING MAGISTERIES.
[\

TIIE preceding b(ool\s on most excq,lent medicjnes having been finished,
we propose to ‘add this one treatmg of the Magisteries : and first fo
declare what a magistery is. It is, then, that which, apart from
separation or any preparation of fhe elements, can ke cxtracted out of things ;
and yet by the addition of something the powers aud virtues of those things
arc attracted to that materia! and kept there.

Those virtues do not in any way proceed from Nature, so far as their
operation is concerned, nor from a spgcific virtue, but from a mixture whereby
virtues of the same kind are attracjed. If vinegar be poured into wine it
renders the whole vinegar. Now, this is a magistery. When wine is poured
upon honey the wine is so transmuted ; so there is no magistery in that case.
Those things, therefore, must be considered which relate to a magistery, even
as wines do to vinegar. For such as are perfect, or, as should be the case,
ill adapted for this purpose, cannot produce a magistery. So, thqp, the
natures of things come to be considered. In the same way, the difference of
the extractions of magistcries must be noted, as, for instance, out of metals,
marchasites, stones, herbs, and the like matters, by those tkings which are
not metallic, but which become like metals, just as wine is made like vinegar
in its powers, its virtues, and its taste. The cause that wine does not appear
different from vinegar is, that a nature like vinegar exists in it, whence it
happens that the appearance of their natures is the same. If, in like manner,
the nature of metals be bty pure, it equally appears in their magisteries, but
yet it is not of the same property.

Moreower. mention must be made of additions. Thase thmgs which are
taken for this purpoae, though they are not of one and the same complexnon,
power, or action, nevertheless agree in preparation, since that which results
from power of this kind is appropriated and not complexioned. By means of
these substances the metals afford their magisteries, which, indeed, are no less
to be accounted of than quintessences on account of their virtues. Gold in its
magistery lays down all its quality and complexion in one essence. It must
not for that reason be supposed that because the body is of no account the rest *

o <
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will therefore be infected with that failjng ; for in this case its leprosy is in no
way injurious, but the thing is entirely good.  Sugar, again, is wholly sweet
-whilst as yet #t remains i the body and is not ecparated, and it can be so
prepascd, while retaining its sweetness, that it shall turn out by far sweeter
and more cfficacious than itavas befofe. But the q\?il.mtessentc when o“ctr.acted
is not sweéter than when ingor with its own body.  Wherefore, this body by
no means brings loss to it.  But still its virtue separated from the body is less
thhin when prepared in or with it. The magistery amends it more than Nature
can be supposed to do. '

The game must be understood of stones, which enter into the number of
magisteries, and also of their bodics, namely, that what is assumed for their
ase is ngt deficient In its vi¥tue, but is a sufficiently powerful magistery. This
yousnay understand thus, as when sulphur is lightal and burnt up.; that
which’ burns is the very smyllest part ; dind so likewise Syones;; for example,
the cry wtdl, when it is reduced to ¢ knmgxstcr , brings .lll stones to thur first
matter, and grinds them in aswonderful manner, in the same way 'ls its
essence dogs, for this reasqp, that the naturceis tinged by the guintessence,
and may be held for a quintessence, as in the case of the vinegar and the
wine, of which the one makes the other like itself without any defect. In like
manner, it is not only in stones that tincture of this kind is made, but also in
metals, as the quintessence of gold tinggs all its body into a pure quint-
essence, which light we think great, and ~ven too great, for it is the light of
all the secrets in our Archidoxies : wherefore we kindle coals with a light
mind, so that we n.my investigate the final end of these secrets of Nature. We
derive our instruction from examples proved experimentally by ourselves, as
in magisteries, and chiefly in that of gold, which, containing the body and the
qumtcsbsenu,, is drawn therefrom just as the quintessence is.  Wherefore our
magwtgncs are kndwn to be dowered with special virtues, and we write them
down to our own praise even until death,

We speak also i like manner concerning the magisteries of herbs, which
indeed are so efficacious that Ralf an ounce of them operates more than a
hundred ounces of their body becausq scarcely the hundredth part is quint-
essence. So, then, the quantity thereof being so w.ry small, a greater mass
of it has to be used and administered, which is not required in the case of
magisteries ; for in these the whole quantity of the®herbs is reduced into a
magistery, which is not then, on account of its artificial character, to be
judged infcr.ior to thestrue extracted quintessence itself. One part o.f this being
exhibited is of more avail than a hundred parts of a similar body, for this
reason, because the magisteries are prepared and rendered acute to the
highest degrre, and are brought to a quality equal to a quintessence, in which
maglstenes all the virtues and powers of the body are present, and from these
its own helping power arises to it. For in them the penetrability and the
power of the whole body exist, from the mixture that is made with it.

For the body receives none of those things with any desire except such as
VOL. 1I, E
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are spiritual to it. Whence it happenrs that it atéracts that magistery and
mingles itself therewith none otherwise than as gold attracts to itself the
Mercurius Vz';w, and is midgled therewith. Nowy iron does’ not do this,”
becaysc they are not, in thelr composmon, so much in agrcement withf each
other. &o, then, hoth the body of it and this mMagistery are amalgamated

and become one ; and hereof many cxamples mayzbc found which need not be
brought forward in this place.

Some of the marchasites, too, perform the office of a med:cme in a like
way, although with a difference : that is to sdy, they leave their body, and
the best part of them, as the juice, is extracted, and none the less -2xists as
a magistery, though the body be scparated from it.  This, however, must
be understood, that it is not the body of the marchasntc, but rather of thé
earth or the mincral irff which the marchasite cxists. Its virtuc, theretore,
is not ecfficacious ofa,jtself, that the ealth or the méneral should be, separated
from if, but it abides therein as in a marchyisite, which, indeed, it is thouéht
to be. n order, therefore, to make it clear concerning a marchasite, what it
is, whence produced, and with¢cwhat virtues endewed, we wish to relate its
practice in the following treatises, and also to describe the art of its prepara-
tion. The process, however, cannot be comprised in one general explanation,
but the matter must be treated of particularly, concarning each special case,
as of metals by themselves, marchasites, too, in particular, and also stones
and herbs.

There is, likewise, reckoned a special magistery of the blood, which is
taught in a peculiar form and manner. In it is considered what virtuks and
forces of man exist, and what its nature contains in itself, in what there is
any defect produced, and so on; but still, without diminution of the natural
creation, but that it may be considered as a complete and'perfect wesk in all
its parts, as a bird with all its feathers.

CONCERNING THE EXTRACTION OF THE MAGISTERY SFROM METALS.

First of all, we will set down the magxstery from metals, and make that
clear which openly shewsitself to be ef wonderful virtues, which are to be
known according to the tenour of its essenee. The process of them must
be carried on without any corrosives and all things which are complexioned
contvary to the metals.’ For, from the conjunction or mixture of contrary
things, the essences ar¢ corrupted, so that, on account of this error, they
put forth no virtues, since the one contrary or the other predoginates and
prevails.

Seeing, therefore, that great account is to be taken of agreement, only
the temperate will agree therewith. Consequently you must know (what is a
temperate thing. A temperate body is one of a certain complexion ; this
receives another into itself, and is incorporated with that which shall be joined
to it, so that it no longer displays its old and special complexion, but only the
virtues of that which has been added to it. So, forsooth, vinum ardens has in
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itself a full arnd perfect complexion ; but yet, whatever is put therein, it, 50 to
say, complexionates more abundantly, fulfilling its operation thus, accordmg
to the ;rower %of, that whigh was put into it. o

Since, then, it attracts the urtues of other lhulgs and subdues itg own,
it is on this account said td’be temperatc, and is deservedly so called. Here
some differences call for natice ; we understand the elements only, so that we
are able to say of oil that it *draws to itself foreign natures and hides its own
element. F rom anything like these a magistery ought to be made, so that
the virtues of the metals may pass into the same tempcrate thing, may be
cleansed and purified therewith, and may be distilled to their own end. A
magistery like this, after int has been purified, shall be called potable, because
it can be taken in drink : whence it comes that the magistery of gold is called
aurum potubile, that of the moon argentum polabf¥e, so also iron, lead,
quicksilvgr, etc., will be «capable of being made potajdle, and so called and
described according to their complexions, in relation to which processgs they
have far greater operation thaa it becomes us to describe. After the following
manner, with one tempaatc thing, and By one process, as also by one
practical method, all the magisteries of the seven metals can be made. The
practical method is as follows :—

Take circulatum thproughly purified, even to its highest essence, in which
place very thin metallic plates or filings of any mectal you please, perfectly
and subtly wrought and purified. When these two have been put together
in a sufficient weight, let them be circulated for four wecks, and by means of
this t&mperate medium, the leaves will be reduced into an oil, and into the
form of a fattiness swimming at the top, coloured according to the condition
of the particular metal which you shall scparate by means of a silver
attractqrium from the circulatum. This same is the potable gold or silver.
The like is extracted with the other metals, and may be taken as drink, or

with food, without any harm.
* [

P
THE EXTRACTION OF THE MAGISTERY OUT OF PEARLS, CORALS,
AND, GEMS.

The Magistery from precious stones is to be understood in the same way
as from metals, according to the virtues which each stone has in harmony
with its nature. It must be remarked, however,*that for stones there¥s no
need of a temperate medium, or of any addition whatsoever, because the
solution of them is n®t the same as the resolution of metals,dut the magistery
of them is extracted in another way ; in the practice of which three processes
are understood, one for gems, another for marchasites, and a third for corals,
according to which stony growing things may be brought each into its own
mpagistery. In the process of stones, the colours need not be considered, nor
their brightness be'taken into account, since all their magisteries have a white
colour. So also pearls, with the exception of corals, which retain their

*colours in a remarkable way above others in the magistery. In them, there-
E2
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fore, the colour is chiefly to be noted ¢ for the magistery of them, together
with the body and the element and the whole essence, is extracted by means,
of additions, without any corrfiptjon. None the less, however, they’may again be
restored to their perfectlon Whertfore. in respect of their generatiof and
nature, they cannot be wmp.nred to stones, and ‘yet they have a stony con-
dition.  This, too, may be done: the whole colour may be extracted out of
the body of ‘corals into another mcdlum, and afterwards from their body @
form may be made as if from clay. After this formation the colour can be
again infused, so that it becomes a coral as before. This cannot be done with
pearls or gems, which are unable to return to thgir perfection by 2 similar
process, but they remain in their magistery, their essence not' having been
corrupted.  We have even seen this penctrate glass and instruments, and
form them according to'its nature. The magistery of the magnet has drdwn
things towards itself, in the form dhd after the manner of the material
magnet, and afterwards it has fixed itself inathe glass and tinged that, so that
this alsoshas attracted needles and straws.  None otherwise must it be under-
stood of the rest. Therefore they must be kept ingold only. Mose of these
things have occurred to us than is credible, whereof we put together this
record, so that from this inducement other persons also may investigate the
arts and the magisterics. Since, therefore, they exhibit a demonstration apart
from other extractions, we will now teach the practice of them in the following
manner. First we will speak of gems.

Take gems, having first bruised them and calcined them according to the
reverberatory condition, together with common salt-nitre, of an equal wtight,
that is to say, one pound. Let these be burnt together into the form of lime,
and afterwards washed in v/num ardens until no surplus matter can be found.
After the washing, calcine this substance again, and cause the whole of it
together to pass through the vinum ardens.  Let this evaporate by boiling ;
and thus you will have an alkali, which dissolve in water and keep. There is
no reason why you should fear to make use of this admifistration, since,
however sharp and calcined it may be, with all its sharpness it only affects
that which resists it ; and it is so subtle,ethat one single drop alone tinges the
whole body so as to producc a remarkable virtue.

Pearls, too, are to be reduced to a water in the following way, namely :
Take* corrected vinegar, #n which place bruised pearls, and let them digest
therein for a month ; so tHat they will be reduced to a water. Then distil it,
and separatg the acefum from it by a bath, having done %hich, yop shall find
the pearls in the bottom resolved into water. This is the magistery of pearls
or unions. And although the process of this practice is a short and easy
way, nevertheless, give credence to one who has tried it ; for the opgration of
these same things' is indeed wonderful. This action of their virtues, how-
ever, is not produced by art, but is placed in the naturé of them, which is
hidden in a dense substance, on account of which it cannot operate, just as
is the case with a dead body; but by making a resolution its body will be






