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vi : PREFACE.

ume, to discuss the legendary principle at some
length, and to show the analogy of its practical
working in the Jewish, the Mohammedan, and
Roman Catholic systems of religion.
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MERCY TO EVE. . 87

“Then rise from thy couch and pray.”

“O Allah! how shall I always distinguish
between good and evil ?”

“] will grant thee my guidance: two angels
shall dwell in thy heart; one to warn thee
against sin, the other to lead thee to the prac-
tice of good.”

. “Lord, assure me of thy pardon also for my
~ future sins.”

¢ This thou canst only gain by works of right-
eousness! I shall punish sin but once, and re-
ward sevenfold the good which thou shalt
do.”

At the same time the angel Michael was sent
to Eve, announcing to her also the mercy of
Allah.

“ With what weapons,” inquired she, “shall
I, who am weak in heart and mind, fight against
sin?”

« Allah has endued thee with the feeling of
shame, and through its power thou shalt subdue
thy passions, even as man conquers his own by
faith.” :

“ Who shall protect me against the power of
man, who is not only stronger in body and
mind, but whom also the law prefers as heir and
witness 1”

“ His love and compassion toward thee, which

I have put into his heart.”
™






THE GOVENANT. 39

- Allah then made a covenant with the de-
scendants of Adam. He touched Adam’s back,
and lo! the whole human family which shall be
born to the end of time issued forth from it, as
small as ants, and ranged themselves right and
left.

At the head of the former stood Mohammed,
with the prophets and the rest of the faithful,
whose radiant whiteness distinguished them from
the sinners, who were standing on Adam’s left,
headed by Kabil [Cain], the murderer of his
brother.

Allah then acquainted the progenitor of man.
with the names and destinies of each individual ;
and when it came to King David the prophet’s
turn, to whom was originally assigned a lifetime
of only thirty years, Adam inquired, “ How
many years are appointed to me ?”

“ Ope thousand,” was the answer.*

“I will renounce seventy if thou wilt add
them to the life of David I”

Allah consented ; but, aware of Adam’s for-
getfulness, directed this grant to be recorded on
a parchment, which Gabriel and Michael signed
as witnesses.t

* Nine hundred and thirty years was the lifetime of Adam,
according to Gen,, v., 3.

+ The Lord showed to Adam every future generation, with
their heads, sages, and scribes. He saw that David was destined
























DEATH OP ADAM AND EVE. 47

gelf, had pronounced a blessing. The same was
done with Eve, who died in the following year.
In regard to the places of their burial, the
learned differ. Some have named India ; other
traditions fix on Mount Kubeis, and even on
Jerusalem. Allah alone is omniscient.

























































































































































28 DREAMS,

of his brothers withered, while his began te
bloom, and shaded theirs with its foliage and |
blossoms. Jacob was so absorbed with the
meaning of this dream, that he left a poor man
who stood before him holding out his hand for
alms unobserved, and allowed him to depart
without a gift. It was this transgression that
brought on him all those sufferings by which he
was soon to be visited. On the following morn-
ing Joseph again related to his father: “I have
dreamed that the sun, moon, and the eleven stars
bowed down to me.” Jacob could now no lon-
ger remain in doubt as to the meaning of these
dreams ; he perceived in them Joseph’s future
greatness, but recommended him not to speak of
them to his brothers, who had long since envied
him for the greater tenderness of his father.
But, although Jacob knew the sentiments of his
sons toward Joseph, yet was he one day per-
suaded by them to send him with them to the
pasture. Scarcely were they alone in the open
field, when they began to beat and to mock him.
He would have sunk under their ill treatment if
Allah had not filled the heart of his brother Ju-
dah with compassion toward him. Judah said,
“ Do not kill your brother ; if we but regain the
undivided love of our father, we have attainec
our object. Let us therefore cast him into a pit
till a caravan passes, and then sell him as a



[

ENVY. 99

glave.,” Judah’s advice was taken, and Joseph,
stripped of his garments, was cast into a pit,
where he must have been drowned had not Al-
lah caused the angel Gabriel to place a large
stone'under his feet. Gabriel at the same time
was instructed to illumine the pit by a jewel, and
to cry, “ Joseph, the time will come when thou
shalt call thy brothers to account, without their
suspecting it.” The brothers then left the pit,
but before returning home they slaughtered a
lamb, and besmeared Joseph’s upper garment
with its blood, which can not be distinguished
from thet of man. They then said to their fa-
ther, “ While we were engaged in our ogcupa-
tions, there came a wolf and tore Joseph, who
had remained with the stores; and, on seeking
him afterward, we found this upper garment,
which we recognized as his.”

“How,” said Jacob, “shall I believe that a
wolf has devoured my son, while there is not a
single rent in this garment?” (for the brothers
had forgotten likewise to damage the garment).
« Besides,” he added, “ there has no wolf been
seen in these regions for many years.”

“ We imagined, indeed, that thou wouldst not
give credence to our words,” said one of his
sons; “but let us search for the wolf,” he con-
tinued, turning to his brothers, “in order to con-_
vince our father of the truth of our statement.”





















































































































































































































170 HIS BEPULCHER.

trils to heaven. But his body remained in this
grave, which no one knew save Gabriel, Michael,
Israfil, and Azrail, who had dug it, and whom
Moses had taken for men.



































































































































































































































































































































