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finally, the Secret Tribunals of Westphalia, in Ger-
many, concerning which all our information has
hitherto been derived from the incorrect statements
of dramatists and romancers®,

It is the simplicity of truth, and not the excitement
of romance, that the reader is to expect to find in the
following pages,—pictures of manners and modes of
thinking different from our own,—knowledge, not
mere entertainment, yet as large an infusion of the
latter as is consistent with truth and instruction.

* Since the present work was prepared, a translation of
Von Hammer’s History of the Assassins has been published
by Dr. Oswald Charles Wood.
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as they were called, reigned during two centuries at
Cairo, on the Nile, the foes and rivals of those who
sat in Bagdad, on the banks of the Tigris. Like
every other eastern dynasty, they gradually sank into
impotence and imbecility, and their throne was
finally occupied by the renowned Koord Saladin.

Obeid-Allah derived his pedigree from Ismail, the
seventh imam. His house, therefore, looked to the
support of the whole sect of the Seveners, or Ismail-
ites, in their projects for extending their sway over
the Mohammedan world ; and it was evidently their
interest to increase the numbers and power of that
sect as much as possible. We are accordingly justi-
fied in giving credit to the assurances of the eastern
historians, that there was a secret institution at Cairo,
at the head of which was the Fatimite khalif, and of
which the object was the dissemination of the doc-
trines of the sect of the Ismailites, though we may
be allowed to hesitate as to the correctness of some
of the details.

This society, we are told, comprised both men
and women, who met in separate assemblies, for the
common supposition of the insignificance of the
latter sex in the east is erroneous. It was presided
over by the chiet missionary (Dai-al-Doat*), who
was always a person of importance in the state,
and not unfrequently supreme judge (Kadhi-al-
kodhatt). Their assemblies, ¢alled Societies of
Wisdom (Mejalis-al-hicmet), were held twice a-week,
on Mondays and Wednesdays. All the members
appeared clad in white. The president, having first
waited on the khalif, and read to him the intended
lecture, or, if that could not be done, having gotten
his signature on the back of it, proceeded to the
assembly and delivered a written discourse. At the
) * That is, Missionary of Missionaries.

+ Cadhi of Cadhis.

D









40 SECRET SOCIETIES.

religion must be subordinate to philosophy. He
was consequently instructed in the systems of Plato
and Aristotle during a long space of time; and (7),
when esteemed fully qualified, he was admitted to
the seventh degree, when instruction was communi-
cated in that mystic Pantheism which is held and
taught by the sect of the Soofees. 8. The positive
precepts of religion were again considered, the veil
was torn from the eyes of the aspirant, all that had
preceded was now declared to have been merely
scaffolding to raise the edifice of knowledge, and
was to be flung down. Prophets and teachers,
heaven and hell, all were nothing; future bliss and
misery were idle dreams; all actions were permitted.
9. The ninth degree had only to inculcate that nought
was to be believed, everything might be done*.

In perusing the accounts of secret societies, their
rules, regulations, degrees, and the quantity or
nature of the knowledge communicated in them, a
difficulty must always present itself. Secrecy being
of the very ‘essence of everything connected with
them, what means had writers, who were generally
hostile to them, of learning their internal constitution
and the exact nature of their maxims and tenets?
In the present case our authority for this account of
a society which chiefly flourished in the tenth and
eleventh centuries is Mzerisi, a writer of the fifteenth
century. His authorities were doubtless of more
-ancient date, but we know not who they were or
whence they derived their information. Perhaps our

* Mr. De Sacy (Journal des Savans, an 1818) is of opinion
that the Arabic words Talee/ and Ibahat wiil not bear the
strong sense which Hammer gives them. The former, he
says, only signifies that Deism which regards the Deity as
. merely a speculative being, and annihilates the moral relations
hetween him and the creature ; the latter only denotes eman-

cipation from the positive precepts of laws, such as fasting,
prayer, &c., but not from moral obligations.

. T
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safest course in this, as in similar cases, would be to
admit the general truth of the statement, but to suffer
our minds to remain in a certain degree of suspense
as to the accuracy of the details. We can thus at
once assent to the fact of the existence of the college
at Cairo, and of the mystic tenets of Soofeeism being
taught in it, as also to that of the rights of the Fa-
timites to the khalifat being inculcated on the minds
of the pupils, and missionaries being thence sent over
the east, without yielding implicit credence to the
tale of the nine degrees through which the aspirant
had to pass, or admitting that the course of instruc-
tion terminated in a doctrine subversive of all religion
and of all morality.

As we have seen, the Dai-al-doat, or chief mission-
ary, resided at Cairo, to direct the operations of the
society, while the subordinate dais pervaded all parts
of the dominions of the house of Abbas, making
converts to the claims of Ali, 'The dais were attended
by companions (Refeek), who were persons who had
been instructed up to a certain point in the secret
doctrines, but who were neither to presume to teach
nor to seek to make converts, that honour being
reserved to the dais. By the activity of the dais the
society spread so widely that in the year 1058 the
emir Bessassiri, who belonged to it, made himself
master of Bagdad, and kept possession of it during
an entire year, and had money struck, and prayer
made, in the name of the Egyptian khalif. The emir,
however, fell by the sword of Toghrul the Turk, whose
aid the feeble Abbasside implored, and these two
distinguishing acts of Mohammedan sovereignty were
again performed by the house of Abbas. Soon after-
wards the society at Cairo seems to have declined
along with the power of the Fatimite khalifs, In
1123 the powerful vizir Afdhal, on occasion of some
disturbance caused by them, shut up the Dar-al-
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hicmet, or, as it would appear, destroyed it. His
successor Mamoon permitted the society to hold
their meetings in a building erected in another situ-
ation, and it lingered on till the fall of the khalifat
of Egypt. The policy of Afdhal is perhaps best to
be explained by a reference to the state of the East at
that time. The khalif of Bagdad was become a
mere pageant devoid of all real power; the former
dominions of the house of Abbas were in the hands
of the Seljookian Turks; the Franks were masters
of a great part of Syria, and threatened Egypt, where
the khalifs were also fallen into incapacity, and the
real power had passed to the vizir. As this last
could aspire to nothing beyond preserving Egypt, a
society instituted for the purpose of gaining partisans
to the claims of the Fatimites must have been rather
an impediment to him than otherwise. He must
therefore have been inclined to suppress it, especially
as the society of the Assassins, a branch of it, had
now been instituted, which, heedless of the claims of
the Fatimites, sought dominion for itself alone. To

- the history of that remarkable association we now

proceed.
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declined his proffered services; and all that the vizir
could prevail on him to accept was an annual peasion
0f 1,200 ducats on the revenues of Nishaboor, whither
he retired to spend his days in ease and tranquillity.

The case was different with Hassan. During the
ten years’ reign of Alp Arslan he kept aloof from the
vizir, living in obscurity, and probably maturing his
plans for the future. But when the young prince
Mulek Shah (King King) mounted the throne he
saw that his time was come. He suddenly appeared
at the court of the new monarch, and waited on the
powerful vizir. The story is thus told by the vizir
himself in his work entitled Wasaya (Political Insti-
tutes), whence it is given by Mirkhond.

“ He came to me at Nishaboor in the year that
Malek Shah, having got rid of Kaward, had quieted
the troubles which- his rebellion had caused. T re-
ceived him with the greatest honours, and performed,
on my part, all that could be expected from a man
who is a faithful observer of his oaths, and a slave to
the engagements which he has contracted. Each day
I gave him a new proof of my friendship, and I
endeavoured to satisfy his desires. He said to me
once, ‘Khojah (master). you are of the number
of the learned and the virtuous; you know that the
goods of this world are but an enjoyment of little
duration. Do you then think that you will be per-
mitted to fail in your engagements by letting yourself
be seduced by the attractions of greatriess and the
love of the world ? and will you be of the number of
those who violate the contract made with God?’
¢ Heaven keep me from it! replied I. ¢ Though
you heap honours upon me,’ continued he, ‘and
though you pour upon me benefits without number,
you cannot be ignorant that that is not the way to
perform what we once pledged ourselves to respect-
ing each other.” ¢You are right,’ said I; ‘and I

Db
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and took refuge with his friend the reis* Aboo-'l-Fazl
(Father of Excellence), at Isfahan. What his plans
may have hitherto been is uncertain; but now they
seem to have assumed a definite form, and he unceas-
ingly meditated on the means of avenging himself on
the sultan and his minister. . In consultation one day
with Aboo-1-Fazl, who appears to have adopted his
speculative tenets, after he had poured out his com-
plaints against the vizir and his master, he concluded
. by passionately saying, “ Oh that I had but two fajth-
ful friends at my devotion! soon should I overthrow
the Turk and the peasant,” meaning the sultan and
the vizir. Aboo-I-Fazl, who was one of the most
clear-headed men of his time, and who still did not
comprehend the long-sighted views of Hassan, began
to fancy that disappointment had deranged the intel-
lect of his friend, and, believing that reasoning would
in such a case be useless, commenced giving him at
his meals aromatic drinks and dishes prepared with
saffron, in order to relieve his brain. Hassan per-
ceived what his kind host was about, and resolved to
leave him. Aboo-’l-Fazl in vain employed all his
eloquence to induce him to prolong his visit; Hassan
departed, and shortly afterwards set out for Egypt.

Twenty years afterwards, when Hassan had ac-
complished all he had projected, when the sultan and
the vizir were both dead, and the society of the Assas-
sins was fully organized, the reis Aboo-’I-Fazl, who
was cuie of his most zealous partisans, visited him at
his hill-fort of Alamoot. * Well, reis,” said Hassan,

* Reis, from the Arabic Rds Sﬂle head), answers in some
respects to captain, 2 word of similar origin. Thus the master
of a ship is called the Reis, Sir John Malcolm says, it is
equivalent to esquire, as it was originally understood. It im-
plies in Persia the possession of landed estates and some ma-
gisterial power, The reis is in general the hergditary head
of a village.”
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“which of us was the madman? did you or I stand
most in need of .the aromatic drinks and the dishes
prepared with saffron which you used to have served
up at Isfahan? You see that I kept my word as
soon as I had found two trusty friends.”

When Hassan left Isfahan, in the year 1078, the
khalif Mostanser, a man of som. energy, occupied the
throne of Egypt, and considerable exertions were made
by the missionaries of the society at Cairo to gain pro-
selytes throughout Asia. Among these proselytes was
Hassan Sabah and the following account of his con-
version, which has fortunately been preserved in his
own wotds, is interesting, as affording a proof that,
like Cromwell, and, as we have supposed, Moham-
med, and all who have attained to temporal power by
means of religion, he commenced in sincerity, and
was deceived himself before he deceived others.

“ From my childhood,” says he, “even from the age
of seven years, my sole endeavour was to acquire
knowledge and capacity. I had been reared up, like
my fathers, in the doctrine of the twelve imams, and
I made acquaintance with an Ismailite companion
(Refeek), named Emir Dhareb, with whom I knit
fast the bonds of friendship: My opinion was that
the tenets of the Ismailites resembled those of the
Philosophers, and that the ruler of Egypt was a man
who was initiated in them. As often, therefore, as
Emir said anything in favour of these doctrines I
fell into strife with him, and many controversies on
points of faith ensued between him and me. I
gave not in to anything that Emir said in disparage-
ment of our sect, though it left a strong impression
on my mind. Meanwhile Emir parted from e,
and I fell into a severe fit of sickness, during which
T reproached myself, saying, that the doctrine of the
Ismailites was assuredly the true one, and that yet
out of obstinacy I had not gone over to it, and that
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CuarTer IV.

Description of Alamoot—TFruitless Attempts to vecover it—
Extension of the Ismailite Power—The Ismailites in Syria
—Attempt on the Life of Aboo-Hapd Issa—Treaty made
with Sultan Sanjar—Death of Hassan—His Character.

Avramoor, a name so famous in the histary of -the
East, signifies the Vulture’s Nest, an appellation de-
rived from its lofty site. It was built in the year
860, on the summit of g hill, which bears a fancied
resemblance to a lion couchipg with his nose to the
ground, situated, according to Hammer, in 503° E.
long. and 36° N. lat. It was regarded as the strongest
of 50 fartresses of the same kind, which were scat-
tered over the district of Roodbar (River-land), the
mountaipous region which forms the border between
Persian Jrak and the more northerly provinces of
Dilem and Taberistan, and is watered by the stream
called the King’s River (Shghrood). As soon as
Hassan saw himself master of this important place
he directed his thoughts ta the means of increasing
its strength, He repajred the original walls, and
added new ongs; he sunk wells, and dug a canal,
which conveyed water from a considerable distance
to the foot of the fortress. As the possession of
Alamoot made him master of the surropunding coun-
try, he learned to regard the inhabitants as his sub-
jects, and he stimulated them to agriculture, and
made large plantations of fruit-trees around the
eminence on which the fortress stood.

But before Hassan had time to commence, much
less complete these plans of improvement, he saw
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himself in danger of losing all the fruits of his toil.
It was not to be expected that the emir, on whom
the sultan had-bestowed the province of Roodbar,
would calmly view its strongest fort in the possession
of the foe of the house of Seljook. Hassan, there-
. fore, had not had time to collect stores and provisions
when he found all access to the place cut off by the
troops of the emir. The inhabitants were about to
quit Alamoot, but Hassan exerted the usual influence
of a commanding spirit over their minds, and confi-
dently assured them that that was the place in which
fortune would favour them. They yielded faith to
his words and staid; and at length. their persever-
ance wore out the patience of the emir, and Alamoot
thence obtained the title of the Abode of Fortune.
The sultan, who had at first viewed the progress of
his ex-minister with contempt, began soon to grow
apprehensive of his ultimate designs, and in 1092 he
issued orders to the emir Arslantash (Lion-stone)
to destroy Hassan and his adherents. Arslantash
advanced against Alamoot. Hassan, though he had
but 70 men with him, and was scantily supplied with
provisions, defended himself courageously till Aboo
Ali, the governor of Casveen, who was in secret one
of his dais, sent 300 men to his aid. These fell
suddenly, during the night, on the troops of the
emir ; the little garrison made at the same time a
sortie ; the sultan’s troops took to flight,- and Ala-
moot remained in the possession of the Ismailites.
Much about the same time Malek Shah sent troops
against Hussein Kaini, who was actively engaged in
the cause of Hassan Sabah in Kuhistan. Hussein
threw himself into Moominabad, a fortress nearly as
strong as that of Alamoot, and the troops of the
sultan assailed him in vain. It was now that
Hassan began to display the system which we shall
presently unveil. The aged vizir, the great and
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a sufficient number of assistants; Risvan promised

the aid of his guards; and one day, as the merchant

was in the midst of his slaves, counting his camels,

the murderers fell on him. But the faithful slaves

valiantly defended their master, and the Ismailites

expiated their guilt with their lives. The princes of
Syria heaped reproaches on Risvan for this scandal-

ous violation of the rights of hospitality, and he
vainly endeavoured to justify himself by pretending

ignorance of the fact. Aboo Taher, as the in-

creasing hatred of the people of Aleppo to the sect

made that town an unsafe abode, returned to Persia,

his native country, leaving his son, Aboo-'l-Fettah,

to manage the affairs of the society in his stead.

The acquisition of castles and other places of
strength was now the open and avowed object of the
society, whose aim was evidently at the empire of
Asia, and no mean was left unemployed for the
effecting of this design. In the year 1108 they
made a bold attempt at making themselves masters
of .the strong castle of Khizar, also in Syria, which
belonged to the family of Monkad. The festival cf
Easter being come, when the Mussulman garrison
was in the habit of going down into the town to
partake in the festivities of the Christians, during
their absence the Ismailites entered the castle, and
barred the gates. When the garrison returned
towards night, they found themselves excluded; but
the Ismailites, in their reliance on the strength of
the place, being negligent, the women drew up their
husbands by cords at the windows, and the intruders
were speedily expelled.

In the year 1113, as Mevdood, Prince of Mosul,
was walking up and down, on a festival day, in the
mosk of Damascus, with the celebrated Togteghin,
he was fallen on and slain by an Ismailite. The

murderer was cut to pieces on the spot.
E
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no arms or military machines; 3. That they should
make no more proselytes. The sultan, on his part,
released the Ismailites from all tolls and taxes in the
district of Kirdkoh, and assigned them a part of the
revenue of the territory of Komis by way of annual
pension. To apprehend clearly what the power of
the society was, we must recollect that sultan Sanjar
was the most powerful monarch of the East, that his
mandate was obeyed from Cashgar to Antioch, from
the Caspian to the Straits of Bab-el-Mandeb.
Thirty-four years had now elapsed since the acqui-
sition of Alamoot, and the first establishment of the
power of Hassan Sabah. In all that time he had
never been seen out of the castle of Alamoot, and had
been even known but twice to leave his chamber,
and to make his appearance on the terrace. In
silence and in solitude he pondered the means of
extending the power of the society of which he was
the head, and he drew up, with his own hand, the
rules and precepts which were to govern it. He
had outlived most of his old companions and early
disciples, and he was now childless, for he had put
to death his two only sons, the elder for having
been concerned in the murder of his faithful ad-
herent Hussein Kaini; the younger for having vio-
lated the precept of the Koran against drinking
wine, [Feeling the approaches of death, he sum-
moned to Alamoot Keih Buzoorg Oomeid (Keik
of Good Hope), who was residing at Lamseer, which
he had conquered twenty years before, and Aboo Ali,
of Casveen, and committed the direction of the so-
ciety to them, appointing the former to be its proper
spiritual head and director, and placing in the hands
of the latter the administration of the civil and ex-
ternal affairs. He then calmly expired, apparently
unconscious of or indifferent to the fact of having, by
the organization of his pernicious society, rendered
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his name an object of execration, a by-word and a
proverb among the nations.

Dimly as we may discern the character of Hassan
Sabah through the medium of prejudice and hatred
through which the scanty notices of it have reached
us, we cannot refuse him a place among the higher
order of minds. The founder of an empire or of a
powerful society is almost always a great man; but
Hassan seems to have had this advantage over
Loyola and other founders of societies, that he saw
clearly from the commencement what might be
done, and formed all his plans with a view to one
ultimate object. He surely had no ordinary mind
who could ask but two devoted adherents to shake
the throne of the house of Seljook, then at the acmé
of its power.

]
co
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CraPTER V.

Organization of the Society—Names given to the Ismailites
—Origin of the name Assassin—Marco Polo’s description of
the Paradise of the Old Man of the Mountain—Description
of it given by Arabian writers—Instances of the obedience
of the Fedavee.

Havine traced thus far the history of this celebrated
society, having shown its origin, and how it grew
out of the claims of the descendants of Ali to the
khalifat, mixed with the mystic tenets which seem
to have been ultimately derived from India, we pro-
ceed to describe its organization, and its secret doc-
trines, as they are related by oriental historians.
Hassan Sabah clearly perceived that the plan of
the society at Cairo was defective as a mean of ac-
quiring temporal power. The Dais might exert
themselves, and proselytes might be gained; but till
possession was obtained of some strongholds, and a
mode of striking terror into princes devised, nothing
effectual could be achieved. He first, therefore, as
we have seen, made himself master of Alamoot and
the other strong places, and then added to the Dais
and the Refeek another class, named Fedavee (De-
voted), whose task it was to yield implicit obedience
to the mandate of their chief, and, without inquiry or
hesitation, plunge their dafrgers into the bosom bf
whatever victim was pointed out to them, even
though their own lives should be the immediate
sacrifice. The ordinary dress of the Fedavee was
(like that of all the sects opposed to the house of
Abbas) white; their caps, girdles, or boots, were
red. Hence they were named the White (Mubei-
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yazeh), and the Red (Muhammeré*); but they
could with ease assume any guise, even that of the
Christian monk, to accomplish their murderous de-
signs. ,

The gradations in the societywere these. Atthe head
of it stood Hassan himself and his successors, with the
title of Seydna, or Sidnat (Our Lord), and Sheikh-al-
Jebal (Mountain Chicf), a name derived from that
of the territory which was the chief seat of the power
of the society. This last, owing to the ambiguity of
the word sheikh (which, like seigneur and signore,
signifies either an elder or chief), has been ridi-
culously translated by the early European historians
Old Man of the Mountain. Under him were the
Dai-'l-Kebir (Great Missionaries), of which there
were three, for the three provinces of Jebal, Kuhistan,
and Syrial. Then came the Dais, next the Refeek,
then the Fedavee, and lasily the Lazik, or as-
pirants. .

Hassan was perfectly aware that without the com-
pressing power of positive religion no society can
well be held together. Whatever, therefore, his pri-
vate opinions may have been, he resolved to impose
on the bulk of his followers the most rigid obedience
to the positive precepts of Islam, and, as we have
seen, actually put his own son to death for a breach of"
one of them.

Hassan is said to have rejected two of the degrees
of the Ismallite society at Cairo, and to have reduced
them to seven, the original number in the plan of
Abdallah Maimoon, the first projector of this secret
society. Besides these seven degrees, through which
the aspirants gradually rose to knowledge, Hassan,

* Ahmar, fem. Hamra, is red in Arabic; hence the cele-
brated Moorish palace at Granada was called Alhambra (A/-
Hamra), 1. e. the Red. .

+ Hence the Spanish Cid. 1 Hammer, book ii.
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should be received with a considerable degree of
hesitation, owing to the character and the means of
information of those from whom we receive them.
In the present case our authority is a very suspicious
one. We are told that when Alamoot was taken by
Hoolekoo Khan, the Mongol prince, he gave his
vizir, the learned Ata-Melek (King’s father) ‘Jowani,
permission to examine the library, and to select such
books as were worthy of being preserved. The vizir
took out the Korans and some other books of value in
his eyes ; the rest, among which are said to have been
the archives and the secret rules and doctrines of the
society, he committed, after looking cursorily through
them, to the flames. In an historical work of his
own he gave the result of his discoveries in those
books, and he is the authority from which Mirkhond
and other writers have derived the accounts which
they have transmitted to us. [t is quite clear, there-
fore, that the vizir of Hoolakoo was at liberty to
invent what atrocities he pleased of the sect which was
destroyed by his master, and that his testimony is con-
sequently to be received with suspicion. On the other
hand it receives some confirmation from its agree-
ment with the account of the society at Cairo given
by Macrisi, and is not repugnant to the spirit of
Soofeism.

This last doctrine, which is a kind of mystic Pan-
theism, viewing God in all and all in God, may pro-
duce, like fatalism, piety or its opposite. In the eyes
of one who thus views God, all the distinctions be-
tween vice and virtue become fleeting and uncertain,
and crime may gradually lose its atrocity, and be re-
garded as only a mean for the production of a good
end. That the Ismailite Fedavee murdered innocent
persons without compunction, when ordered so to do
by his superiors, is an undoubted fact, and there is
no absurdity in supposing that he and they may have
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trived to infuse into the Fedavee the recklessness of
life, joined with the spirit of implicit obedience to the
commands of their superiors, which they so invariably
displayed. We are told* that the system adopted for
this purpose was to obtain, by purchase or otherwise,
from their parents, stout and healthy children. These
were reared up in implicit obedience to the will of the
Sheikh, and, to fit them for their future office, care-
fully instructed in various languages. 'The most
agreeable spots were selected for their abode, they
were indulged in the gratification of their senses,
and, in the midst of their enjoyments, some persons
were directed to inflame their imaginations by glow-
ing descriptions of the far superior delights laid up
in the celestial paradise for those who should be ad-
mitted to repuse in its bowers; a happiness only to
be attained by a glorious death met in obedience to
the commands of the Sheikh. When such ideas had
been impressed on their minds, the glorious visions
ever floated before their eyes, the impression was kept
up by the use of the opiate above-mentioned, and the
young enthusiast panted for the hour when death,
obtained in obeying the order of the Sheikh, should
open to him the gates of paradise to admit him to
the enjoyment of bliss never to end.

The celebrated Venetian, Marco Polo, who traversed
the most remote parts of the East in the 13th century,
gave on his return to Europe an account of the regions
which he had visited, which filled the minds of men
with wonder and amazement. Asis usual in such
cases this was followed or accompanied by unbelief,
and it is only by the inquiries and discoveries of
modern travellers that the veracity of Marco Polo,
like that of Herodotus, has been established and
placed beyond doubt.

Among other wonderful narratives which we meet

* Wilken, Geschichte der Kreuzziige, vol. ii.
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in the travels of Marco Polo is the account which he
gives of the people whom he calls Mulehetites (that is,
Moolahid), and their prince the Old Man of the
Mountain. He describes correctly the nature of this so-
ciety, and gives the following romantic narrative of the
mode employed by that prince toinfuse the principle of
implicit obedience into the minds of his followers*.
“In abeautiful valley,” says he, “enclosed between
two lofty mountains, he had formed a luxurious gar-
den, stored with every delicious fruit and every fra-
grant shrub that could be procured. Palaces of
various sizes and forms were erected in different parts
of the grounds, ornamented with works of gold, with
paintings, and with furniture of rich silks. By means
of small conduits contained in these buildings streams-
of wine, milk, honey, and some of pire water, weré
seen to flow in every direction. The inhabitants
of these palaces were elegant and beautiful damsels,
accomplished in the arts of singing, playing upon all
sorts of musical instruments, dancing, and especially
those of dalliance and amorous allurement. Clothed
in rich dresses, they were seen continually sporting
and amusing themselves in the garden and pavilions,
their female guardians being confined within doors,
and never sulfered to appear. The object which the
chief had in view in forming a garden of this fasci-
nating kind was this : that Mahomet having promised
to those who should obey his will the enjoyments of
paradise, where every species of sensual gratification
should be found in the society of beautiful nymphs,
he was desirous of its being understood by his fol-
lowers that he also was a prophet, and a compeer of
Mahomet, and had the power of admitting to para-
dise such ashe should choose to favour. In order that
none without his licence should find their way into this
Jelicious valley, he caused a strong and inexpugnable
., * Marsden’s Translation,
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" awaits you’ Animated to enthusiasm by words of
this nature all deemed themselves happy to receive
the commands of their master, and were forward to
die in his service.”

, This romantic narrative, more suited to a place
among the wonders of the “Thousand and One
Nights” than to admission into sober history, has
been very generally rejected by judicious inquirers
- such as De 8S8acy and Wilkin, the able historians
of the Crusades; but it has found credence with
Hammer, to whose work we are indebted for the far
greater part of the present details on the subject of
the Assassins. This industrious scholar has, as he
thinks, found a proof of its truth in the circumstance
of similar narratives occurring in the works of some
Arabian writers which treat of the settlements of the
society in Syria, forgetting that a fabulous legend is
often more widely diffused than sober truth. All,
therefore, that can be safely inferred from this collec- -
tion of authorities is that the same marvellous tale
which the Venetian traveller heard in the north of
Persia was also current in Syria and Egypt. Itstruth
must be established by a ditferent species of proof.
" +In the Siret-al-Hakem (Memoirs of Hakem), a
species of Arabian historic romance, the following ac-
count of the gardens at Massyat, the chief seat of
the Assassins in Syria, was. discovered by Ham-
mer* :—

* Our narrative now returns to Ismail the chief of .
the Ismailites. He took with him his people laden
with gold, silver, pearls, and other effects, taken away
from the inhabitants of the coasts, and which he had
received in the island of Cyprus, and on the part of
the king of Egypt, Dhaher, the son of Hakem-
biémr-Illah. Having bidden farewell to the sultan
of Egypt at Tripolis, they proceeded to Massyat, when

* Fundgruben des Orients, vol. iii.
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the inhabitants of the castles and fortresses assembled
to enjoy themselves, along with the chief Ismail and
his people. They put on the rich dresses with which
the sultan had supplied them, and adorned the castle
of Massyat with everything that was good and fine.
Ismail made his entry into Massyat with the De-
voted (Fedavee), as no one has ever done at Massyat
before him or after him. He stopped there some
time to take into his service some more persons
l\)mol:iom he might make Devoted both in heart and

“ With this view he had caused to be made a vast
garden, into which he had water conducted. In the
middle of this garden he built a kiosk raised to the
height of four stories. On each of the four sides
were richly-ornamented windows joined by four
arches, in which were painted stars of gold and
silver. He put into it roses, porcelain, glasses; and
drinking-vessels of gold and silver. He had with
him Mamlooks (i. e. slaves), ten males and ten fe-
males, who were come with him from the region of
the Nile, and who had scarcely attained.the age of
puberty. He clothed them in silks and in the finest
stuffs, and he gave unto them bracelets of gold and
of silver. The columns were overlaid with musk and
with amber, and in the four arches of the windows
he set four caskels, in which was the purest musk.
The columns were polished, and this place was
the retreat of the slaves. He divided the garden
into four parts. Inthe first of these were pear-trees,
apple-trees, vines,  cherries, mulberries, plums, and
other kinds of fruit-trees. In the second were
oranges, lemons, olives, pomegranates, and other
fruits. In the third were cucumbers, melons, legu-
minous plants, &c. In the fourth were roses, jessa-
mine, tamarinds, narcissi, violets, lilies, anemonies,
&e. &c.

F2












. THE ASSASSINS. 79

Man of the Mountain we must add a third of a still

more juggling character, furnished by the learned

and venerable Sheikh Abd-ur-Rahman (Servant of

the Compassionate, i. e., of God) Ben Ebubekr Al-

Jeriri of Damascus, in the twenty-fourth chapter of
his work entitled “ A Choice Book for discovering

the Secrets of the Art of Imposture*.”

After giving some account of Sinan, the chief of
the Syrian Assassins, whom we shall presently have
occasion to mention, the sheikh proceeds to narrate
the artifice which he employed to deceive his fol-
lowers :—

¢ There was near the sofa on which he saga hole
in the ground sufficiently deep for a man to sit down
in it. This he covered with & thin piece of wood,
leaving only so much of it open as would contain the
neck of a man. He placed on this cover of wood a
disk of bronze with a hole in the middle of it, and
put in it two doors. Then taking one of his dis-
ciples, to whom he had given a considerable sum of
money to obtain his consent, he placed the perforated
disk round his neck, and kept it down by weights, so
that nothing appeared but the neck of the man ; and
he put warm blood upon it, so that it looked as if he
had just cut off his head. He then called in his
companions, and showed them the plate, on which
they beheld the head of their comrade. ¢ Tell thy
comrades,’ said the master to the head, ¢ what thou
hast seen, and what has been said unto thee.” The
man then answered as he had been previously in-
structed. ¢ Which wouldest thou prefer, said the
master, ‘to return to the world and thy friends, or
to dwell in paradise?” ¢ What need have I,’ replied
the head, ‘to return to the world after having seen
my pavilion in paradise, and the hoories, and all
that God has prepared for me? Comrades, salute

* Fundgruben des Orients, vol. iv.
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passed through several, they came at length to one
the towers of which rose to an exceeding height.
On each tower stood two sentinels clad in white.
“ These,” said the chief, pointing to them, * obey me
far better than the subjects of you Christians obey
their lords;” and at a given signal two of them flung
themselves down, and were dashed to pieces. “If
you wish,’”’ said he to the astonished count, “all my
white ones shall do the same.” The benevolent
count shrank from the proposal, and candidly avowed
that no Christian prince could presume to look for
such obedience from his subjects. When he was
departing, with many valuable presents, the chief said
to him significantly, “ By means of these trusty ser-
vants I get rid of the enemies of our society.”

In oriental, and also in occidental history, the
same anecdote is often told of different persons, a
circumstance which might induce us to doubt of its
truth altogether, or at least of its truth in any parti-
cular case. The present anecdote, for instance, with
a slight variation in the details, is told of Aboo Taher,
a celebrated leader of the Carmathites. This chief,
after his expedition to Mecca, in which he had slain
30,000 of the inhabitants, filled the hallowed well
Zemzem with the bodies of dead men, and carried
off the sacred black stone in trinumph, had the hardi-
hood to approach Bagdad, the residence of the khalif,
with only 500 horsemen. The pontiff of Islam,
enraged at the insult, ordered his general Aboo Saj
to take 30,000 men, and make him a prisoner. The
latter, having collected his forces, sent a man off to
Aboo Taher to tell him on his part that out of
regard for him, who had been his old friend, he ad-
vised him, as he had so few troops with him, either
to yield himself at once to the khalif or to see about
making his escape. = Aboo Taher asked of the
envoy how many men Aboo- Saj had with him. The
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envoy replied, “ Thirty thousand.” “ He still wants
three like mine,” said Aboo Taher; and calling to
him three of his men,he ordered one of them to stab
himself, another to throw himself into the Tigris, a
third to fling himself down from a precipice. His
commands were at once obeyed. Then turning to
the envoy, *“ He who has such troops fears not the
number of his enemies. I give thyself quarter; but
know that I shall soon let thee see thy general Aboo
Saj chained among my dogs.”” In fact, that very
night he attacked and routed the troops of the khalif,
and Aboo Saj, happening to fall into his hands, soon
appeared chained among the mastiffs of the Car-
matbhite chief*.

The preceding details on the paradise of the
Sheikh-al-Jebal, and his power over the minds of his’
followers, will at least help to illustrate the manners
and modes of thinking of the orientals. We now
resume the thread of our narrative, and proceed to
narrate the deeds of the Assassins, as we shall hence-
forth designaie them.

® * D’'Herbelot, titre Carmath.
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plain, about 4,000 paces from the 'sea. The valley
whence the numerous streams which fructify it issue
is called the Wadi-al-Jinn (Valley of Bemons),
““a place,” observes Hammer, whom no casnal
coincidence escapes, “ from its very name worthy
of becoming a settlement of the Assassins.” From
Banias they extended their power over the neigh-
bouring castles and fortresses, until, twelve years
afterwards, the seat of dominion was transferred
thence to Massyat.

- Behram fell shortly afterwards in an engagement
against the people of the valley of Taim, the brother
of whose chief had perished by the daggers of the
Assassins, His successor was Ismail, a Persian, who
continued the bond of amity with the vizir of Da-
mascus, whither he sent, by way of resident, a man
named, rather inappropriately as it would appear,
Aboo-'1-Wefa (Father of Fidelity). This man so -
won the favour of the vizir and prince that he was
appointed to the office of Hakem, or supreme judge ;
and having thus acquired power and influence, he
immediagely turned his thoughts to the best mode of
employing them for the advantage of the society, an
object always near the heart of a true Ismailite. A
place of strength on the sea-coast would, he con-
ceived, be of the utmost importance to them; so he
fixed his eyes upon Tyre, and fell upon the following
expedient to obtain possession of it.

T'he Franks had been now upwards of thirty years
established in the East. Their daring and enthu-
siastic valour was at once the dread and the admira-
tion of their Mussulman foes, and feats almost sur-
passing the fables of the romances of chivalry had
been performed by their gallant warriors. These
were the auxiliaries to whom Aboo-’l-Wefa directed
his attention; for we are to observe that as yet the
fanatic spirit had not united all the Moslems in en-
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suaded him that by one bold effort he might over-
throw the might of the Turkish sultan, and recover
all his rights. The khalif listened to their argu-
ments, and, placing himself at the head of an army,
marched against Sultan Massood. But fortune
proved adverse to him. At the first shock the
greater part of the troops of Bagdad abandoned him,
and he remained a captive in the hands of the sultan,
who brought him with him a prisoner to Maragha.
Here a treaty was concluded between them, and the
khalif bound himself not to go any more outside of
the walls of Bagdad, and annually to pay a sum of
money. This treaty appears to have been displeasing
to the Assassins; and, watching their opportunity,
when Massood was gone to meet the ambassadors of
Sultan Sanjar, a party of them fell upon and mas-
sacred the khalif and his train. The lifeless body of
the Commander of the Faithful was mangled by
them in the most scandalous manner.

After a blood-stained reign of fourteen years and
three days Keih Buzoorg Oomeid died. Depart-
ing from the maxims of Hassan Sabah, who it is
probable wished to imitate the conduct of the Pro-
phet, and leave the supreme dignity elective, he ap-
pointed his' own son, Keéih Mohammed, to be his
successor, induced either by paternal partiality, or
believing him to be the person best qualified for the
office.
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Cuarter VII.

Keih Mohammed—Murder of the Khalif—Castles gained in
Syria—Ismailite Confession of Faith—Mohammed’s Son
Hassan gives himself out for the promised Imam—His
Followers punished—Succession of Hassan—He abolishes
the Law—Pretends to be descended from the Prophet—Is
murdered.

Tak policy of the society underwent no alteration on
the accession of Mohammed. The dagger still smote
its enemies, and as each victim fell, the people who
maintained the rights of Ismail, and who were kept
in rigid obedience to the positive precepts of the
Koran, beheld nothing but the right hand of Heaven’
made bare for the punishment of crime and usurpa-
tion. The new mountain prince had hardly taken
the reins of government into his hands when Rasheed,
the successor of the late khalif, eager to avenge the
murder of his father, assembled an army and marched
against Alamoot. He had reached Isfahan, but there
his march terminated. Four Assassins, who had
entered his service for the purpose, fell upon him in
his tent and stabbed him. When the news was con-
veyed to Alamoot great rejoicings were made, and
for seven days and seven nights the trumpets and
‘kettle-drums resounded from the towers of the fort-
ress, proclaiming the triumph of the dagger to the
surrounding country.

The Syrian dominion of the Ismailites was at this
time considerably extended. They purchased from
Ibn Amroo, their owner, the castles of Cadmos and
Kahaf, and took by force that of Massyat from the
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lords of Sheiser. This castle, which was situated on
the west side of Mount Legam, opposite Antaradus,
became henceforth the chief seat of Ismailite power
in Syria. The society had now a line of coast to the
north of Tripolis, and their possessions extended in-
land to the verge of the Hauran. . :

The reign of Mohammed presents few events to
illustrate the history of the Assassins. It was pro-
bably in his time that the following confession of the
Ismailite faith was made to the persons whom Sultan
Sanjar sent to Alamoot to inquire into it*:

“This is our doctrine,” said the heads of the so-
ciety. “We believe in the unity of God, and acknow-
ledge as the true wisdom and right creed only that
which accords with the word of God and the com-
mands of the Prophet. We hold these as they are
delivered in the holy writ, the Koran, and believe in
all that the Prophet has taught of the creation, and
the last things, of rewards and punishments, of the
last judgment, and the resurrection. To believe this
is necessary, and no one is authorized to judge of the
commands of God for himself, or to alter a single
letier in them. These are the fundamental doctrines
of our sect, and if the sultan does not approve of
them, let him send hither one of his learned divines,
that we may argue the matter with him.”

To this creed no orthodox Mussulman could well
make any objection. The only question was, what
was the Ismailite system of interpretation, and what
other doctrines did they deduce from the sacred text;
and the active employment of the dagger of the Fe-
davee suggested in tolerably plain terms that there
were others, and that something not very compatible
with the peace and order of society lay behind the
veil. Indeed the circumstance of the Ismailite chiefs

* As Sanjar lived to a great age he was contemporary with
lqveral of the Ismailite gheikhs,
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professing themselves to be only the ministers and
representatives of the invisible imam was in itself
highly suspicious; for what was to prevent their en-
joining any atrocity which might be for their interest,
in the name of their viewless master? They are
ignorant indeed of human nature who suppose that
a prompt obedience would not be yielded to all such
commands by the ignorant and bigoted members of
the sect.

The ill leaven of the secret doctrine displayed
itself before very long. Keih Mohammed, who ap-
pears to have been a weak, inefficient man, was held
in little esteem by his followers. They Began to
attach themselves to his son Hassan, who had the
reputation of being a man of prodigious knowledge,
learned in tradition and the text of the Koran,
versed in exposition, and well acquainted with the
sciences. Hassan, either through vanity or policy,
began secretly to disseminate the notion of his being
himself the imam whose appearance had been pro-
mised by Hassan Ben Sabah. Filled with this idea,
the more instructed members of the society vied with
each other in eagerness to fulfil his commands, and
Keih Mohammed, seeing his power gradually slip-
ping from him, was at length roused to eunergy.
Assembling the people, he reprobated in strong terms
the prevailing heresy. ‘ Hassan,”” said he, “is my
son, and I am not the imam, but only one of his
missionaries. Whoever maintains the contrary is an
infidel.” Then, in true Assassin fashion, he gave
effect to his words by executing 250 of his son’s ad-
herents, and banishing an equal number from the
fortress. Hassan himself, in order to save his life,
was obliged publicly to curse those who held the new .
opinions, and to write dissertations condemning their
tenets, and defending those of his father. By
these means he succeeded in removing suspicion
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kinds of enjoyment, with music, and varions games
and sports. * For this,” cried he, “this is the day
of the resurrection ;” that is, according to the Ismail-
ite mode of interpreting the Koran, the day of the
manifestation of the imam.

What the orthodox had before only suspected was
now confirmed. It was now manifest, beyond doubt,
that the Ismailites were heretics who trampled under
foot' all the most plain and positive precepts of Islam;
for, though they might pretend to justify their prac-
tice by their allegorical system of interpretation, it
was clearly repugnant to common sense, and might
be made the instrument of sanctioning, under the
name of religion, every species of enormity. From
this time the term Moolahid (impious) began to
become the common and familiar appellation of the
Ismailites in the mouths of the orthodox Moslems.
As to the Ismailites themselves, they rejoiced in what
they had done ; they exulted like emancipated bonds-
men in the liberty which they had acquired; and
they even commenced a new era from the 17th (or,
according to some authorities, the 7th) Ramazan of
the 559th year, namely, the day of the manifestation
of the imam. To the name of Hassan they hence-
forth affixed the formula “ On his memory be peace ;*
which formula, it would appear, was employed by
itself to designate him; for the historian Mirkhond
assures us that he had been informed by a credible .
person that over the door of the library in Alamoot
was the following inscription :—

“ With the aid of God, the bonds
Of the law he took away,

The commander of the world,
Upon whose name be peace.”

The madness of Hassan now attained its climax.
He disdained to be regarded, like his predecessors,
as merely the representative of the imam on earth,



THE ASSASSINS. 99

but asserted himself to be the true ‘and real imam,
who was now at length made manifest to the world.
He sent letters to all the settlements of the society,
requiring them to acknowledge him in his new capa-
city. He was prudent enough, however, to show a
regard for the dignity and power of* his different -
lieutenants in these letters, as appears by the follow-
ing specimen, being the letter which was sent to
Kubhistan, where the reis Mozaffar commanded :—

“ I Hassan say unto you that I am the representa-
tive of God upon earth, and mine in Kuhistan is the
reis Mozaffar, whom the men of that country are to
obey, and to receive his word as mine.”

The reis erected a pulpit in the castle of Moomina-
bad, the place of his residence, and read the letter
aloud to the people, the greater part of whom listened
to its contents with joy. The tables were covered
before the pulpit, the wine was brought forth, the
drums and kettle-drums resounded, the notes of the
pipe and flute inspired joy, and the day of the abp-
lition of the positive precepts of the law was devoted
to mirth and festivity. Some few, who were sincere
and upright in their obedience to Islam, quitted the
region which they now regarded as the abode of infi-
. delity, and went in search of other abodes; others,
of a less decided character, remained, though shocked
at what they were obliged every day to behold. The
obedience to the commands of the soi-disant imam
was, however, tolerably general, and, according to
Hammer, who can scarcely, however, be supposed
to regard the system of Hassan as really more licen-
tious than he has elsewhere described that of Ma-
homet, ‘the banner of the freest infidelity, and
of the most shameless immorality, now waved on
all the castles of Roodbar and Kuhistan, as the
standard of the new illumination ; and, instead of
the name of the Egyptian khalif, resounded from

.
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all the pulpits that of Hassan as the true successor of
the Prophet.”

The latter point had presented some difficulty to
Hassan ; for, in order to satisfy the people on that
head, it was necessary to prove a descent from the
Prophet, and this was an honour to which it was well
known the family from which he was sprung had
never laid claim. He might take upon him to abolish
the positive precepts of the law as he pleased, and
the people, whose inclinations were thereby gratified,
would not perhaps scan very narrowly the authority
by which he acted; but the attempt to deprive the
Fatimite khalif of the honour which he had so long
enjoyed, and to assume the rank of God’s vicegerent
on earth in his room, was likely to give too great a
shock to their prejudices, if not cautiously managed.

It was necessary, therefore, that he should prove
himself to be of the blood of the Fatimites. He
accordingly began to drop some dark hints respecting
the truth of the received opinion of his being the son
of Keith Mohammed. Our readers will recollect
that, when Hassan Sabah was in Egypt, a dispute
had taken place respecting the succession to the
throne, in which Hassan had nearly lost his life for
opposing the powerful commander-in-chief (Emir-
al-Jooyoosk), and Nezar, the prince for whom the
khalif Mostanser had designed the succession, had
been deprived of his right by the influence of that
officer. The confidents of Hassan now began to
give out that, in about a year after the death of the
khalif Mostanser, a certain person. named Aboo-’l-
Zeide, who had been high in his confidence, had
come to Alamoot, bearing with him & son of Nezar,
whom he committed to the care of Hassan Sabah,
who, grateful to the memory of the kbalif and his
son, had received the fugitive with great honour, and
assigned a village at the foot of Alamoot for the
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residence of the young imam. When the youth
was grown up he married and had a son, whom he
named On his Memory be Peace. Just at the time
when the imam’s wife was confined in the village,
the consort of Keih Mohammed lay in at the castle;
and, in order that the descendant of Fatima might
come to the temporal power which was his right,
a confidential woman undertook and succeeded in
the task of secretly changing the children. Others
went still further, and did not hesitate to assert that
the young imam had intrigued with the wife of Keéh
Mohammed, and that Hassan was the fruit of their
adulterous intercourse. Like a true pupil of ambi-
tion, Hassan was willing to defame the memory of
his mother, and acknowledge himself to be a bastard,
provided he could succeed in persuading the people
to believe him a descendant of the Prophet.

These pretensions of Hassan to a Fatimite pedigree
gave rise to a further increase of the endless sectsinto
which the votaries of Islam were divided. Those who
acknowledged it got the name of Nezori, and by them .
Hassan was called the Lord of the Resurrection
(Kaim-al-Kiamet), and they styled themselves the
- Sect of the Resurrection:

The reign of the vain, inconsiderate Hassan was
but short. He had governed the society only four
years when he was assassinated by his brother-in-law,
Namver, a descendant, we are told, of the family of
Buyah, which had governed the khalifs and their
dominions before the power passed into the hands of
the Turkish house of Seljook.

Y
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Egypt. Sheerkoh obeyed, and sorely against his
will, and only at the urgent command of Noor-ed-
deen, did his nephew, the then little known, after-
wards so justly famous, Saladin, quit the banquets
and enjoyments of Damascus, and the other towns
of Syria, to accompany his uncle to the toils and the
perils of war. Dhargam was victorious in the first
action, but he being murdered shortly afterwards by
one of his slaves, Shaver obtained possession of the
dignity which he sought. The new vizir then tried
to get rid of his allies, but such was not the intention
of Noor-ed-deen, and Sheerkoh took his post with
his troops in the north-eastern part of the kingdom,
where he occupied the frontier town of Belbeis, on
the most eastern branch of the Nile, under pretext
of receiving the third part of the revenue which had
been promised to Noor-ed-deen. Shaver, anxious to
get rid of such dangerous guests, formed a secret
league with Amalric, King of Jerusalem, and engaged
to give him 60,000 ducats for his aid against them.
Sheerkoh, who had been reinforced, advanced into
Upper Egypt, and Saladin took the command of
Alexandria, which he gallantly defended for three
months against the combined forces of the Christians
and Egyptians, and, after some fighting, peace was
made on condition of Noor-ed-deen receiving 50,000
ducats, and double that sum being paid annually to
the King of Jerusalem.

Shortly afterwards an unprincipled attempt was
made on Egypt by Amalric, at the suggestion of the
Master of the Hospitallers, and Shaver, in his distress,
had once more recourse to Noor-ed-deen. The
phantom-khalif joined in the supplication, and sent
what is the greatest mark of need in the east—Ilocks
of the hair of his women, which is as much as to say,
“Aid! aid! the foe is dragging the women forth by
the hair.” Belbeis had now been conquered, scd
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eastern writers. 'There were, we are assured, no less
than 700 pearls, each of which was of a size that
rendered it inestimable, an emerald a span long,
and as thick as the finger, a library consisting of
2,600,000 books, and gold, both coined and in the
mass; aloes, amber, and military arms and weapons
past computation. A large portion of this enormous
treasure was distributed by Saladin among his sol-
diers ; the remainder was applied, during ten suc-
cessive years, to defray the expenses of his.wars
and buildings. As Saladin’s name was Yoossuf
(Joseph), the same with that of the son of Jacob,
the minister of king Pharaob, it is not an improbable
supposition that, in Egyptiun tradition, the two
Josephs have been confounded, and the works of the
latter been ascribed to the former; for it is the cha-
racter of popular tradition to leap over centuries, and
even thousands of years, and to form out of several
heroes one who is made to perform the actions of
them all.

As long as Noor-ed-deen lived, Saladin continued
to acknowledge his superiority ; and when, on his
death, he left his dominions to his son Malek-es-
Saleh, the coins of Egypt bore the name of the
young prince. As Malek-es-Saleh was a minor,
and entirely under the guidance of the eunuch
Kameshtegin, great discontent prevailed among
the emirs; and Seif-ed-deen (Sword of Religion),
the cousin of the young prince, who was at the
head of an army in Mesopotamia, prepared to wrest
the dominion from the young Malek-es-Saleh. All
eyes were turned to Saladin, as the only person ca-
pable of preserving the country. He left Egypt with
only 700 horsemen. The governor and people of
Damascus cheerfully opened the gates to him. Hems
and Hama followed the example of Damascus. Sa-
Jadin took the government under the modest title of
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lieutenant of the young atabeg, whose rights he
" declared himself ready to maintain on all occasions.
He advanced to Aleppo, where Malek-es-Saleh was
residing ; but the militia of that town, moved by the
tears of the young prince, who was probably influ-
enced by the eunuch Kameshtegin, who feared to
lose his power, marched out and put to flight the
small force with which Saladin had approached the
town. Having collected a larger army, Saladin laid
siege regularly to Aleppo, and Kameshtegin, despair-
ing of force, resolved to have recourse to treachery.
He sent accordingly to Sinan, the Sheikh of the
Assassins, who resided at Massyat, representing to
him how dangerous a foe to the Ismailites was the
valiant Koord, who was so ardent in his zeal for the
house of Abbas, and had put an end to the dynasty
of the Fatimites, who had so long given lustre to the
maintainers of the rights of Ismail by the possession
of extensive temporal power and dignity. He re-
minded him that, if Saladin succeeded in his ambi-
tious projects in Syria, he would, in all probability,
turn his might against the Assassins, and destroy
their power in that country. These arguments were
enforced by gold, and the sheikh, readily yielding to
them, despatched without delay three Fedavees, who
fell on Saladin in the camp before Aleppo. The
attempt, however, miscarried, and the murderers were
seized and put to death. Saladin, incensed at this
attempt on his life, and guessing well the quarter
whence it came, now pressed on the siege with
greater vigour.

Finding the benefit which might be derived from
the daggers of the Fedavee, Kameshtegin resolved to _
employ them against his personal enemies. The vizir
of the young prince, and two of the principal emirs,
had laid a plot for his destruction. Coming to the
knowledge of it, he determined to be beforehand with
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the final result was; and it is also in a great measure
uncertain at what time this event occurred.

The Assassins did not give over their attempts upon
Saladin, whose power became more formidable to
them after he had deprived the family of Noor-ed-
deen of their honours and dominions; and he was
again attacked by them in his camp before the
fortress of Ezag. One of them assailed him and
wounded him in the head, but the sultan (he had
now assumed that title) caught him by the arm and
struck him down. A second rushed on—he was cut
down by the guards; a third, a fourth, shared the
same fate. Terrified at their obstinate perseverance,
the sultan shut himself up in his tent during several
days, and ordered all strangers and suspicious persons
to quit the camp.

Next year (1176) the sultan, being at peace with
his other enemies, resolved to take exemplary ven-
geance on those who had so unprovokedly attempted
his life. Assembling an army, he entered the moun-
tains, wasted with fire and sword the territory of the
Ismailites, and came and laid siege to Massyat. The
power of the Syrian Ismailites would have been now
extinguished but for the intercession of the Prince of
Hama, the sultan’s uncle, who, at the entreaty of
Sinan, prevailed on his nephew to grant a peace on
condition of no attempt being made at any future
time on his life. Sinan gladly assented to these
terms, and he honourably kept his engagement, for
the great Saladin reigned fifteen years after this
time, carried on continual wars, conquered Jeru-
salem and the Holy Land, exposed himself to dan-
ger in the field and in the camp, but no Assassin
was ever again known to approach him with hostile
intentions.

+
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tous deed, the master contented himself by saying
that he had imposed a penance on brother Du Mesnil,
and had moreover directed him to proceed to Rome
without delay, to know what farther the apostolic
father would order him to do, and that, on this ac-
count he must, in the name of the pope, prohibit any
violence against the aforesaid brother. The king,
however, was not regardless of justice and of his own
dignity. Shortly afterwards, when the master and
several of the Templars were at Sidon, he assembled
his council again, and, with their consent, sent and
dragged Du Mesnil from the house of the Templars,
and threw him into prison, where he would probably
have expiated his crime but for the speedy death of
the king. All hopes of the conversion of the Ismail-
jtes were now at an end.

It is on this occasion that the Archbishop of Tyre
gives an account of what he had been able to learn
respecting the Assassins. As what we have previously
related of them has been exclusively drawn from
eastern sources, it will not be useless to insert in this
place the accounts of them given by the Cardinal de
Vitry, who has followed and enlarged the sketch of
the archbishop*.

“ In the province of Pheenicia, near the borders of
the Antaradensian town which is now called Tortosa,
dwells a certain people, shut in on all sides by rocks
and mountains, who have ten castles, very strong and
impregnable, by reason of the narrow ways and inac-
cessible rocks, with their suburbs and the valleys,
which are most fruitful in all species of fruits and
corn, and most delightful for their amenity. The
number of these men, who are called Assassins, is
said to exceed 40,000t. They set a captain over

* Gesta Dei per Francos, vol. i. pp. 994, 1062,
illiam of Tyre makes their number 60,000. He declares
his inability to give the origin of the name Assassins.
- no
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wilfulness and caprice. It would, we apprehend,
perplex our oriental travellers and geographers to
point out the site of the fountain named the Diamond
of the Desert, not far from the Dead Sea. and yet
lying half-way between the camp of the Saracens and
that of the Crusaders, which last, we are told, lay
between Acre and Ascalon, that is, on the sea-coast,
or to show the interminable sandy desert which
stretches between the Dead Sea and the Mediterra-
nean. As to historic truth, we may boldly say that
there is hardly a single circumstance of the romance
in strict accordance with history ; and as to the truth
of individual character, what are we to say to the
grave, serious, religious Saladin, but the very year
before his death, being in the flower of his age, ram-
bling alone through the desert, like an errant knight,
singing hymnus to the Devil. and coming disguised as a
physician to the Christian camp, to cure the malady
of the English fhonarch, whom he never, in reality,
did or would see*? We might enumerate mauy
additional instances of the violation of every kind of
unity and propriety in this single talet.

Let not any deem it superfluous thus to point out
the errors of an illustrious writer. The impres~ions
made by his splendid pages on the youthful mind

* May it not be said that real historic characters should
not be misrepresented? Sir W, Scott was at full liberty to
make his Vaineys and his Buis Gilberts as accomplished vil-
lains as he pleased ; he might do as he pleased with his own;
but what warrant had he fiom history for painting Conrad of
Montferrat and the then Master of the Templars under such
odious colours as he does ?

+ The author invariably writes Montserrat for Montferrat.
The former is in Spain, and vever was a marquirate. As it
were to show that it was no error of the press, it is said, “ The
shield of the marquis bore, in reference to his title, a serrated
and rocky mountain.” We also find naphtha and bitumen con-
founded, the former being described as the solid, the latter as
the liquid substance.
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are permanent and ineffaceable, and, if not corrected,
may lead to errors of a graver kind. The “Talisman”
moreover affects a delusive show of truth and accu-
racy; for, in a note in one part of it, the author
(ironically, no doubt) affects to correct the historians
on,a point of history. The natural inference, then,
is that he has himself made profound researches, and
adhered to truth; and we accordingly find another
novelist, in what he terms a history of chivalry, de-
claring the “ Talisman” to be a faithful picture of the
manners of the age. Sir W. Scott, however, has
himself informed us, in the preface to ‘‘ Ivanhoe,” of
his secret for describing the manners of the times of
Richard Ceeur de Lion. With the chronicles of the
time he joined that of Froissart, so rich in splendid
pictures of chivalric life. Few readers of these ro-
mances perhaps are aware that this was the same in
kind, though not in degree, as if, in his fales of the
days of Elizabeth and James I., he had had recourse
to the manner-painting pages of Henry Fielding ;
for the distance in point of time between the reign
of Richard I. and that of Richard II., in which last
Froissart wrote, is as great as that between the reigns
of Elizabeth and George Il.; and, in both, manners
underwent a proportional change. But we are in
the habit of regarding the middle ages as one single
period of unvarying manners and institutions, and
we are too apt to fancy that the descriptions of Frois-
sart and his successors are equally applicable to all
parts of it,
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CHarrer X.

Jellal-ed-deen—Restoration of Religion—His Harem makes
the Pilgrimage to Mecca—Marries the Princess of Ghilan
—Geography of the Country between Roodbar and the
Caspian —Persian Romance—Zohak and Feridoon — Kei
Kaoos and Roostem—Ferdoosee’s Description of Mazande-
ran—History of the Shah Nameh—Proof of the Antiquity
of the Tales contained in it.

THE unhallowed rule of Mohammed II. lasted for
the long space of thirty-five years, during which
time all the practices of Islam were neglected by the

-Ismailites. 'The mosks were closed, the fast of Ra-

mazan neglected, the solemn seasons of prayer
despised. But such a state can never last; man
must have religion; it is as essential to him as his
food ; and those pseudo-philosophers who have en-
deavoured to deprive him of it have only displayed in
the attempt their ignorance and folly. The purifica-
tion of the popular faith is the appropriate task of the
true philanthropist.

We may often observe the son to exhibit a cha-
racter the diametrically opposite of that of his father,
either led by nature or struck by the ill effects of his
father’s conduct. This common appearance was now
exhibited among the Assassins. Mohammed disre-~
garded all the observances of the ceremonial law; his
son and successor, Jellal-ed-deen (Glory of Religion)
Hassan, distinguished himself, from his early years, by
a zeal for the ordinances of Islam. The avowal of his
sentiments caused considerable enmity and suspicion
between him and Mohammed; the father feared the
son, and the son the father, On the days of public
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They came, and in their presence he committed to
the flames a pile of books which he said were the
writings of Hassan Sabah, and contained the secret
rules and ordinances of the society. He cursed the
memory of Hassan and his successors, and the envoys
returned to Casveen, fully convinced of his sincerity.
In the second year of his reign Jellal-ed-deen gave
a further proof of the purity of his religious faith by
permitting, or, perhaps, directing, his harem, that is,
his mother, his wife, and a long train of their female
attendants, to undertake the pilgrimage to the holy
city of Mecca, to worship at the tomb of the Prophet.
The sacred banner was, according to custom, borne
before the caravan of the pilgrims from Alamoot, and
the Tesbeel, or distribution of water to the pilgrims,
usual on such occasions®, was performed by the harem
of the mountain-prince on such a scale of magnifi-
cence and liberality as far eclipsed that of the great
Shah of Khaurism, whose caravan reached Bagdad
at the same time on its way to Mecca. The khalif
Nassir-ladin-Illah even gave precedence to the banner
of the pilgrims from Alamoot, and this mark of par-
tiality drew on him the wrath of the potent prince of
Kbaurism. Twice did the latter afterwards collect an

® «Sebil, in Arabic ‘the way,’ means generally the
road, and the traveller is hence called Ibn-es-sebi/, the son of
the road; but it more particularly signifies the way of piety
and good works, which leads to Paradise. Whatever merito-
rious work the Moslem undertakes, he does Fi sebi/ Allak, on
the way of God, or for the love of God; aund the most merito-
rious which he can undertake is the holy war, or the fight for
his faith and his country, on God’s way. But since pious
women can have no immediate share in the contest, evex(-{
thing which they can contribute to the nursing of the wounded,
and the refreshment of the exhausted, is imputed to them as
, equally meritorious as if they had fought themselves. The
distribution of water to the exhausted and wounded warriors
is the highest female merit in the holy war on God's way.”—
Hammer s History of the Assassins, \Vood’s trapslation, n. 144.
1
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Thé mention of Ghilan and of Ky Kaoos presents
an opportunity, which we are not willing to let pass, of
diversifying our narrative by an excursion into the
regions gf Persian geography and romance, which
may cast & gleam of the sunshine of poetry over the
concluding portion of our history of the dark and
secret deeds of the Ismailites.

The mountain range named Demavend on the
south side of which Roodbar, the territory of the Is-
mailites, lies, is theinorthern termination of the pro-
vince of Irak Ajemee, or Persian Irak. Beyond it
stretches to the Caspian Sea a fertile region, partly
hilly, partly plain®. This country is divided into five
districts, which were in those times distinct from and
independent of each other. At the foot of the moun-
tains lay Taberistan and Dilem, the former to the
east, the latter to the west. Dilem is celebrated as
having been the native country of the family of
Buyah, which, rising from the humblest station, exer-
cised under the khalifs, and with the title of Ameer-
al-Omra (Prince of the Princes), a power nearly
regal over Persia during a century and a halff.
North of Dilem lay Ghilan, and north of Taberistan
Mazenderan, the ancient Hyrcania. In the midst of

* This part of Persia also acquires interest from the circum-
stance of Russia being believed to be looking forward to ob-
taining it, one day or other, b ! conquest or cession.

+ Azed-ud-dowlah one of the most celebrated of these
princes, had a dyke constructed across the river Kur, in the
plain of Murdasht, near the ruins of Persepolis, to confine the
water, and permlt of its being distributed over the country.
It was called the Bund-Ameer (Prince’s Dyke), and travellers
ignorant of the Persian language have given this name to the
river itself. We must not, therefore, be surprised to find in
“ Lalla Rookh” a lady singing,

“There’s a bower of roses by Bendameer’s stream ;”
and asking,
¢ Do the roses still bloom by the ca/m Bendameer? -
Calm and still, beyond doubt, is the Bendnmeer.?‘
AN
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him in the cavern of a mountain. He awoke with a
loud cry, and called all the priests, and astrologers,
and wise men, to interpret his dream. They feared
to speak. At last they told him of the birth and
nurture of Feridoon, who was destined to overcome
him. Zohak fell speechless from his throne at the
intelligence. On recovering, he sent persons in all
directions to search for and put to death the fatal
child; but the maternal anxiety of Faranuk was on
the watch, and she removed the young Feridoon to
the celebrated mountain Elburz, where she committed
him to the care of a pious anchorite. Zohak, after -
a long search, discovered the place where Feridoon
-had been first placed by his mother, and in his rage
he killed the beautiful and innocent cow Poormayeh.

Zohak is represented as a most execrable tyrant,
Acting under the counsel of the Devil, he had mur-
dered his own father to get his throne. His infernal
adviser afterwards assumed the form of a young man,
and became his cook. He prepared for him all
manner of curious and high-seasoned dishes; for
hitherto the food of mankind had been rude and
plain. As a reward, he only asked permission to
kiss the shoulders of the king. Zohak readily granted
this apparently moderate request ; but from the spots
where the Devil impressed his lips grew forth two
black snakes, In vain every art was employed to
remove them, in vain they were cut away, they grew
again like plants. The physicians were in perplexity.
At length the Devil himself came in the shape of a
physician, and said that the only mode of keeping
them quiet was to feed them with human brains.
His object, we are told, was gradually in this way to
destroy the whole race of man.

The design of the Devil seemed likely to be ac-
complished. Each daytwo human beings were slain,
and the serpents fed with their brains. At length

13
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and when they had made it he named it Gawpeigor
(Cow-face), in honour of his nurse. Taking leave
of his mother, he marches against the tyrant; an
angel comes from heaven to aid the rightful cause;
Zohak is deserted by his troops; he falls into the
hands of Feridoon, who, by the direction of the
angel, imprisons him in a cavern of the mountain
Demavend. Feridoon, on ascending the throne of
his forefathers, governed with such mildness, firm-
ness, and justice, that his name is to the present day
in Persia significative of the ideal of a perfect mo-
narch*®,

Mazenderan is not less celebrated in Persian ro~
mance than the region at the foot of Demavend. It
was the scene of the dangers of the light-minded Kej
Kaoos (supposed to be the Cyaxares of the Greeks),
and of the marvellous adventures called the Seven
Fables or Stages of the Hero Roostem, the Hercules
of Persia, who came to his aid. When Kej Kaoos
mounted the throne of Irfin, he exulted in his wealth
and in his power. A deev (Demon), desirous of
luring him to his destruction, assumed the guise of a
wandering minstrel, and, coming to his court, sought
to be permitted to sing before the padisha (Emperor).
His request was acceded to,—his theme was the praises
of Mazenderan, and he sang to this effect :—

¢ Mazenderan deserves that the shah should think
on it; the rose blooms evermore in its gardens, its
hills are arrayed with tulips and jessamines, mild is
the a’r, the earth is bright of hue, neither cold nor
heat oppresses the lovely land, spring abides there

* Four lines, quoted by Sir J. Malcolm from the Gulistan
of Saadi, may be thus /terally rendered in the measure of the
original :—

The blest Feridoon an angel was not ;
* Of musk or of amber he formed was not;

By justice and mercy good ends gained he ;
Be just and merciful, thou ’It a Feridoon be.
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evermore, the nightingale sings without ceasing in
the gardens, and the deer bound joyously through
the woods. The earth is never weary of pouring
forth fruits, the air is evermore filled with fragrance,
like unto rose-water are the streams, the tulip glows
unceasingly on the meads, pure are the rivers, and
their banks are smiling: ever mayest thou behold
the falcon at the chase. All its districts are adorned
with abundance of food, beyond measure are the
treasures which are there piled up, the flowers bend
in worship before the throne, and around it stand
the men of renown richly girded with gold. Who
dwelleth not there knoweth no pleasure, as joy and
luxuriant pastime are to him unknown.”

Kej Kaoos was beguiled by the tempter, and,q
. eager to get possession of so rich a land, heled a
large army into it. The Shah of Mazenderan was
aided by a potent demon or enchanter named the
Deev Seffeed (White Deev), who, by his magic arts,
cast a profound darkness over the Irinian monarch
and his host, in which they would have all been
destroyed but for the timely arrival of Roostem, who,
after surmounting all the impediments that magic
could throw in his way, slew the Deev Seffeed, and -
delivered his sovereign.

Kej Kaoos, we are afterwards told by the poet,
formed the insane project of ascending to heaven,
which he attempted in the following manner. A
stage was constructed on which a throne was set for
the monarch ; four javelins were placed at the cor-
ners, with pieces of goat’s flesh on them, and four
hungry eagles were tied at the bottom, who, by their
efforts to reach the meat, raised the stage aloft into
the air; but when the strength of the birds was ex-
hausted the whole fell with the royal aéronaut in the
desert, where he was found by Roostem and the
other chiefs.

g
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his successors Haroon-er-Rasheed and Al-Mamoon,
the Arabs themselves began to devote their attention
to literature and science, it was the science of Greece
and the poetry of their native language that they
cultivated. The Persian literature meantime lan-
guished in obscurity, and the traditional, heroic, and
legendary tales of the nation were fading fast from
memory, when a governor of a province, zealous, as
it would appear, for the honour of the Persian nation,
made a collection of them, and formed from them a
continuous narrative in prose. The book thus formed
was called the Bostan-nameh (Garden-book). It was
in great repute in the northern part of Persia, where,
at a distance from the court of the khalifs, the Per-
sian manners, language, and nationality were better
Preserved ; and when thedllurkish family of the Sa-
menge founded qn empire in that part of Persia,
sultan Mansoor L., of that race, gave orders to a poet
named Da.keqkee to turn the Bastan-nameh into
Persian veteg". The;poet undertook the task, but he
had made more than a thqusand verses when he

perish@® by assa:s:atxon There being no one sup-
posed capable of eOntinuipg Ris work, it was suspended

till tw ears afterwards, when the celebrated
Mahm Ghizni, thg conqueror of India, meeting
with the Bagtan-nameh, gave portions of it to three
of the most renow ts of the time to versify.

The palm of excellence Was adjudged to Aunseri, who
versitied the tale of Sohrab slain by his own father
Roostem, one of the most pathetic and affecting
narratives in any language. The sultan made him
Prince of the Poets, and directed him to versify the
entire work ; but, diffident of his powers, Anseri
shrank from the task, and having some time after-
wards met a poet of Toos in Khorasan, named
Isaac, the son of Sheriff-Shah, surnamed Ferdoosee
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. (Paradisal*), either from his father’s employment as
a gardener, or from the beauty of his verses, he
introduced him to the sultan, who gladly committed
the task to him. Ferdoosee laboured with enthusiasm
in the celebration of the ancient glories of his coun-
try; and in the space of thirty or,as some assert, of
only eight years, he brought the poem to within two
thousand lines of its termination, which lines were
added by another poet after his death.

The Shah-nameh is, beyond comparison, the finest
poem of the Mohammedan east. It consists of
60,000 rhymed couplets, and embraces the history of
Persia, from the beginning of the world to the period
of its conquest by the Arabs. The verses move on
with spirit and rapidity, resembling more the flow of
our lyrical, than that of ougycommon heroic, linest. \

Ferdoosee wrote his popdn thégearly part the
eleventh century from a book: wilich had n in
existence a long time before, for he dways calls it an
old book. ,No proof therefore i e% he dxd
not invent the tales which com!
and they have every appearance gh baving the
ancient traditionary lggends of th8 Persian nation.

v

But we are able to ¢6w that these I were
popular in Persia nearly six tunes time ;
and it was chiefly with a ing this

* Paradise, we are to recollaﬁ 'word of Persian ongm,
adopted by the Greeks, from we have received it. A
Paradise was a place planted with trees, a park, garden, or
pleasure-ground, as we may term it.

+ Hammer has, in his “Belles Lettres of Persia” (Schine
Redekunst Pernam), and in the ¢ Mines de 1'Orient,” trans-
lated a considerable portion of the Shah-nameh in the measure
of the original. MM. Campion and Atkinson have rendered
a part of it into English heroic verse., Gorreshas epitomised it,
as far as to the death of Roostem, in German prose, under the
title of ¢ Das Heldenbnch von Iran,”” An epitome of the poem
in English prose, by Mr. Atkinson, has also lately appeared.
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the dominioh of the Parthian Arsacides, who were
adverse to everything Persian. We are therefore
carried back to the times of the Kejanians, the Acha-
menides of the Greeks; and it is by no means im-
possible that the tale of Zohak and Feridoon was
known even to the host which Xerxes led to the sub-
Jjugation of Greece.

It is well known to those versed in oriental history
that, when the founder of the house of Sassan mounted
the throne of Persia in the year 226, he determined
to bring back everything, as far as was possible, to
its state in the time of the Kejanians, from whom he
affected to be descended, and that his successors trod
in his footsteps. But, as Persia had been for five
centuries and a half under the dominion of the
Greeks and Parthians, there was probably ne authen-
tic record of the ancient state of things rengfihing.
Recourse was therefore had to the traditional tales
of the country; and, as the legend of Zohak and
Feridoon was, as we have seen, one of the most
remarkable of these tales, it was at once adopiad as
a genuine portion of the national history, snd a
banner formed to represent the Apron of Gavah,
which was, as the poet describes it, ad with
additional jewels by each monarch of the house of
Sassan at his accession. This hypothesis will very
simply explain the circumstance of this banner being
unnoticed by the Greek writers, while it is an un-
doubted fact that it was captured by the Arabs at the
battle of Kadisedh, which broke the power of Persia,
—a circumstance which has perplexed Sir John
Malcolm.

We will finally observe that the historian just
alluded to, as well as some others, thinks that the
darkness cast by the magic art of the White Deev
over Ky Kaoos and his army in Mazanderan coin-
cides with the eclipse of the sun predicted by Thales,
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and which, according to Herodotus, parted the armies
of the Medians and the Lydians when engaged in
conflict. Little stress is however, we apprehend, to
be laid on such coincidences. Tradition does not
usually retain ‘the memory of facts of this nature,
though fiction is apt enough to invent them. The
only circumstances which we have observed in the
early part of the Shah-nameh agreeing with Grecian
history, are some relating to the youthful days of Kei
Khoosroo, which are very like what Herodotus relates
of Cyrus.
We now return to the history of the Assassins.

2
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the conspiracy, assuming the part of the avenger of
blood, the murderer and all his family were put to
death, and their bodies committed to the flames; but
this act of seeming justice did not free Rukn-ed-deen
from suspicion, and the bitter reproaches of his mother
were poured forth on him as a parricide.

The termination of the power of the Ismailites
was now at hand. Ruku-ed-deen had hardly ascended
the throne of his murdered father when he learned
that an enemy was approaching against whom all
attempts at resistance would be vain.
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Cuarrer XI.

The Mongols—Hoolagoo sent against the Ismailites—Rukn-
ed-deen submits—Capture of Alamoot—Destruction of the
Library—Fate of Rukn-ed-deen—Massacre of the Ismailites
—St. Louis and the Assassins—Mission for the Conversion
of the People of Kuhistan—Conclusion,

Hatrr a century had now elapsed since the voice of
the Mongol seer on the banks of the Sélinga had
announced to the tribes of that race that he had seen
in a vision the Great God sitting on his throne and
giving sentence that Temujeen, one of their chiefs,
should be Chingis Khan (Great Khan), and the
obedient tribes had, under the leading of Temujeen,
commenced that career of conquest which extended
from the eastern extremity of Asia to the confines of
Egypt and of Germany. At this time the chief
power over the Mongols was in the hands of Mangoo,
the grandson of Chingis, a prince advantageously
made known to Europe by the long abode of the
celebrated Venetian Marco Polo at his court. The
Mongols had not yet invaded Persia, though they
had, under Chingis himself, overthrown and stripped
of his dominions the powerful sultan of Khaurism.
It was however evident that that country could not
long escape the fate of so many extensive and power-
ful states, and that a pretext would soon be found
for pouring over it the hordes of the Mongols.

We are told, though it seems scarcely credible,
that ambassadors came from the Khalif of Bagdad
to Nevian, the Mongol general who commanded on
the northern frontier of Persia, requiring safe conduct
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orders of the Mongol were imperative;  he was re-
quired to appear at once, and-to commit the defence
of his territory to the Mongol officer who was the
bearer of Hoolagoo’s commands. Rukn-ed-deen
hesitated. He sent again to make excuses and ask
more time; and, as a proof of his obedience, he
directed the governors of Kuhistan and Kirdkoh to
repair to the Mongol camp. The banners of Hoola-
goo were now floating at the foot of Demavend, close
to the Ismailite territory, and once more orders came
to Maimoondees, where Rukn-ed-deen and his family
had taken refuge:—“The Ruler of the World is
now arrived at Demavend, and it is no longer time
to delay. If Rukn-ed-deen wishes to wait a few days
he may in the mean time send his son.” The
affrighted chief declared his readiness to send his
son, but, at the persuasion of his whmen and advisers,
instead of his own, he sent the son of a slave, who
was of the same age, requesting that his brother
might be restored to him. Hoolagoo was soon in-
formed of the imposition, but disdained to notice it
otherwise than by sending back the child, saying he
was too young, and requiring that his elder brother,
if he had one, should be sent in place of Shahin-
shah. He at the same time dismissed Shahin-
shah with these words :—* Tell thy brother to demo-
lish Maimoondees and come to me; if he does not
come, the eternal God knows the consequences.” *
The Mongol troops now covered all the hills and
valleys, and Hoolagoo in person appeared before
Maimoondees. The Assassins fought bravely, but
Rukn-ed-deen had not spirit to hold out. He sent
his" other brother, his son, his vizir Nasir-ed-deen,
and the principal persons of the society, bearing rich
presents to the Mongol prince. Nasir-ed-deen was
directed to magnify the strength of the Ismailite
fortresses in order to gain good terms for his master;
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but, instead of so doing, he told Hoolagoo not to
regard them, assuring him that the conjunction of
the stars announced the downfal of the Ismailites,
and that the sun of their power was hastening to its
setting. It was agreed that the castle should be
sarrendered on condition of free egress. Rukn-ed-
deen, his ministers, and his friends, entered the Mon-
r\l camp on the first day of the month Zoo-1-Kaadeh.
Aix wealth was divided among the Mongol troops.
Wuulugoo took compassion on himself, and spoke
kindly to him, and treated him as his guest. Nasir-
el=deen became the vizir of the conqueror, who after-
waurds built for him the observatory of Meragha.
Maongol officers were now dispatched to all the
castles of the Ismailites in Kuhistan, Roodbar, and
even in Syria, with orders from Rukn-ed-deen to the
governors to surfender or demolish them. The
wnber of these strong castles was upwards of one
hundred, of which there were forty demolished in
Roodbar alone. Three of the strongest castles in
this province, namely, Alamoot, Lamseer, and Kird-
koh, hesitated to submit, their governors replying to
the summons that they would wait till Hoolagoo
should appear in person before them. In a few days
the Mongol prince and his captive were at the foot
of Alamoot. Rukn-ed-deen was led under the walls,
wnd he ordered the governor to surrender. His
command was disregarded, and Hoolagoo, not to
waste time, removed his camp to Lamseer, leaving a
corps to blockade Alamoot. The people of Lamseer
came forth immediately with their homage, and a
fow days afterwards envoys arrived from Alamoot
entveating Rukn-ed-deen to intercede for the inha-
bitanta with the brother of Mangoo. The conqueror
waa Woderate; he allowed them free egress, and
g‘w them three days to collect and remove their
wilies sud property. On the third day the Mongol
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had already reached Hoolagoo, who was only waiting
to execute them till Kirdkoh should have surrendered.
As the garrison of that place continued obstinate, he
no longer ventured to delay. Orders for indiscrimi-
nate massacre were issued, and 12,000 Ismailites
soon fell as victims. The process was short; wher-
ever a member of the society was met he was, without
any trial, ordered to kneel down, and his head in-
stantly rolled on the ground. Hoolagoo sent one of
his vizirs to Casveen, where the family of Rukn-ed-
deen were residing, and the whole of them were put
to death, except two (females it is said), who were
reserved to glut the vengeance of the princess Bool-
ghan Khaloon, whose father Jagatai had perished by
the daggers of the Assassins.

The siege of Kirdkoh was committed by Hoolagao
(who was now on his march to Bagdad to put an
end to the empire of the khalifs) to the princes of
Mazenderin and Ruyan. The castle held out for
three years, and the siege was rendered remarkable
by the following curious occurrence :—It was in the
beginning of the spring when a poet named Koorbee
of Ruyan came to the camp. He began to sing, in
the dialect of Taberistan, a celebrated popular song
of the spring, beginning with these lines :—

‘When the sun from the fish to the ram doth return,
Spring’s banner waves bigh on the breeze of the morn.*

* « And Day, with his banner of radiance unfurled,
Shines in through the mountainous portal that opes
Sublime from that valley of bliss to the world,”
says Mr. Moore in his ¢ Lalla Rookh,” undoubtedly without
any knowledge of the eastern song. His original was perhaps
Campbell’s
¢ Andes, giant of the western star,
-His meteor standard to the winds unfurled, )
Looks from his throne of clouds o’er half the worid ;*

which was again, in all probability, suggested, like Gray’s
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gradually accustomed the ears of the people to the
forms of orthodoxy. Many years afterwards sultan
Shahrokh, the son of Timoor, resolved to send a
commission to ascertain the state of religion in Ko~
histan. At the head of it he placed Jelalee of Kain,
the grandson of Emad-ed-deen, a man of learning
and talent and a distinguished writer. Jelalee deemed
himself especially selected by heaven for this purpose,
as his grandsire had headed the former mission, and
the Prophet had appeared to himself in a dream, and
given to him a broom to sweep the land, which he
interpreted to be a commission to sweep away the
impurity of infidelity out of the country. He there-
fore entered on his office joy, and, after a pere-
grination of eleven month™y reported favourably of
the faith of the people of Kohistan, with the exception
of some dervishes and others, who were addicted to
Soofeeism.

At the present day, nearly six centuries after the
destruction of the Ismailite power, the sect is still in
existence both in Persia and in Syria. But, like that
of the Anabaptists, it has lost its terrors, and the
Ismailite doctrine is now merely one of the specu-
lative heresies of Islam. The Syrian Ismailites dwell
in eighteenyvillages around Massyat, and pay an
annual sum of 16,500 piastres to the governor of
Hama, who nominates their sheikh or emir. They
are divided into two sects or parties, the Sooweidanee,
so named from one of their former sheikhs, and the
Khisrewee, so called on account of their great re-
verence for Khiser, the guardian of the Well of Life.
They are all externally rigid observers of the precepts
. of Islam, but they are said to believe in the divinity
of Ali, in the uncreated light as the origin of all
things, and in the sheikh Rasheed-eddeen Sinan as
the last representative of God upon earth.

The Persian Ismailites dwell chiefly in Roodbar,
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but they are to be met all over the east, and even
appear as traders on the banks of the Ganges. Their
imam, whose pedigree they trace up to Ismail, the
son of Jaaffer-es-Sadik, resides, under the protection
of the Shah of Persia, at the village of Khekh, in the
district of . Koom. As, according to their doctrine,
he is an incarnate ray of the Divinity, they hold him
in the utmost veneration, and make pilgrimages from
the most distant places to obtain his blessing.

We have thus traced the origin, the growth, and
the decline of this formidable society, only to be
paralleled by that, of the Jesuits in extent of power
and unity of plan and purpose. Unlike this last,
however, its object was purely evil, and its career
‘was one of blood: it has therefore left no deeds to
which its apologists might appeal in its defence. Its
history, notwithstanding, will always form a curious
and instructive chapter in that of the human race.
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tury. A less glorious fate attended the Knights of
the Temple. They became the victims of the un-
principled rapacity of a merciless prince; their pro-
perty was seized and confiscated ; their noblest mem-
bers perished in the flames; their memory was
traduced and maligned ; the foulest crimes were laid
to their charge ; and a secret doctrine, subversive of
social tranquillity and national independence, was
asserted to have animated their councils. Though
many able defenders of these injured knights have
arisen, the charges against them have been reiterated
even in the present day ; and a distinguished Orientalist
(Von Hammer) has recently even attempted to bring
forward additionaland novel proofs of their secret guilt.*
To add one more to the number of their defendets, to
trace the origin, develope the internal constitution of
their society, narrate their actions, examine the his-
tory of their condemnation and suppression, and
show how absurd and frivolous were the charges
against them, are the objects of the present writer,
who, though he is persuaded, and hopes to prove,
that they held no secret doctrine, yet places them
among the secrec societies of the middle ages, because
it is by many confidently maintained that they were
such.

As the society of the Templars was indebted for
its origin to the Crusades, we will, before entering
on our narrative, endeavour to correct some erroneous
.notions respecting the causes and nature of these
. celebrated expeditions.

The opinion of the Crusades having been an ema-

* The principal works on the subject of the Templars are
Raynouard Monumens historiques relatifs 2 la Condamnation
des Templiers ; Dupuy Histoire de la Condamnation des Tem-
pliers ; Miinter Statutenbuch des Ordens der Tempelherren ;
and Wilike Geschichte des Tempelherrenordens, There is
scarcely anything on the subject in English.



THE TEMPLARS, 1

nation of the spirit of chivalry is one of the most
erroneous that can be conceived, yet it is one most
widely spread. Romancers, and those who write
history as if it were romance, exert all their power to
keep up the illusion, and the very sound of the word
Crusade conjures up in most minds the ideas of
waving plumes, gaudy surcoats, emblazoned shields,
with lady’s love, knightly honour, and courteous feats
of arms. A vast deal of this perversion of truth is
no doubt to be ascribed to the illustrious writer of the
. splendid epic whose subject is the first Crusade. Tasso,
who, living at the time when the last faint gleam of
expiring chivalry was fitfully glowing through the
moral and political gloom which was overspreading
the former abodes of freedom and industry in Italy,
may be excused if, young and unversed in the philo-
sophy of history, he mistook the character of Euro-
pean society six centuries before his time, or deemed
himself at liberty to minister to the taste of a court
which loved the fancied image of former times, and
stimulate it to a generous emulation by representing
the heroes of the first Crusade as animated with the
spirit and the virtues of the ideal chivalry. But the
same excuse is not to be made for those who, writing
at the present day, confound chivalry and the Cru-
sades, give an epitome of the history of the latter
under the title of that of the former, and venture to
assert that the valiant Tancred was the beau ideal of
chivalry, and that the “ Talisman” contains a faithful
picture of the spirit and character of the Crusades.*

* On the subject of chivalry see Ste. Palaye Mémoires sur
la Chevalerie, Sir W. Scott’s Essay on the same subject, and
Mills’s and James’s histories of chivalry. We do not recollect
that any of these writers has fairly proved that the chivalry
which they describe ever existed as an institution, and we must
demur to the principle which they all assume of romances
like Perceforest being good authority for the manners of the
age in which they were composed,
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‘had sojourned when on earth, and more especially in
the tomb in which his body had been deposited, and
with grief and indignation to see them in the hands
of those who contemptuously derided his divinity, and
treated with insult and cruelty those of his faithful
vassals who underwent the toils and dangers of a
distant journey to offer their homage at his tomb,
Nothing could, therefore, be more grateful to his
feelings than to behold the sacred soil of Palestine
free from heathen pollution, and occupied and de-
fended by his faithful vassals, and no true son of the
church could hesitate a moment to believe that it was
his bounden duty to arm himself in the cause of his
lord, and help to reinstate him in his heritage. Here,
then, without having recourse to the romantic prin-
ciple of chivalry, we have an adequate solution of the
phenomenon of the first Crusade. Here we have a
motive calculated to operate on the minds of all
orders, equally effectual with men of piety, virtue, and
wealth, like Godfrey of Bouillon and Stephen of
Chartres, who looked for no temporal advantages, as
with the meanest and most superstitious of the vassals
and serfs who might be supposed to have only sought
a refuge from misery and oppression by assuming
the cross. We would not by any means be supposed
to deny that many other causes and motives were in
operation at the same time; but this we deem the
grand one. This was the motive which gave dignity
to and hallowed all others, and which affected the
mind of every Crusader, be his rank or station in so-
ciety what it might.

Pilgrimage then was esteemed a duty, and a power-
ful mean of removing guilt and appeasing the wrath
of the Almighty ; the spirit of the age was martial,
and its religion, tinged by the ancient system of the
North of Europe, was of the same character; the
feudal principle was in its vigour, and extended even

u 2
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to the relations of man with the deity; the rude and
barbarous Turks had usurped-the heritage, the very
crown-lands, as we may say, of Jesus Christ, and in-
sulted his servants, whose duty it plainly was to
punish them, and free the tomb of their lord ;—the
natural result of such a state of circumstances and
opinion was the first Crusade.
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dealer paid two pieces of gold to the overseer for per-
mission to have a stand there.

In the 11th century, when the ardour of pilgrimage
was inflamed anew, there was a hospital within the
walls of Jerusalem for the use of the Latin pilgrims,
which had been erected by Italian traders, chiefly of
Amalfi. Near this hospital, and within a stone’s
cast of the church of the Holy Sepulchre, they erected,
with the permission of the Egyptian khalif, a church
dedicated to the Holy Virgin, which was usually called
Sta. Maria de Latina. In this hospital abode an
abbot and a good number of monks, who were of the
Latin church, and followed the rule of St. Benedict.
They devoted themselves to the reception and enter-
tainment of pilgrims, and gave alms to those who
were poor, or had been rifled by robbers, to enable
them to pay the tax required by the Moslems for
permission to visit the holy places. When the num-
ber of the pilgrims became so great that the hospital
was incapable of receiving them all, the monks raised
another hospitium close by their church, with a chapel
dedicated to a canonized patriarch of Alexandria,
named St. John Eleémon, or the Compassionate.
This new hospital had no income of its own; the
monks and the pilgrims whom they received derived
their support from the bounty of the abbot of the
convent of the Holy Virgin, or from the alms of
pious Christians.

At the time when the army of the crusaders ap-
peared before the walls of Jerusalem the Hospital of
St. John was presided over by Gerard, 2 native of
Provence, a man of great uprightness and of exem-
plary piety. His benevolence was of a truly Christian
character, and far transcended that of his age in
general ; for during the period of the siege he re.
lieved all who applied to him for succour, and not
merely did. the’ schismatic Greek share his bounty,
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merdts in, and hence they styled themselves the
Soldiery of the Temple (Militia Templi), and Tem-
plars. They attracted such immediate consideration,
owing in great part, no doubt, to the novelty of their
plan, that the very year after their establishment
(1120), Fulk, Count of Anjou, who was come on
pilgrimage to Jerusalem, joined their society as a
married brother, and on his return home annually
remitted them thirty pounds of silver in furtherance
of their pious objects, and the example of the Count
of Anjou was followed by several other princes and
nobles of the West.

The English historian, Brompton, who wrote in
the 12th ceniury, asserts that the founders of the
order of the Temple had originally been members of
that of St. John. We know not what degree of
credit this may be entitled to*, but it is certain that
there had been as yet nothing of a military character
in this last, and that its assumption of such a cha-
racter was an imitation of the society of the Temple ;
for, urged by the praise which they saw lavished on
the Templars for their meritorious conduct, the Hos-
pitallers resolved to add the task of protecting to that
of tending and relieving pilgrims, and such of their
members as were knights resumed their arms, joyful
to employ them once more in the cause of God. The
amplitude of their revenues enabled them to take a
number of knights and footmen into their pay—a prac-
tice in which they had probably been preceded by the
Templars, who thus employed the money which was
remitted tothem from Europe. But during the life-
time of Raymond Dupuy the order of the Hospital
did not become completely a military one ; he always

.* The other writers of that century agree in the account
given above. Brompton’s authority has been preferred by
some modern writers, who probably wished to pay their court
tp the order of Malta,



























. THE TEMPLARS, 199

Cuarrer 111
Return of the Templars to the East—Exoneration and Refu-
tation of the Charge of a Connection with the Ismailites—
Actions of the Templars—Crusade of Louis VII.—Siege of
Ascalon—Sale of Nassir-ed-deen—Corruption of the Hos-
pitallers—The bull, Omne Datum Optimum—Refusal of the
. Templars to march against Egypt—Murder of the Ismailite
Envoy.

IN the year 1129 Hugh de Payens, accompanied
by 300 knights of the noblest families in FEurope,
who had become members of the order, and followed
by a large train of pilgrims, returned to the Holy
Land. Shortly after his arrival, the unlucky expe-
dition to Damascus above narrated*, was undertaken,
and the Templars formed a portion of the troops
which marched, as they fancied, to take possession of
that city. As has been observed, this is the first
occasion on which we find the Christians in alli-
ance and connection with the Ismailites; and as
Hammer, the historian of the last, makes the grave
charge against Hugh de Payens, of having modelled
his new society on the plan of that deadly associa-
tion, and of having been the chief planner and insti-
gator of the treacherous attempt on Damascus, we
will suspend the course of our narration, to discuss
the probability of that opinion, though in so doing
we must anticipate a little respecting the organisation
of the Order of the Temple.

Hammer argues an identity between the two

* Seep. 88,
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that it was the object of both societies to make
themselves masters of the surrounding country, by
the possession of fortresses and castles, and thus be-
come formidable rivals to princes ; and he sees, in the
preceptories or houses of the Templars, the copies of
the hill-forts of the Ismailites. That such was the
design of this last society is quite apparent from the
preceding part of our work; but what resemblance is
there between such formidable places of defence as
Alamoot and Lamseer, and the simple structures in
which a few knights and their attendants dwelt in the
different parts of Europe, and which were hardly, if
at all, stronger than the ordinary baronial residences ?
and what resistance could the Temple of London
or that of Paris offer te the royal strength, if put
forth? Hammer has here again fallen into his usual
error of arguing too hastily from accidental resem-
blances. The preceptories of the Templars were, as
we shall show, the necessary consequence of the
acquisition of property by the order, and had nothing
hostile to society in their nature.

When we reflect on the character of the first cru-
saders, and particularly on that of the first Templars,
and call to mind their piety, ignorance, and simplicity,
nothing can appear more absurd than to ascribe to
them secret philosophical doctrines of impiety, im-
bibed from those whose language they did not even
understand, and whose religion and manners they
held in abhorrence, and to suppose that the first poor
knights of the Temple could have had visions of the
future power of their order, and have looked forward
to its domiuion over the Christian world. ** But this
is a common mistake with ingenious men, who are for
ever ascribing to the founders of empires, religions,
and societies, that attribute of divinity which sees from
the beginning the ultimate end, and forms all its plans
and projects with a view to it. It is thus that some
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because the Master of the rival order was the author
and projector of it.”” The prelate seems to regard
the more honourable as the true cause. Perhaps we
should express ourselves correctly if we said that in
this, as in many other cases, duty and prejudice hap-
pily combined, aud the path which was the most
agreeable was also the most honourable.

In the mastership of Ado of St. Amando, the suc- .
cessor of Philip of Naploos, occurred the treacherous
murder of the Ismailite envoy above narrated *—an
act which brought the Templars into great disrepute
with pious Christians, as it was quite manifest that
they preferred money to winning souls to Christ.

* Page 116.

X3
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CaartER IV,

Heroism of the Templars and Hospitallers—Battle of Hittin
~—Crusade of Richard of England and Philip of France—
Corruption of the Order—Pope Innocent III. writes a Let-
ter of Censure—Frederic II.—Great Slaughter of the Tem-
plars—Henry IIL of England and the Templars—Power of
the Templars in Moravia—Slaughter of them by the Hos.
pitallers—Fall of Acre.

THE fall of the Christian power in the East was
now fast approaching, and it was not a little hastened
by the enmity of the rival orders. The truth of the
old sentence, that the Deity deprives of sense those
whom he will destroy, was manifested on this as on
so many other similar occasions ; and while the great
and able Saladin was consolidating his power and
preparing for the accomplishment of the object which,
as a true Moslem, lay nearest his heart, the recovery
of the Holy City, discord, enmity, and animosity,
prevailed among those who should have been actuated
by one soul and by one spirit.

Yet the two orders of religious chivalry had not
derogated from their original valour, and the last
days of Jerusalem were illumined by some noble
feats cf prowess.  On the 1st of May, 1187, when
Malek-el-Afdal, the son of Saladin, was returning
from an expedition into the Holy Land, which he had
undertaken with the consent of the Count of Tripolis,
regent of the kingdom, the Masters of the Temple
and of the Hospital, having collected about 140
knights and 500 footmen, met the Moslems, who were
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the Christian dominion in the East. Not more than
ten knights of the Temple escaped in the storm of
the town, and these, with the remnants of the other
orders, and the garrison, sought a retreat in Cyprus.

We have now traced the history of the order from
its institution to within a few years of the period of
its suppression. Of this most important event we
shall delay the consideration for some time, and
shall occupy the intervening space with an account of
the internal organisation of the society, its officers,
its wealth, and various possessions. This will, we
trust, prove no slight contribution to our knowledge
of one of the most curious portions of the history of
the world—that of the middle ages—and gratify the
reader by the display of manners and institutions
which have long since passed away*.

* The or&anisation and the rules of the Hospitallers were
similar to those of the Templars; but as that order existed
down to modern times, the rules, &c., given by Vertot, contain
& great number of modern additions.
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who were affiliated to it, for there were no nuns of
the Temple similar to those of the order of Malta in
later times.

In less intimate connexion with the order than the
affiliated stood those who were styled Donates and
Oblates. These were persons who, as their titles
denote, were given or presented to the order. They
were either children whom their parents or relations
destined to the service of the order when they should
have attained a sufficient age, or they were full-grown
persons who pledged themselves to serve the order
as long as they lived without reward, purely out of
reverence to it, and with a view to enjoying its pro-
tection, and sharing in its good works. Persons of
all ranks, princes and priests, as well as others, were
to be found among the oblates of the Temple.
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was under the jurisdiction of the great-prior of
Aragon.

- It is to be observed that most of the castles pos-
sessed by the order in Spain and Portugal were on
the borders of the Moorish territory. Some of these
had been given to the Templars as the inveterate foes
of the infidels ; others had been conquered by them
from the Moors.

France, where the possessions of the order were
so considerable, was divided iuto four provinces,
namely-—

TV. FRANCE AND AUVERGNE, mcludmg Flanders
and the Netherlands,

V. Normanpy.

V1. AqQuiTAINE, or Porrou.

VII. PROVENCE.

The residences of the great-priors of these four
provinces were, for France, the capacious and stately
Temple at Paris, which was, as we are informed by
Matthew Paris, large and roomy enough to contain
an army; for Normandy, as is supposed, La ville
Diew en la Montagne; for Poitou, the Temple at
Poitiers; for Provence, that at Montpellier.

VIl E~xaLanp.—The province of England in-
cluded Scotland and Ireland. ‘Though each of these
two last kingdoms had its own great-prior, they were
subordinate to the great-prior of England, who re-
sided at the Temple of London.

The principal bailiwicks of England were—1. Lon-
don; 2. Kent; 8. Warwick; 4. Waesdone; 5. Lin-
coln; 6. Ln’ndsey, 1. Bohngbroke ; 8. Widine;
9. Agerstone; 10. York. In these were seventeen
preceptories ; and the number of churches, houses,
tarms, mills, &c., possessed by the order was very
considerable *.

* The possessions of the Templars in England will be found
in the works of Dugdale and Tanner.
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Craprer VIL

Officers of the Order—The Master—Mode of Election—His
Rights and Privileges—Restraints on, him—The Seneschal
—The Marshal—The Treasurer—The Draper—The Tur-
copilar—Great-Priors — Commanders—Visitors —Sub-Mar-
shal—Standard-bearer.

AN order consisting of so many members,and whose
wealth and possessions were of such extent, must
necessarily have had numerous officers and various
ranks and dignities. T'he elucidation of this branch
of their constitution is now to engage our attention.

At the head of the order stood the Master, or, as
he was sometimes called, the Great-Master* of the
Temple. This personage was always a knight, and
had generally held one of the higher dignities of the
order. Though, like the Doge of Venice, his power
was greatly controlled by the chapter, he enjoyed very
great consideration, and was always regarded as the
representative of the order. In the councils, the
Masters of the Temple and the Hospital took prece-
dence of all ambassadors, and sat next the prelates.
All monarchs conceded princely rank and place to the
Master of the Temple.

A situation which offered so much state and consi-

* Magister, Maistre, is the almost invariable expression in
the historiaus, the statutes of the order, and most documents.
Magnus Magister was, however, early employed. Terricus,
the Master of the order, thus styles himself when writing to
Henry II. of England. The term Grand-Master is apt to
convey erroneous 1deas of pomp and magnificence tothe minds
of many readers.

Q
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- electors returned to their companions; if they now
agreed, the person whom they chose was declared
Master.

Should the object of their choice be, as was not
unfrequently the case, actually present in the chapter,
the thirteen came in; and the electing-prior speak-
ing in their name, said, *“ Beloved sirs, give praise
and thanks to our Lord Jesus Christ, and to our
dear Lady, and to all the saints, that we are agreed,
-and have, according to your command, chosen, in
the name of God, a Master of the Temple. Are-ye
content with what we have done?” All then re-
plied, “ In the name of God!” * Do ye promise to
yield him obedience as long as he lives?” * Yea,
with the help of God!” The electing-prior then
turned to the great-prior, and said, ¢ Prior, if God
and we have chosen thee for the Master, wilt thou
promise to obey the chapter as long as thou live, and
to maintain the good morals and good usages of the
order?” and he answered, ¢ Yea, with the aid of
God!” The same question was then put to some of
the most distinguished knights; and if the person
elected was present, the electing-prior went up to
him, and said, “ In the name of the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Ghost, we have chosen you bro-
ther, N.N., for Master, and do choose you!” He
then said, “ Beloved sirs and brethren, give thanks
unto God: behold our Master.” The chaplains then
chanted aloud the Te Deum laudamus, the brethren
arose, and, with the utmost reverence and joy, taking
the new Master in their arms, carried him into the
chapel, and placed him before the altar, where he
continugd kneeling while the brethren prayed, the
chaplains repeating Kyrie Eleison, Pater noster, and

" other devotional forms.

The election of the Master of the Temple required
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of the order in the field; and then, like the Spartan
kings, he could act in some degree unfettered by the
chapter. When he died, he was buried with great
solemnity and pomp, by the light of torches and wax
tapers—an honour bestowed by the order on no other
of its members. All the knights were required to
attend the funeral; and the prelates were invited to
give their presence at it. Each brother who was
present was to repeat 200 Pater nosters within seven
days, for the repuse of the soul of the deceased ; and
100 poor persons were fed at home in the evening,
with the same design. )

On the other hand, the Master was bound to obey
the chapter; and he could do nothing without con-
sulting some of the brethren. He could not nominate
to any of the higher dignities of the order; but he
might, with the advice and consent of some of the
most reputable knights, appoint to the inferior priories
and preceptories. He could not sell, or in any other
way dispose of, any of the lands of the order, without
the consent of the chapter; neither could he make
peace or truce without their approbation. Their con-
sent was also required to enable him to make any
alteration in the laws of the society, to receive any
person into it, or to send a brother beyond sea. He
could take no money out of the treasury without the
consent of the prior of Jerusalem, who was the
treasurer of the society. In fact, the Master of the
Temple was so curbed and restrained in every way,
and his office made so much -an honorary one, that
his dignity may best be compared with that of a
Spartan king or a Venetian doge. It is rather curious
that the Master of the Temple should be thus limited
in authority, when the abbot of the Benedictines,
whose rules the Templars in a great measure adopted,
enjoyed monarchical power.
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also, in some sort, the admiral of the order; and on
this account the preceptor of Acre was subordinate
to him. The treasurer had the same allowance of
horses, &c. as the seneschal.

The draper had charge of the clothing of the
order: he was to see that each brother was decently
and properly dressed. His allowance was four horses,
two esquires, and a pack-servant.

The Turcopilar was the commander of the light
horse. All the armed serving-brethren and the Tur-
copoles were under his command. He was himself
subordinate to the marshal. When he was going
into action, some of the knights were sent with him.
These were under his orders; but if their number
amounted to ten, and they had with them a banner
and a knight-preceptor, the Turcopilar became sub-
ordinate to this officer ; which proves that the office
of Turcopilar was not one of the higher dignitaries
of the order. The Turcopilar was allowed four
horses.

Besides these offices of the order in the East,
there were the great-priors, great-preceptors, or pro-
vincial-masters (for the terms are synonimous) of
the three provinces of Jerusalem, Tripolis, and An-
tioch ; and the preceptors, who were subordinate to
them.

The great-prior of the kingdom of Jerusalem was
also treasurer. His office has been already noticed.
The great-priors of Tripolis and Antioch had the
superintendence over the brethren and the possessions
of the order in these provinces. They had the same
allowances of attendants and horses as the seneschal.
The prior of Antioch, when on a journey to Arme-
nia, which bordered on his province, and in which
the order had possessions, was allowed to take
with him a chaplain and a portable chapel, as the
Armenians were monophysite heretics, with whom
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These offices were five in number—namely, those of
sub-matshial, &tandard-bearer, farrier, cook, and pre-
ceptor of the coast of Acre. Each of these was
allowed two fiorses.

The sub-marshal had the chaige of all the inferior
sort of accoutrements (le petit harnofs) of the order,
in which the horse-furnitiite séeitis to have beén in-
cluded. All the handicraftsinen of the ordet wére
under him, and were obliged to actount to kim for
their work. He supplied them with the needful tools
and materials; could send them where he pleased
on the service of the house; and on holidays give
them permission to go from one house to another to
amuse themselves. The sub-marshal and the stan-
dard-bearer were each the representative of the other
in his absence. ’

The standard-beater had the command over all
the esquires of the house ; that is, those who were en-
gaged for a limited time in the service of the order,
whom he was bound to make acquainted with the
rules to which they were subject, and the punishments
to which they were liable in case of disobedience ;
he was also to pay them their wages. Whenever
the esquires took the horses out to graze, he was
bound to precede them with a standard of the order.
He always presided at the table of the serving-
brethren and esquires. When the order was marching
to battle, it was his task to ride before the standard,
which was borne after him by an esquire, or carried
on a wain*; he was to lead whithersoever the mar-
shal directed him. When the battle commenced,
those esquires who led the horses of the knights
were to combat behind their masters; the others
were to take the mules on which their masters rode,
and remain with the standard-bearer, who was to

* The Carroccio of the talian republics,
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have a banner rolled about his lance, which, when
he saw the marshal engaged in action, he was to
unfurl, and draw up the esquires in as handsome
order as possible behind the combatants, in order to
support them.

The serving-brethren were eligible t8 the office of
house-preceptor ; but there was this distinction made
between them and knights who held that office, that,
the serving-brethren being allowed but one horse,
their esquire was a serving-brother. As Acre was
the sea-port at which all the shipments of the order
to and from Europe took place, the preceptory there
was necessarily an office which entailed a good deal
of toil and business on the person who held that
situation, and required a knowledge of commerce
and of the affairs of the world. It was therefore
not considered suitable to a knight, and was always
given to a serving-brother. The serving-brethren
were also set over the various farms and estates of the
order, 'These were named the brother-stewards,—in
Latin, grangiarii and preceplores grangiarum,—
and were probably selected from the craftsmen of
the order. They were allowed two horses and an
esquire.
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and by summoning to the chapter such knights as
were attached or looked up to him, contrive to carry
any matters that he desired. The laws, however, by
way of check upon him, made it imperative that the
high officers of the order should have seats in the
chapter; and as these were not appointed by the
Master, and were independent of him, it was sup-
posed that they would not be his creatures. This
chapter could decide on all matters relating to the
order, some important affairs, such as war and
peace, excepted ; make laws, and regulations, which
were binding on the whole society ; and send visitors
to the different provinces. All public documents,
such as papal bulls, were addressed to it and the
Master; all decisions in matters of importance came
from it; and all the brethren who were received in
the West were sent to it to be distributed where
they might be wanting. The declaration made by a
French knight on his examination, that the recep-
tions in the chapter of Jerusalem were rare, as the
members could be seldom brought to agree respect-
ing a candidate, gives a hint that it was not in general
a scene of the greatest harmony and unmity. It is,
indeed, but natural to suppose, that, asit was the chief
seat of the power of the order, it was also the great
theatre of intrigue and cabal.

Each province of the order had its general chap-
ter, and also a smaller one, presided over by the
great-prior, and composed of the principal officers
and such knights of character and estimation as the
prior chose to call to it. In like manner every pre-
ceplory and every large house of the order had its
chapter, at which all the brethren were required to
attend. The commander was president, and each
question was decided by the majority of voices. The
chief transactions in it consisted in the reception of
rew brethren, and the making up of quarrels and
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consequently every thing relating to the conduct of .
the order in war was strictly regulated. On the
march the Templars, as the guardians of the holy
cross, formed the vanguard of the Christian army;
in the array they were in the right wing. The
Hospitallers usually formed the rear-guard, and in
the field were posted on the left. The Templars
mounted and set forward at the voice of their mar-
shal, the standard-bearer preceding them with the
standard of the order. They moved in a walk or a
small trot. The march usually took place by night,
on account of the heat of eastern climes, and every
Precaution was adopted to prevent confusion or in-
convenience. When the standard halted for em-
campment, the marshal selected a place for his own
tent and the chapel, which was to contain the true
cross; the tents of the server, and of the great-prior
of the province, had also their places marked out.
It was then cried out, * Brethren, pitch your tents
in the name of God !’ on which each Templar forth-
with raised his tent in his rank. All the tents were
around the chapel, outside of its cords. The herald
pitched by the standard. No brother was allowed,
on any account, to go out of hearing of the war-cry,
or to visit the quarters of any others than the Hos-
pitallers, in case these last should be encamped
beside them. The place for encamping was se-
lected by the prior of the province in which the war
was, who was therefore in some sort quartermaster-
general; the marshal assigned the different quarters,
and over each he set a knight-preceptor to govern
and regulate it.

When the battle commenced, the marshal usually
took the standard out of the hands of the sub-
marshal and unfurled it in the name of God. He
then nominated from five to ten of the brethren to
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the early part of the thirteenth century, when they
may be regarded as somewhat declined from their
original elevation :—

 They seek to expel the enemies of the cross of
Christ from the lands of the Christians, by fighting
manfully, and by moving to battle at the signal and
command of him who is at the head of their forces,
not impetuously or disorderedly, but prudently and
with all caution—the first in advance, the last in
retreat; nor is it permitted to them to turn their
backs in flight, or to retreat without orders. They
are become so formidable to the adversaries of the
faith of Christ, that one chases a thousand, and two
ten thousand ; not asking, when there is a call to
arms, how many they are, but where they are: lions
in war, gentle lambs at home; rugged warriors on
an expedition, like monks and eremites in the
church.” The language of the worthy cardinal is
no doubt declamatory and rhetorical, and some de-
duction must consequently be made from it; but
still enough will remain to prove that the chivalry of
the Temple must still have retained no small portion
-of the e(\irirt.ues for which they had been originally re-
nowned.
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CHarrEr IX.

Molay elected Master—Last attempt of the Christians in
Syria—Conduct of the Three Military Orders—Philip the
Fair and Pope Boniface VIII.— Seizure of the Pope—
Election of Clement V.—The Papal See removed to France
—Causes of Philip’s enmity to the Templars—Arrival of
Molay in France—His interviews with the Pope—Charges
made against the Templars—Seizure of the Knights—Pro-
ceedings in England—Nature of the Charges against the
Order.

WE have, in what precedes, traced the order of the
Templars from its institution to the period wheun the
Latin dominion was overthrown for ever on the coast
of Syria, and have described, at some length, its in-
ternal organisation, and exhibited its power and extent
of possessions. It remains for us to tell how this
mighty order was suddenly annihilated, to examine
the charges made against it¥, and, as we have pro-
mised, to establish the falsehood and futility of themn—
a task far from ungrateful, though not unattended
with pain ; for itis of advantage to strengthen our love
of justice and hatred of tyranny and oppression, by
vindicating the memory even of those who perished
their victims centuries agone. It is also of use to
furnish one instance more to the world of the opera-
tion of the principle which will be found so generally

* The proceedings against the Templars have been pub-
lished from the original documents by Mowdenhaler, in Ger-
many ; but the work has been bought up by the freemasons,
who fancy themselves descended from the Templars, so that
we have been unable to procure a copy of it. Wilike has.
however, extracted largely from it.
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to prevail, that, let falsehood and sophistry exert
their utmost to conceal the truth, means will always
remain of refuting them, and,of displaying vice, how-
ever high seated, in its true colours.

In the year 1297, when the order had established
its head-quarters in the isle of Cyprus, James de
Molay, a native of Besan¢on, in the Franche Comté,
was elected Master. The character of Molay ap-
pears to have been at all times noble and estimable;
but if we are to credit the statement of a knight
named Hugh de Travaux, he attained his dignity by
an artifice not unlike that said to have been em-
ployed by Sixtus V. for arriving at the papacy. The
chapter, according to De Travaux, could not agree,
one part being for Molay, the other, and the stronger,
for Hugh de Peyraud. Molay, seeing that he had
little chance of success, assured some of the principal
knights that he did not covet the office, and would
himself vote for his competitor. Believing him, they
joyfully made him great-prior. His tone now altered.
 The mantle is done, now put the hoad on it. You
have made me great-prior, and whether you will or
not I will be great-master also.” The astounded
knights instantly chose him.

If this account be true, the mode of election at
this time must have differed very considerably from
that which we have described above out of the statutes
of the order. This election, moreover, took place in
France, where, in 1297, Molay, we are told, held the
fourth son of the king at the baptismal font.

One feeble attempt, the last military exploit of the
Templars, was made by the Christians to acquire
once more a footing on the continent of Asia during
the mastership of Molay. In 1300, the Mongol
chief Gazan came to the aid of the king of Armenia,
against the Turks. As it was the policy of the
Tartars, who had not as yet embraced Islam, to stir

up enemies to the Mohammedans, Gazan, after over-
n
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self and friends; the tithes of the clergy of France
for five years, to defray the expenses of his war in
Flanders; the persecution and destruction of the me-
mory of Pope Boniface ; the conferring the dignity
of cardinal on James and Peter Colonna. “The sixth
favour,” said he, “is great and secret, and I reserve
the asking of it "for a suitable time and place.” The
prelate swore on the host, and gave his brother and
two of his nephews as hostages. The king then sent
orders to the cardinal of Prato, to elect the archbishop
of Bordeaux, who took the name of Clement V. ’
Whether urged by the vanity of shining in the eyes
of his countrymen, or by dread of the tyranny exer-
cised by the cardinals over his predecessors, or, what
seems more probable, in compliance with the wishes
of Philip, or in consequence of impediments thrown
by that monarch in the.way of his departure, Cle-
nent, to the dismay of all Christendom, instead of
repairing to Rome, summoned the cardinals to
Lyons for his coronation. They reluctantly obeyed,
and he was crowned in that city on the 17th Decem-
ber, 1805, the king, his brother, and his principal
nobles, assisting at the ceremony. Clement forthwith
created twelve new cardinals, all creatures of Philip,
whose most devoted slave the pope showed himself to
be on all occasions. His promises to him were most
punctually fulfilled, with the exception of that re-
specting the memory of Boniface, which the cardinal
of Prato proved to Philip it would be highly impolitic
and dangerous to perform ; but Clement cheerfully
authorised him to seize, on the festival of St. Made-
laine, all the Jews in his kmtrdom, to banish them,
and confiscate their property in the name of religion.
What the sixth and secret grace which Philip re-
quired was is unknown. Many conjectures have
been made to little purpose. Itis not at all impro-
bable that the king had at the time no definite object






284 SECRET SOCIETIES.

As the rivalry and ill-feeling between the two
orders had long been regarded as one of the prin-
cipal causes of the little success of the Christians in
the East, the idea of uniting them had been con-
ceived, and Gregory X. and St. Louis had striven, -
but in vain, at the council at Lyons, to effect it.
Pope Boniface VIII. had also been anxious to bring
this project to bear, and Clement now resolved to
attemptit. On the 6th June, 1306, only six months
after his coronation, he wrote to the Masters of the
two orders to the following effect ;—The kings of
Armenia and Cyprus were calling on him for aid;
he therefore wished to confer with them, who knew
the country well, and were so much interested in it,
as to what were best to be done, and desired that they
would come to him as secretly as possible, and with -
a very small train, as they would find plenty of their
knights on this side of the sea; he directed them to
provide for the defence of Limisso during their
absence.

The Mastér of the Hospital, William de Villaret,
was, when the letter arrived, engaged in the attack
on Rhodes, and, therefore, could not obey the sum-
mons. But De Molay, the Master of the Temple,
having confided Limisso and the direction of the
order to the marshal, embarked with sixty of his most
distinguished knights, taking with him the treasure
of the order, consisting of 150,000 florins of gold,
and so much silver, that the whole formed the lading
of twelve horses. When they arrived in Irance, he
proceeded to Paris, where the king received him with
the greatest marks of favour and distinction, and he
deposited the treasure in the Temple of that city.
Shortly afterwards he set out for Poitiers, where he
had an interview with Clement, who consulted him_
on the affairs of the East. On the subject of a new
crusade, Molay gave it as his opinion that nothing
but a simultaneous effort of all the Christian powers
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thg commission of various crimes which had been
made against them ; but they gave him such explana-
ttons as appeared to content him, and returned to
Paris, satisfied that they had removed all doubts from
his mind.

The following was the way in which the charges
were made against the Templars.

There was lying in prison, at Paris or Toulouse,
for some crime, 2 man named Squin de Flexian, a
native of Beziers, who had been formerly a Templar,
and prior of Mantfaucon, but had been put out of the
order for heresy and other offences. His companion
in captivity was a Florentine, named Noffo Dei—* a
man (says Villani) full of all iniquity.” These two
began to plan how they might best extricate them-
selves from their present hopeless state; and, as
it would appear, aware of the king’s dislike to the
Templars, and hating them for having punished him
for his crimes, Squin de Flexian resolved to accuse
them of the most monstrous offences, and thus ob-
tain his liberation. Accordingly, calling for the
governor of the prison, he told him that he had
a discovery to make to the king, which would be
more for his advantage thau the acquisition of a new
kingdom, but that he would only reveal it to the king
in person. Squin was immediately conveyed to Paris,
and brought before the king, to whom he declared
the crimes of ‘the order; and some of the Templars
were seized and examined by order of Philip.

Another account says that Squin Flexian and
Noffo Dei, who were both degraded Templars, had
been actively engaged in an insurrection of the people
some time before, from which the king was obliged
to take shelter in the Temple. They had been taken,
and were lying in prison withont any hope of their
lives, when they hit on the plan of accusing their for-
mer associates. They were both set at liberty; but
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Squin was atterwards hanged, and Noffo Dei beheaded,
as was said with little probability, by the Templars.

It is also said, that, about the same time, Cardinal
Cantilupo, the pope’s chamberlain, ‘who had been in
connexion with the Templars from his eleventh year,
made some discoveries respecting it to his master.

The charges made by Squin Flexian against the
order were as follows :— :

1. Each Templar, on his admission, was sworn
never to quit the order; and to further its interests,
by right or by wrong.

2. The heads of the order are in secret alliance
with the Saracens; and have more Mahommedan
infidelity than Christian faith; in proof of which,
they make every novice spit and trample on the cross
of Christ, and blaspheme his faith in various ways,

3. The heads of the order are heretical, cruel, and
sacrilegious men. ‘Whenever any novice, on disco~
vering the iniquity of the order, attempts to quit it,
they put him to death, and bury him privately by
night. They teach the women who are pregnant by
them how to procure abortion, and secretly murder
the new-born babes.

4. The Templars are infected with all the errors

of the Fraticelli; they despise the pope and the
authority of the Church; they contemn the sacra-
ments, especially those of penance and confession.
They feign compliance with the rites of the Church
merely to escape detection.
+ 5. The superiors are addicted to the most infamous
excesses of debauchery; to which, if any one ex-
presses his repugnance, he is punished by perpetual
captivity.

6. The temple-houses are the receptacles of every
crime and abomination that can be comnmitted.

7. The order labours to put the Holy Land into
the hands of the Saracens; and favours'them more
than the Christians.
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8. The installation of the Master takes place in
secret, and few of the younger brethren are present
at it; whence there is a strong suspicion that he de-
nies the Christian faith or promises, or does some-
thing contrary to right.

9. Many statutes of the order are unlawful, pro-
fane, and contrary to the Christian religion; the
members are, therefore, forbidden, under pain of
perpetual confinement, to reveal them to any one.

10. No vice or crimne committed for the honour or
benefit of the order is held to be a sin.

Such were the charges brought against the order
by the degraded prior of Montfaucon—charges in
general absurd, or founded on gross exaggeration of
some of the rules of the society. Others, still more
incredible, were subsequently brought forward in the
course of the examinations of witnesses.

Philip and his ministers, having now what they
regarded as a plausible case against the Templars,
prepared their measures in secret; and on the 12th
September, 1307, sealed letters were sent to all the
governors and royal officers throughout France,
with orders to arm themselves on the 12th of the
following month ; and in the night to open the let-
ters and act according to the instructions con-
tained therein. The appointed day arrived; and,
on the morning of Friday, the 13th October, nearly
all the Templars throughout France saw themselves
captives in the hands of their enemies. So well
had Philip taken his measures, that his meditated
victims were without suspicion; and, on the very
eve of his arrest, Molay was chosen by the trea-
cherous monarch to be one of the four pall-bearers
at the funeral of the Princess Catherine, wife of the
Count of Valois.

The directions sent by the king to his officers had
been to seize the persons and the goods of the Tem-

plars ; to interrocate, torture, and obtain confessions
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assure the pope that his mandates would be speedily
obeyed. The arrests took place accordingly: and
the Templars and their property were thus seized in
the two countries in which they were most powerful *.

The reluctance of the king of England and his
parliament to proceed to any harsh measures against
the Templars affords some presumption in their fa-
vour, and would incline us to believe that, had Philip
been actuated by a similar love of justice, the order
would not have been so cruelly treated in France.
But Philip had resolved on the destruction of the
society, and his privy councillors and favourites were
not men who would seek to check him in his career of
blood and spoliation. These men were William
Imbert, his confessor, a Dominican monk, one of an
order inured in Languedoc to blood, and deeply
versed in all inquisitorial arts and practices ; William
Nogaret, his chancellor, the violator of the sanctity of
the head of the church ; William Plasian, who had
shared in that daring deed, and afterwards sworn, in
an assembly of the peers and prelates of France,
that Boniface was an atheist and a sorcerer, and had
a familiar demon. * The whole order of the Domini-
cans also went heart and hand in the pious work
of detecting and punishing the heretics. We must
constantly bear in mind that the charges made against
the Templars, if they may not all be elassed under
the term heresy, were all such as the Church was in
the habit of making against those whom she perse-
cuted as public heretics. And in this, Philip and his
advisers acted wisely in their generation ; for treason,
or any other political charge, would have sounded dull
and inefficient in the ears of the people, in compa-
rison with the formidable word Aeresy.

* The airests were made in England in the same secret
4od sudden manner as in France. Rymer iii. 34, 43.

s 2












































































































THE TEMPLARS. 327

and Philip to the same tribunal within the space of a
year. The pontiff actually did die of a cholic on
,the night of the 19th of the following month, and,
"the church in which his body was laid takmm fire,
the corpse was half consumed. The king, ‘before
the year had elapsed, died of a fall from his horse.
Most probably it was these events which gave rise
to the tradition, which testilies the general belief of
the innocence of the Templars. It was also re-
marked that all the active persecutors of the order
perished by premature or violent deaths.

It remains to discuss the two following points :—
Did the religio-military order of the Knights Templars
hold a secret doctrine subversive of veligion and
morality? Has the order been continued down to
our own days ?

We have seen what the evidence against the
Templars was, and it is very plain that such evidence
would not be admitted in any modern court of jus-
tice. It waseither hearsay, or given by persons utterly
unworthy of credit, or wrung from the accused by
agony and torture. The articles themselves are
absurd and contradictory. Are we to believe that
the same men had adopted the pure deism of the
Mahommedans, and were guilty of a species of
idolatry * almost too gross for the lowest super-
stition? But when did this corruption commence
among the Templars? Were those whom St."Ber-
nard praised as models of Christian zeal and piety,
and whom the whole Christian world admired and
revered, engaged in a secret conspiracy against
religion and government ? Yes, boldly replies
Hammer, the two humble and pious knights wha
founded the order were the pupils and secret allies of

* Almost every charge brought against the Templars had

been previously made against the Albigenses, with how much
truth every one is aware.
u 2
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doubt; for, as we have just seen, the king of Portugal
formed the Order of Christ out of the Templars in
his dominions. But our readers are no doubt aware
that the freemasons assert a connexion with the
Templars, and that there is a society calling them-
selves Templars, whose chief seat is at Paris, and
whose branches extend into England and other
countries. The account which they give of them-
selves is as follows :—

James de Molay, in the year 1314, in antnmpatlon
of his specdy martyrdom, appointed Johannes Mar-
cus Lormenius to be his successor in his dignity.
This appointment was made by a regular well-
authenticated charter, bearing the signatures of the
various chiefs of the order, and it is still preserved
at Paris, together with the statutes, archives, ban-
ners, &c., of the soldiery of the Temple. There has
‘been an unbroken succession of grand-masters down
to the present times, among whom are to be found
some of the most illustrious names in France. Ber-
trand du Guesclin was grand-master for a number
of years; the dignity was sustained by several of the
Montmorencies; and during the last century the
heads of the society were princes of the different
branches of the house of Bourbon. Bernard Ray-
mond Fabré Palaprat is its head at present, at least
was so a few years ago*.

This'is no doubt a very plausible circumstantial
account ; but, on applying the Ithuriel spear of criti-
cism to it, various ugly shapes resembling falsehood
start up, Thus Molay, we are told, appointed his
successor in 1314. He was put to death on the

* See Manuel des Templiers, As this book is only sold to
members of the society, we have been unable to obtain a copy
of it. Our account has been derived from Mills’s History of
Chivalry. That this writer should have believed it implicitly
is, we apprehend, no proof of it truth.
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THE

SECRET TRIBUNALS OF WESTPHALIA®*.

Caarrer L.

Introduction—The Original Westphalia—Conquest of the
Saxons by Charlemagne —His Regulations —Dukes of
Saxony—State of Germany—Henry the Lion—His Out-
lawry—Consequences of it—Origin of German Towns—
Origin of the Fehm-gerichte, or Secret Tribunals—Theories
of their Origin—Origin of their Name—Synonymous Terms.

‘WE are now arrived at an association remarkable in
itself, but which has been, by the magic arts of
romancers, especially of the great archimage of the
north, enveloped in darkness, mystery, and awe, far
beyond the degree in which such a poetical investi-
ture can be bestowed upon it by the calm inquirer
after truth. The gloom of midnight will rise to the
mind of many a reader at the name of the Secret

* Dr. Berck has, in his elaborate work on this subject
(Geschichte der Westphilischen Femgerichte, Bremen, 1815),
collected, we believe, nearly all the information that is now
attainable. This work has been our principal guide; for,
though we have read sume others, we canuot say that we have
derived any important information from them. As the sub-
jeet is iu its historical form entirely new in English literature,
we have, at the hazard of appearing ionaily dry, traced
with some minuteness the construction and mode of procedure
of these celebrated courts,
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. much as to look into the books which contained the
Jaws and ordinances of the society. Death was also
the portion of any member of the society who
revealed its secrets ; and so strongly did this terror, or
a principle of honour, operate, that, as Aneas Sylvius
(afterwards Pope Pius L1.), the secretary of the Empe-
ror Frederick III., assures us, though the number of
the members usually exceeded 100,000, no motive
had ever induced a single one to be faithless to his
trust. Still, however, sufficient materials are to be
found for satisfying all reasonable curiosity on the
subject.

To ascertain the exact and legal sphere of the
operation of this formidable jurisdiction, and to point

" out its most probable origin, are necessary prelimi-

naries to an account of its constitution and its pro-

ceedings. We shall therefore commence with the
consideration of these points.

Westphalia, then, was the birth-place of this insti-
tution, and over Westphalia alone did it exercise
authority. But the Westphalia of the middle ages
did not exactly correspond with that of the later
times. Inageneral senseit comprehended the coun-
try between the Rhine and the Weser ; its southern
boundary was the mountains of Hesse; its northern,
the district of Friesland, which at that time extended
from Holland to Sleswig. In the records and law-
books of the middle ages, this land bears the mystic
appellation of the red earth, a name derived, as one
writer thinks, from the gules, or red, which was the
colour of the field in the ducal shield of Saxony;
another regards it as synonymous with the bloody
earth; and a third hints that it may owe its origin to
the red colour of the soil in some districts of West-
phalia.

This land formed a large portion of the country of
the Saxons, who, after a gallant resistance of thirty






336 SECRET SOCIETIES.

slain in the bloody battle of Ebsdorf fought against
the Northmen, was succeeded by his younger
brother Otto, the father of Henry the Fowler.

On the failure of the German branch of the Carlo-
vingians, the different nations which composed the
Germanic body appointed Conrad the Franconian to
be their supreme head; for a new enemy, the Mag-
yars, or Hungarians, now harassed the empire, and
energy was demanded from its chief. Of this Con-
rad himself was so convinced, that, when dying, after
a short reign, he recommended to the choice of the
electors, not his own brother, but Henry the Fowler,
Duke of Saxony, who had, in his conflicts with the
Vends and the Northmen, given the strongest proofs
of his talents and valour. Henry was chosen, and
the measures adopted by him during his reign, and
the defeat of the Hungarians, justified the act of his
elevation.

On the death of Henry, his son Otto, afterwards
justly styled the Great, was unanimously chosen to
sacceed him in the imperial dignity. Otto conferred
the Duchy of Saxony on Herman Billung. From
their constant warfare with the Vends and the
Northmen, the Saxons were now esteemed the most
valiant nation in Germany, aud they were naturally
the most favoured by the emperors of the house of
Saxony. This line ending with Henry II. in 1024,
the sceptre passed to that of Franconia, under which -
and the succeeding line of Suabia, owing to the
contests with- the popes about investitures and to
various other causes, the imperial power greatly
declined in Germany ; anarchy and feuds prevailed
to an alarming extent; the castles of the nobles
became dens of robbers; and law and justice were
nowhere to be found.

The most remarkable event of this disastrous
period, and one closely connected with our subject,
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make not the slightest allusion to these courts; and,
in fine, their spirit and mode of procedure are utterly’
at variance with the Carlovingian institutions. As to
the hypothesis which makes Archbishop Engelbert the
author of the Fehm-gerichte, it is entirely unsup-
ported by external evidence, and has nothing in its
favour but the coincidence, in point of time, of Engel-
bert’s administration with the first account which we
have of this jurisdiction, and the similarity which it
bore in the secrecy of its proceedings to that of the
Holy Inquisition—a resemblance easy to be accounted
for, without any necessity for having recourse to the
supposition of the one being borrowed from the other.

We can therefore only say with certainty that, in
the middle of the thirteenth century, the Fehm-gerichte
were existing and in operation in the country which
we have described as the Westphalia of the middle
ages. To this we may add that this jurisdiction
extended over the whole of that country, and was
originally confined to it, all the courts in other parts
of Germany, which bore a resemblance to the West-
phalian Fehm-gerichte, being of a different character
and nature*,

It remains, before proceeding to a description of
these tribunals, to give some account of the origin of
their name. And here again we find ourselves in-
volved in as much difficulty and uncertainty as when
inquiring into the origin of the society itself.

Almost every word in the German and cognate lan-
guages, which bears the slightest resemblance to the
word Fehm 1, has been given by some writer or other as

* See Berck, Li. ¢ 5,6, 7. .

T Spelt also Fem, Fim, Pem, Vehm. In German f and v
are pronounced alike, as also are & and e. The words from
which Fahm has been derived are Fakne, a standard; Femen,
to skin; Fekde, feud; Pemi (i. e. vee mihi), wo is me; Ve or
Paem, which Dreyer says signifies, in the northera languages,
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CHartER II.

The Tribunal-Lord—The Count—The Schéppen—The Mes-
sengers—The Public Court—The Secret Tribunal—Extent
of its Jurisdiction—Places of holding fhe Courts—Time of )
holding them—Proceedings in them——Process where the
criminal was caught in the fact—Inquisitorial Process.

. HaviNeg traced the origin of the Fehm-gerichte and
their various appellatiohs, as far as the existing docu-
ments and other evidences admit, we are now to
describe the constitution and procedure of these
celebrated tribunals, and to ascertain who were the
persons that composed them ; whence their authority
was derived ; and over what classes of persons their
Jjurisdiction extended.

Even in the periods of greatest anarchy in Germany,
the emperor was regarded as the fountain of all
Jjudicial power and authority, more particularly where
it extended to the right of inflicting capital punish-
ment. The Fehm-gerichte, therefore, regarded the
emperor as their head, from whom they derived all
the power which they possessed, and acknowledged
his right to control and modify their constitution
and decisions. These rights of the emperors we
shall, in_the sequel, describe at length.

Between the emperor and the Westphalian tri-
bunal-lords (Stuhlherren), as they were styled, thatis,
lay and ecclesiastical territorial lords, there was no
intermediate authority until the fourteenth century,
when the Archbishop of Cologne was made the im-

L Y
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All the initiated of every degree might go on foot
and on horseback through the country, for daring was
the man who would presume to injure them, as
certain death was his inevitable lot. A dreadful
punishment also awaited any one of them who should
forget his vow and reveal the secrets of the society;

_he was to be seized, a cloth bound over his eyes, his
hands tied behind his back, a halter put about his
neck; he was tobe thrown upon his belly, his tongue
pulied out behind by the nape of his neck, and he
was then to be hung seven feet higher than any other
felon. It is doubtful, however, if there ever was a
necessity for inflicting this punishment, for Aneas
Sylvius, who wrote at the time when the society had
degenerated, assures us that no member had ever
been induced, by any motives whatever, to betray its
secrets ; and he describes the initiated as grave men
and lovers of right and justice. Similar language
is employed concerning them by other writers of the
time.

Besides the count and the assessors, there were
required, for the due holding a Fehm-court, the officers
named Froknboten*, or serjeants, or messengers, and
a clerk to enter the decisions in what was called the
blood-book (Liber sanguinis). These were, of course,
initiated, or they could not be present. It was re-
quired that the messengers should be freemen be-
longing to the county, and have all the qualifications
of the simple schoppen. Their duty was to attend
on the court when sitting, and to take care that the
ignorant, against whom there was any charge, were
duly citedt.

* Froknbote is interpreted a Holy Messenger, or a Servant of
God.

+ ‘Whena person was admitted into the society he paid, be-
sides the fee to the count already mentioned, to each schoppe
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ing a piece of imperial money with each. This was
esteemed good and valid service, and if the accnsed
did not appear the court proceeded to act upon it

Notwithstanding the privileges which the members
of the society enjoyed, and the precantions which
were emploved to ensure their safety, and moreover
the deadly vengeance likely to be taken on any one
who should aggrieve them, we are not to suppose the
service of a summons to appear before a Fehm-court
to have been absolutely free from danger. The
tyrannic and self-willed noble, when in his own strong
castle, and surrounded by his dependents, might not
scruple to inflict summary chastisement on the auda-
cious men who presumed to summon him to answer
for his crimes before a tribunal ; the magistrates of
atown also might indignantly spurn at the citation
to appear before a Fehm-court, and treat its mes-
sengers as offenders. To provide against these cases
it was determined that it should be considered good
service when the summons was affixed by night to
the gate of a town or castle, to the door of the house
of the accused, or to the nearest alms-house. The
schoppen employed were then to desire the watch-
man, or some person who was going by, to inform
the accused of the summons being there, and they
were to take away with them a chip cut from the gate
or door, as a proof of the service for the court.

If the accused was resolved to obey the summons,
he had only to repair on the appointed day to the
Ee]nee where the court was to be held, the summons

ing his protection. Those who would persuade us
that the Fehm-courts were held by night in secret
places say that the mode appointed for the accused
to meet the court was for him to repair three-quarters
of an hour before midnight to the next cross-roads,
where a schioppe was always waiting for him, who
bound his eyes and led him to where the court was
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sitting. This, however, is all mere fiction; for the
place where the court was to be held was expressly
mentioned in every summons. .
The Fehm-courts (like the German courts in
general) were holden on a Tuesday*. If on this
day the accused, or his attorney, appeared at the ap-
pointed place, and no court was holden, the summons
abated or lost its force ; the same was the case when
admission was refused to him and his suite, a cir-
cumstance which sometimes occurred. But should
he not appear to the first summons, he was fined the
first time thirty shillings, the second time sixty, the
third time he was forfehmed. The court had how-
ever the power of granting a further respite of six
weeks and three days previous to passing this last
severe sentence. This term of grace was called the
King’s Dag, or the Emperor Charles’s Day of Grace.
The plea of necessary and unavoidable absence
was, however, admitted in all cases, and the Fehm-
law distinctly recognised four legal impediments to
appearance, namely, imprisonment, sickness, the ser-
vice of God (that is, pilgrimage), and the public ser-
vice. The law also justly added the following cases :—
inability to cross a river for want of a bridge or a
boat, or on account of a storm ; the loss of his horse
when the accused was riding to the court, so that he
could not arrive in time ; absence from the country on
knightly, mercantile, or other honest occasions; and
lastly, the service of bis lord or master. In short,
any just excuse was admitted. As Jong as the
impediment continued in operation all proceedings
against the accused were void. If the impediment
arose from his being in prison, or in the public ser-
vice, or that of his master, he was to notify the same
by letter sealed with his seal, or else by his own oath

+In German, Dienstag, probably Dinstag, i. e. Court-day.
: Y2
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and those of two or three other persons. The other
impediments above enumerated were to be sworn to
by himself alone.

If the accused neglected answering the two first
summonses, but appeared to the third, he was re-
quired to pay the two fines for non-appearance; but
if he declared himself too poor to pay them, he was
obliged to place his two fore-fingers on the naked
sword which lay before the court, and swear, by the
death which God endured on the cross, that such was
the case. It was then remitted to him, and the court
proceeded to his trial.

When a Fehm-court sat the count presided ; be-
fore him lay on the table a naked sword and a withy-
halter; the former, says the law, signifying the cross
on which Christ suffered and the rigour of the court,
the latter denoting the punishment of evil-doers,
whereby the wrath of God is appeased. On his right
and left stood the clerks of the court, the assessors,
and the audience. All were bare-headed, to signify,
says the law, that they would proceed openly and
fairly, punish men only for the crimes which they
had committed, and cover no right with unright.
They were also to have their hands uncovered to
signify that they would do mnothing covertly and
underhand. They were to have short cloaks on their
shoulders, significatory of the warm love which they
should have for justice ; for as the cloak covers all
the other clothes and the body, so should their
love cover justice. They were to wear neither
weapons nor harness, that no one might feel any fear
of them, and to indicate that they were under the
peace of the emperor, king, or empire. Finally,
they were to be free from wrath and sober, that
drunkenness might notlead them to pass unrighteous
judgment, for drunkenness causes much wickedness.

11" one who was not initiated was detected in the






366 SECRET SOCIETIES.

with a green cross in his right hand, and a golden
penny of the empire in his left. He was also to have
a glove on his right hand. If there were two attor-
neys, they were both to bear crosses and pence. The
attorney of a simple prince bore a silver penny. The
old law, which loves to give a reason for every thing,
says, “ By the cross they intimate that the prince
whom they represent will, in case he should be found
guilty, amend his conduct according to the direction
of the faith which Jesus Christ preached, and be
constant and true to the holy Christian faith, and
obedient to the holy empire and justice.”

All the preliminaries being arranged, the trial
commenced by the charge against him being made
known to the accused, who was called upon for his
defence. If he did not wish to defend himself in
person, he was permitted to employ an advocate
whom he might have brought with him. If it was a
civil suit, he might, however, stay the proceedings at
once by giving good security for his satisfying the
claims of the plaintiff, in which case he was allowed
the usual grace of six weeks and three days. He
might also except to the competence of the court, or
to the legality of the summons, or to anything else
which would, if defective, annul the proceedings.

If the accused did not appear, the regular course
was for the prosecutor to overswear him; that is,
himself to swear by the saints to the truth of what
he had stated, and six true and genuine frei-schip-
pen to-swear that they believed him to have spoken
the truth. :

The older Fehm-law made a great distinction
between the initiated and the ignorant, and one very
much to the advantage of the former. The accused,
if initiated, was allowed to clear himself from the
charge by laying his two fore-fingers on the naked
sword, and swearing by the saints “that he was
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innocent of the things and the deed which the court
had mentioned to him, and which the accuser charged
him with, so help him God and all the saints.”
He then threw a cross-penny (Kreutzer?) to the
court and went his way, no one being permitted to
let or hinder him. But if he was one of the unin-
itiated, he was not permitted to clear himself in this
manner, and the truth of the fact was determined by
the evidence given.

- It is plain, however, that such a regulation as this
could properly only belong to the time when none but
persons of irreproachable character were initiated.
As the institution degenerated, this distinction was
gradually lost sight of, and facts were determined by
evidence without any regard to the rank of the ac-
cused.

The accuser could prevent the accused from clear-
ing himself thus easily, by offering himself and six
compurgators to swear to the truth of his charge.
If the accused wanted to outweigh this evidence, he
was obliged to come forward with thirteen or twenty
compurgators and swear to his innocence. If he
could bring the last number he was acquitted, for
the law did not allow it to be exceeded; but if he
had but thirteen, the accuser might then overpower
him by bringing forward twenty to vouch
veracity.

If the accuser had convicted the accus
with prayed the count to grant him a
The count never took on himself the
the verdict; he always directed o
to perform it. If the assessor th
difficult for his judgment, h
such was the case, and the ¢
to another, who might fre
sibility in the same m
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assessors be able to come to a decision, the matier
was put off till the next court-day.

But if the assessor undertook the finding of the
verdict, it lay with himself whether he should do so
alone, or retire to take the opinion of the other asses-
sors and the by-standers. To give the verdict due
force it must be found sitting, otherwise it might be
objected to. Whether or not the assessor was bound
to decide according to the inajority of voices is un-
certain. When the verdict had been found the as-
sessor appeared with his colleagues before the tribunal,
and delivered it to the count, who then passed sen-
tence. What the penalties were for different offences
was a secret known only to the initiated ; but, if they
were of a capital nature, the halter, as was intimated
by the one which lay before the count, was the in-
strument of punishment.

Should the accused not have appeared, and been
in consequence ontlawed, he was forfehmed by the
following awful curse: it was declared that “ he
should be excluded from the public peace, from
all liberties and rights, and the highest un-peace,
un-grace, and halter be appeinted for him; that
he should be cut off from all communication with
any Christian people, and be cursed so that he
might wither in his body, and neither become any
more verdant, nor increase in any manner; that his
wife should be held to be a widow, and his children
orphans; that he should be without honour and
without right, and given up to any one; that his
neck should be left to the ravens, his body to all
beasts, to the birds of the air and the fishes in the
water; but his soul should be commended to God,”
&e. &e.

If he continued a year and a day under the sen-
tence of outlawry, all his goods then fell to the
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emperor or king. A prince, town, or community,
that incurred the sentence of outlawry, lost thereby
at once all liberties, privileges, and graces.

Should the sentence passed be a capital one, the
count flung the halter over his head out of the in-
closure of the tribunal, the schippen spat on it, and
the name of the condemned was entered in the blood-
book. If the criminal was present he was instantly
seized, and, according to the custom of the middle
ages, when, as in the East, no disgrace was attached
to the office of executioner, the task of executing him
was committed to the youngest schioppe present,
who forthwith hung him from the nearest tree. The
quality of the criminal was duly attended to; for if
he was initiated he was hung seven feet higher than
any other, as being esteemed a greater criminal. If
the accused was not present, all the schtppen were,
as we have already described, set in pursuit of him,
and wherever they caught him they hanged him
without any further ceremony.

The sentence was ‘kept a profound secret from the
uninitiated. A copy of it, drawn up in the usual
form, and sealed with seven seals, was given to the
accuser.

We thus see that the proceedings in the Fehm-
courts were strictly consonant to justice, and even
leaned to the side of mercy. But this was not all:
the right of appeal was also secured to the accused
in case the schoppen who consulted about the verdict
did not agree, or that the witnesses did not corre-
spond in their evidence; or, finally, if the verdict
found was considered unjust or unsuitable ; which last
case afforded a most ample field of appeal, for it
must have been very rarely that a sentence did not
appear unjust or over-severe to the party who was
condemned. It was, however, necessary that the
apueal should be made on publication of the sen-

Y5
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tence, or at least before the court broke up. The
parties were allowed to retire for a few minutes, to
" consult with their friends who had accompanied them.
If they did not then say that they would appeal, the
sentence was declared absolute, and they were for-
bidden, under 'heavy penalties, to oppose it in any
other court. If they did resolve to appeal, both
parties were obliged to give security de lite prose-
quenda. Should either party, being poor or a
stranger, be unable to give security, his oath was
held to be sufficient, that, as the law humanely and
justly expresses it, “ the stranger or the poor man
may be able to seek his right in the Holy Roman
Empire as well as the native or the rich man.’

The appeal lay to the general chapter of the Secret
closed Tribunal of the Imperial Chamber, which usu-
ally, if not constantly, sat at Dortmund; or it lay to
the emperor, or king, as the supreme head of these
tribunals. In case of the monarch being initiated,
he could examine into the cause himself; otherwise
he was obliged to commit the inquiry to such of his
councillors as were initiated, or to initiated commis-
sioners, and that only on Westphalian soil. Of this
species of appeal there are numerous instances.
Finally, the appeal might be made to the imperial
lieutenant, who then inquired into the matter him-
self, with the aid of some initiated schéppen, or
brought it before the general chapter of which he
was president. There was no appeal to the emperor
from his sentence, or from that of the chapter.

There were, besides the right of appeal, other
means of averting the execution of the sentence of
a Fehm-court. Such was what was called replacing
in the former state, of which, however, it was only
the initiated who could avail himself. Sentence
having been passed on a person who had not ap-
peared, he might voluntarily and personally repair to
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where the secret tribunal was sitting, and sue for
this favour. He was to appear before the court
which had passed the sentence, accompanied by two
frei-schoppen, with a halter about his neck, with
white gloves on him, and his hands folded, with an
imperial coin and a green cross in them. He and
his companions were then to fall down on their knees,
and pray for him to be placed in the condition which
he was in before the proceedings commenced against
him. 'There was also what was called the complaint
of nullity, in case the prescribed form of the pro-
ceedings had been violated. Some other means shall
presently be noticed.
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. Cuarrer 1V,
The General Chapter—Rights of the Emperor—Of his Lieu.
tenant—Of the Stuhlherrn, or Tribunal-Lords.

To complete the sketch of the Fehm-tribunals and
their proceedings, we must state the rights and
powers of the general chapter and of thé emperor,
his lieutenant, and the tribunal-lords.

The general chapter was a generaliassembly of
the Westphalian tribunal-lords, counts, and schoppen,
summoned once a-year by the emperor or his lieu-
tenant. Every count was bound by oath to appear
at it. Tt could ouly be holden in Westphalia, and
almost exclusively at Dortmund or Arensberg. No
one could appear at it who was not initiated, not
even the emperor himself. The president was the
emperor, if present and initiated, otherwise the lieu-
tenant or his substitute. :

The business of the general chapter was to in-
quire into the conduct and proceedings of the diffe-
rent Fehm-courts. The counts were therefore to
give an account of all their proceedings during the
past year ; to furnish a list of thesnames of the schop-
pen who had been admitted, as well as of the svits
which had been commenced, with the names of the
accusers, the accused, the forfehmed, &c. Such
counts as had neglected their duty were deposed by
the general chapter.

The general chapter was, as we have above ob-
served, a court of appeai from all the Fehm-tribunals.
In matters of great importance the decrees of the
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of Cologne, when this office had been conferred on
him, caused a good deal of envy and jealousy among
the lords of Westphalia, who had been hitherto his
equals, and who considered themselves equally en-
titled to it with him. They never let slip an occasion
of showing their feelings, and they always had their
counts invested by the emperor, and not by the arch-
bishop; nay, there are not wanting instances of their
having such counts as he had invested confirmed
and re-invested by the emperor. -

There now remain only the Tribunal-Lords (Stuhl-
herrn) to be considered.

The Tribunal-lord was, the lord of the district in
which there was a Fehm-tribunal. He might him-
self, if initiated, become the count of it, having pre-
viously obtained the power of life and death from the
emperor, or his lieutenant ; or, if he did not choose to
do so, he might, as we have slready seen, present a
count to be invested, for whose conduct he was held
responsible ; and, if the count appointed by him
misconducted himself, the Stuhl-herr was liable to a
forfeiture of his rights. He was, in consequence,
permitted to exercise a right of inspection over the
Fehm-courts in his territory ; no schoppé could be
made, no cause brought into the court, not even
a summons issued, without his approbation. There
even lay a kind of appeal to him from the sen-
tence of the count; and he could also, like the
emperor, withdraw certain persons and causes from
his jurisdiction. But as his power did not extend
beyond his own tertitory, the count might refer those
causes in which he wished, but was prohibited, to
proceed, to the courts in other territories ; he might
also, if he apprehended opposition from the Tribunal-
lord, require him (if initiated) to be present at the,
proceedings.

The Tribunal-lord, if uninitiated, could, like the
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emperor in the same case, exercise these powers only
by initiated deputies.

The great advantage which resulted from the right
of having Fehm-tribunals induced the high lords,
both spiritual and temporal, to be very anxious to
become possessed of this species of territorial pro-
perty, and in consequence nearly all the lords in
Westphalia had Fehm-tribunals. Even towns, such
as Dortmund, Soést, Miinster, and Osnabriick, had
these tribunals, either within their walls,or in their
districts, or their neighbourhood, for it would not
have been good policy in them to suffer this sort of
Status in Statu, to be independent of their authority.
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and smote the offenders on the legs. Whoever then
had a bad conscience, and knew himself to be guilty
of a capital offence, was permitted to stand up and
to quit the country within a day and a night. He
might even wait till he got the second blow. But if
he was struck the third time, the executioner was at
hand, a pastor gave him the sacrament, and away
with him to the nearest tree.

“But if a person was struck but once or twice,
that was a paternal warning to him to amend his life
thenceforward. Hence it was called Jus Venie, be-
* cause there was grace in it, which has been corrupted
and made Vim-richt.”

There were similar courts, we are told, at places
named Wolpe and Rotenwald. Here the custom
was for the Secret Judges, when they knew of any
one having committed an offence which fell within
the Fehm-jurisdiction, to give him a private friendly
warning. 'To this end they set, during the night, a
mark on his -door, and at drinking-parties they
managed to have the can sent past him. If these
warniogs took no effect the court was held.

According to an ancient law-book, the Fehm-
court at Brunswick was thus regulated and holden.
Certain of the most prudent and respectable citizens,
named Fehmenoles, had the secret duty of watching
" the conduct of their fellow-citizens and giving in-
formation of it to the council. Had so many offences
been committed that it seemed time to hold a Fehm-
court, a day was appointed for that purpose. Some
members of the council from the different districts
of the town met at midnight in St. Martin’s church-
yard, and then called all the council together. All
the gates and entrances of the town were closed ;
all corners and bridges, and the boats both above and
below the town, were guarded. The Fehm-clerk was
then directed to begin his office, and the Fehme-
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notes were desired to give their informations to him
to be put into legal form if the time should prove
sufficient.

At daybreak it was notified to the citizens that
the council had resolved that the Fehm-court should
be holden on this day, and they were directed to
repair to the market-place as soon as the tocsin
sounded.

When the bell had tolled three times all who had
assembled accompanied the council, through the gate
. of St. Peter, out of the town to what was called the
Fehm-ditch. Here they separated ; the council took
their station on the space between the ditch and the
town-gate, the citizens stood at the other side of the
ditch. The Fehmenotes now mingled themselves
among the townsmen, inquired after such offences as
were not yet come to their knowledge, and communi-
cated whatever information they obtained, and also
their former discoveries (if they had not had time to
do so in the night) to the clerk, to be put by him
into proper form and laid before the council.

The clerk having delivered his protocol to the
council, they examined it and ascertained which of
the offences contained in it were to be brought before
a Fehm-court, and which not ; for matters under the
value of four shillings did not belong to it. The
council then handed the protocol back to the clerk,
who went with it to the Fehm-court, which now took
its seat in presence of a deputation of the council,

Those on whom theft had been committed were
first brought forward and asked if they knew the
thief. If they replied in the negative, they were.
obliged to swear by the saints to the truth of theit
answer ; if they named an individual, and that it was
the first charge against him, he was permitted to
clear himself by oath; but if there was a second
charge against him, his own oath was not sufficient,
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correct. But the Fehm-court which was held in
them is the mere coinage of the lady's brain, and
utterly unlike any thing real, unless it be the Holy
Office, whose secret proceedings never could vie in
Jjustice or humanity with those of the Westphalian
Fehm-courts. It is, moreover, not confirmed by any
document, or even by the tradition of the place, and
would be undeserving of notice were it not for the
reason assigned above.

The similarity between the Fehm-courts and the
Inquisition has been often observed. In the secrecy
of their proceedings, and the great number of agents
which they had at their devotion, they resemble each
other ; but the Holy Office had nothing to correspond
to the public and repeated citations of the Fehm-
courts, the fair trial given to the accused, the leaning
towards mercy of the judges, and the right of appeal
which was secured.

The most remarkable resemblance to the Fehm-
tribunals is (or was) to be found among the negroes
on the west coast of -Africa, as they are described by
a French traveller*. These are the Purrahs of the
Foollahs, who dwell between Sierra Leone river and
Cape Monte.

There are five tribes of this people, who form a
confederation, at the head of which is a union of war-
riors, which is called a Purrah. Each tribe has its
own separate Purrah, and each Purrah has its chiefs
and its tribunal, which is, in a more restricted sense,
also called a Purrah. The general Purrah of the
confederation is formed from the Purrahs of the five
tribes.

To be a member of the inferior Purrahs, a man
must be thirty years of age; no one under fifty can
have a seat in the general Purrah. The candidate

* Golberry, Voyage en Afriqué, t. i, p. 114, and seq.
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for admission into an inferior Purrah has to undergo
a most severe course of probation, in which all the
elements are employed to try him. Before heis per-
mitted to enter on this course, such of his relatives
as are already members are obliged to pledge them-
selves for his fitness, and to swear to take his life if
ever he should betray the secrets of the society. Hav-
ing passed through the ordeal, he is admitted into
the society and sworn to secrecy and obedience. If
he is unmindful of his oath, he becomes the child of
death. When he least expects it a warrior in dis-
guise makes his appearance and says, *“The great
Purrah sends thee death.”” Every one present de-
parts; no one ventures to make any opposition, and
the victim falls.

The subordinate Purrahs punish all crimes com-
mitted within their district, and take care that their
sentences are duly executed. They also settle dis-
putes and quarrels between the leading families.

Itis only on extraordinary occasions that the great
Purrah meets. It then decides on the punishment
of traitors and those who had resisted its decrees,
Frequently too it has to interfere to put an end to
wars between the tribes. When it has met on this
account it gives information to the belligerents,
directing them (o abstain from hostilities, and menac-
ing death if a drop more of blood should be spilt. It
then inquires into the causes of the war, and con-
demns the tribe which is found to have been the
aggressor to a four days’ plundering. The warriors
to whom the execution of this sentence is committed
must, however, be selected from a neutral district.
They arm and disguise themselves, put horrible-
looking vizards on their faces, and with pitch-torches
in their hands set out by night from the place of
assembly. Making no delay, they reach the devoted
district before the bréak of day, and in parties of
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from forty to sixty men, they fall unexpectedly on the
devoted tribe, and, with fearful cries, making known
the sentence of the great Purrah, proceed to put it
into execution. The booty is then divided : one half
is given to the injured tribe, the other falls to the
great Purrah, who bestow one half of their share on
the warriors who executed their sentence.

Even a single family, if its power should appear to
be increasing so fast as to put the society in fear for
its independence, is condemned- to a plundering by
the Purrah. It was thus, though under more specious
pretexts, that the Athenian democracy sought to re-
duce the power of their great citizens by condemning
them to build ships, give theatrical exhibitions, and
otherwise spend their fortunes.

Nothing can exceed the dread which the Purrah
inspires. The people speak of it with terror and awe,
and look upon the members of it as enchanters who
are in compact with the devil. The Purrah itself is
solicitous to diffuse this notion as much as possible,
esteeming it a good mean for increasing its power
and influence. The number of its members is esti-
mated at upwards of 6000, who recognise each other
by certain words and signs. Its lJaws and secrets are,
notwithstanding . the great number of the members,
most religiously concealed from the knowledge of the
uninitiated.
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Cuarrer VI

The Emperor Lewis the Bavarian—Charles IV.—Wenceslaus
—Rupertian Reformation—Encroachments of the Fehm-
courts—Case of Nickel Weller and the town of Gorlitz—
Of the City of Dantzig—Of Hans David and the Teutonic
Knights—Other instances of the presumption of the Free- '
counts—Citation of the Emperor Frederic ITI.—Case of the
Count of Teckenburg.

TsE history of the Fehm-gerichte, previous to the
fifteenth century, offers but few events to detain at-
attention. The Emperor Lewis the Bavarian ap-
pears to have exerted his authority on several occa-
sions in granting privileges in Westphalia according,
as it is expressly stated, to the Fehm-law. His suc-
cessor, the luxurious Charles IV.,acted with the same
caprice respecting the Fehm-tribunals as he did in
every thing else, granting privileges and revoking
them just as it seemed to accord with his interest at
the moment. This monarch attempted also to ex-
tend the Fehm-system beyond Westphalia, deeming
it perhaps a good mean for bringing all Germany
under the authority of his patrimonial kingdom of
Bohemia. He therefore gave permission to the
Bishop of Hildesheim to erect two Free-tribunals
out of Westphalia. On the representations of the
Archbishop of Cologne and the lords of Westphalia,
however, he afterwards abolished them.

‘Wenceslaus, the son of Charles, acted with his usual
folly in the case of the Fehm-tribunals; he is said,
as he could keep nothing secret, to have blabbed their

z
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private sign, and he took on him to make frei-schop-
pen, contrary to the law, out of Westphalia. These
schoppen of the emperor’s making did not, however,
meet with much respect from the genuine ones, as
the answer given to the Emperor Rupert by the
Westphalian tribunals evinces. On his asking how
they acted with regard to such schippen, their reply
was, “ We ask them at what court they were made
schoppen. Should it appear that they were made
schOppen at courts which had no right so to do, we
hang them, in case of their being met in Westphalia,
on the instant, without any mercy.” Wenceslaus, little
as he cared aboul Germany in general, occasionally
employed the Fehm-courts for the furtherance of his
plans, and, in the year 1389, he had Count Henry of
Wernengerode tried and hanged for treason by
Westphalian schoppen. The reign of Wenceslaus is
particularly distinguished by its being the period in
which the Archbishop of Cologne arrived at the im-
portant office of lieutenant of the emperor over all
the Westphalian tribunals.

The reign of Rupert was, with respect to the
Westphalian Fehm-courts, chiefly remarkable by the
reformation of them named from him. This reforma-
tion, which is the earliest publicly-accredited source
from which a knowledge of the Fehm-law can be
derived, was made in the year 1404. 1t is a collec-
tion of decisions by which the rights and privileges
of a king of the Romans are ascertained with respect
to these tribunals.

The Rupertian reformation, and the establishment
of the office of lieutenant in the person of the Arch-
bishop of Cologne, which was completed by either
Rupert. or his successor Sigismund, form together an
epoch in the history of the Fehm-gerichte. Hitherto
Westphalia alone was the scene of their operations,
aud their authority was of evident advantage to the
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empire. Their power had now attained its zenith;
confidence in their strength led them to abuse it ; and,
during the century which elapsed between the Ruper-
tian reformation and the establishment of the Per-
petual Public Peace and the Imperial Chamber by the
Emperor Maximilian, we shall have to contemplate
chiefly their abuses and assumptions.

The right of citation was what was chiefly abused
by the Free-courts. Now that they were so formally
acknowledged to act under the imperial authority,
they began to regard Westphalia as too narrow a
theatre for the display of their activity and their
power. As imperial commissioners, they maintained
that their jurisdiction extended to every place which
acknowledged that of the emperor’s, and there was
hardly a corner of Germany free from the visits of
their messengers ; nay, even beyond the limits of the
empire men trembled at their citations.

It was chiefly the towns which were harassed by
these citations, which were frequently issued at the
instance of persons whom they had punished or ex-
pelled for their misdeeds. Their power and conse-
quence did not protect even the greatest: we find,
during the fifteenth century, some of the principal
cities of the empire summoned before the tribunals
of Westphalian counts. Thus in the records of those
times we read of citations served on Bremen, Liibeck,
Augsburg, Nuremberg, Erfurt, Gorlitz, and Dantzig.
Even Prussia and Livonia, then belonging to the
order of the Teutonic knights, were annoyed by their
interference.

One of the most remarkable cases which this
period presents is that of the uneasiness caused to
the town of Gorlitz by means of one of its inhabi-
tants named Nickel Weller. This man, who was a
Westphalian schoppe, was accused of having dis-
interred an unchristened child, and of having made
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a candle of the bone of its arm, which he had filled
with the wax of an Easter-taper and with incense,
and of having employed it in a barn in presence of
his mother, his wife, and an old peasant, for magical
purposes. As he could not deny the fact, he was,
according to the law of those times, liable to be
hanged ; but the high-bailiff of Stein,and some other
persons of consequence, interfering in his favour, the
magistrates contented themselves with expelling him
the town and confiscating his goods. As it after-
wards proved, they would have acted more wisely
had they condemned him to perpetual imprisonment.

Weller immediately repaired to Bresslau, and be-
sought the council, the Bishop of Waradein, and the
imperial chancellor, to advocate his cause. They ac-
ceded to his desire; but the magistrates of Gorlitz
perfectly justified their conduct. Weller, still indis-
posed to rest, applied to the pope, Innocent VIII.,
asserting that he could not to any purpose bring an
accusation against the council of Gorlitz within the
town of the diocese of Meissen, and that he had no
chance of justice there. The pope forthwith named
John de’ Medici and Dr. Nicholas Tauchen of
Bresslau spiritual commissioners in this affair, and
these desired the high-bailiff of Stein to do his best
that Weller should recover his rights within the space
of a month, on his taking his oath to the truth of his
statements, otherwise they should be obliged them-
selves to take measures for that purpose.

From some unassigned cause, however, nothing
came of this, and Weller once more addressed himself -
to the pope, with whom the Bishop of Ostia became
his advocate. He was re-admitted into the bosom of
the Church; but the decree of the magistracy of
Gorlitz still remained iu force, and the new commis-
sioners appointed by the pope even confirmed it.

: Finding that he had nothing to expect from papal
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interference, Weller had at last recourse to the Fehm-
tribunals, and on the 3d May, 1490, John of Hul-
schede, eount of the tribunal at Brackel, cited the
burgomasters, council, and all the lay inhabitants of
Gaorlitz above the age of eighteen years, before his
tribunal. This summons was served in rather a re-
markable manner, for it was found fastened to a twig
on a hedge, on a farm belonging to a man named
Wenzel Emmerich, a little distance from the town.

As by the Golden Bull of the Emperor Charles IV.,
and moreover by a special privilege granted by Sigis-
mund, Gorlitz was exempted from all foreign juris-
diction, the magistracy informed Vladislaus, King
of Bohemia, of this citation, and implored his media-
tion. The Bohemian monarch accordingly addressed
himself to the tribunal at Brackel, but George
Hackenberg, who was at that time the free-count of
that court, Hulschede being dead, did not even deign
to give him an answer.

Meanwhile the appointed period had elapsed with-
out the people of Gorlitz having appeared to the
summons, and Weller, charging them with disobedi-
ence and contempt of court, prayed that they might
be condemned in all the costs and penalties thereby
incurred, and that he might be himself permitted to
proceed with his complaint. To this end he estimated
the losses and injuries which he had sustained at 500
Rhenish florins, and made a declaration to that effect
on oath, with two joint-swearers. He was accord-
ingly authorised by the court to indemnify himself
in any manner he could at the expense of the people
of Gorlitz. It was farther added that, if any one
should impede Weller in the prosecution of his rights,
that person should ipso facto fall under the heavy
displeasure of the empire and the pains and penal-
ties of the tribunal at Brackel, and be moreover
obliged to pay all the costs of the accuser.

: z 3
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On the 16th August of the same year, the count
set a new peremptory term for the people of Gor-
litz, assuring them that, in case of disobedience,
“he should be obliged, though greatly against his
indlination, to pass the heaviest and most rigorous
sentence on their persons, their lives, and their ho-
nour.” The citation was this time found on the
floor of the convent church. The council in con-
sternation applied to the Archbishop of Cologne and
to the free-count himself, to be relieved from this
condition, but in vain ; the count did not condescend
to take any notice of their application, and when
they did not appear at the set time, declared the town
of Gorlitz outlawed for contumacy.

It appears that Weller had, for some cause or other,
brought an accusation against the city of Bresslau
also ; for in the published decree of outlawry against
Gorlitz it was included. By this act it was pro-
hibited to every person, under penalty of similar out-
lawry, to harbour any inhabitant of either of these
towns ; to eat or drink, or hold any intercourse with
them, till they had reconciled themselves to the Fehm-
tribunals, and given satisfaction to the complainant.
Weller himself stuck up a copy of this decree on a
market-day at Leipzig; but it was instantly torn
down by some of the people of Gorlitz who hap-
pened to be there.

The two towns of Gorlitz and Bresslau held a
consultation at Liegnitz, to devise what measures it
were best to adopt in order to relieve themselves from
this system of persecution. They resolved that they
would jointly and separately defend themselves and
their proceedings by a public declaration, which
should be posted up in Gorliiz, Bresslau, Leipzig,
and other places. They also resolved to lay their
griefs before the Diet at Prague, and pray for its inter-
cession with the’ Archbishop of Cologne and the Liand-
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graf of Hessen. They accordingly did so, and the
Diet assented to their desire; but their good offices
were of no avail, and the answer of the landgraf
clearly showed, either that he had no authority over
his count, or that he was secretly pleased with what
he had done.

The indefatigable Weller now endeavoured toseize
some of the people of Bresslau and Gorlitz, in Hein
and other placesin Meissen. But they frustrated his
plans by obtaining a promise of protection and safe-
conduct from the Duke George. Weller, however,
did not desist, and when Duke Albert came from the
Netherlands to Meissen, he sought and obtained his
protection. But here again he was foiled; for, when
the high-bailiff and council of Gorlitz had informed
that prince of the real state of the case, he withdrew
his countenance from him. Wearied out by this
ceaseless teasing, the towns applied, through the king
of Bohemia, to the Emperor Frederic III. for a
mandate to all the subjects of the empire, and an
inhibition to the tribunal at Brackel and all the free-
counts and schoppen. These, when obtained, they
took care to have secretly served on the council of
Dortmund and the free-count of Brackel. By these
means they appear to have put an end to their annoy-
ances for the remainder of Weller’s life. But, in the
year 1502, his son and his son-in-law revived his
claims on Gorlitz.  Count Ernest of Hohenstein
interceded for them; but the council allhered firmly
to their previous resolution, and declared that it was
only to their own or to higher tribunals that they
must look for relief. The matter then lay over for
ten years, when it was again stirred by one Guy of
Taubenheim, and was eventually settled by an ami-
cable arrangement.

As we have said, the Fehm-tribunals extended
their claims of jurisdiction even to the Baltic. We
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find that a citizen of the town of Dantzig, named
Hans Holloger, who was a free schoppe, was cited
to appear before the tribunal of Elleringhausen,
under the hawthorn, “because he had spoken what
he ought not to have spoken about the Secret 'I'ri-
bunal.”” This might seem just enough, as he belonged
to the society ; but the town-council were commanded,
under a penalty of fifty pounds of fine gold, to cast
the accused into prison till he had given security for
standing his trial.

Even the powerful order of the Teutonic Knights,
who were the masters of Prussia and Livonia, did
not escape being annoyed by the Fehm-tribunals.
How little their power availed against that formidable
jurisdiction is evinced by the answer made by the
Grand Master to the towns which sued to him for
protection. * Beloved liegemen! you have besought
us to protect you therefrom; we would cheerfully do
it knew we but ways and means thereto.” And
when he wrote to Mangolt, the count of the tribunal
at Freyenhagen, warning him against summoning be-
fore him the subjects of the order, the latter haughtily
replied, *“ You have your rights from the empire,
and I have power to judge over all who hold of the
empire.”

The following very curious case occurred in the
first half of the fifteenth century:—

A shopkeeper at Liebstadt died very much in-
debted to the two officers of the Teutonic order,
whose business it was to keep the small towns in
Prussia supplied with mercantile goods, and they
accordingly seized on the effects which he had left
behind him. These, however, were not sufficient to
satisfy even the demands of one of them, much less
of both, and they had made up their minds to rest .
content with the loss, when, to their surprise, Hans
David, the son of the deceased, came forward with
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an account against the order of such amount, that,
as it was observed, if all the houses in the town were
sold, and all the townsmen taxed to the utmost, the
produce would not discharge the one-half of it. He
however produced a document purporting to be a
bond of the order. 'This instrument bore all the
marks of falsification ; it was full of erasures and in-
sertions ; among the witnesses to it, some were set
down as priors who were only simple brethren of the
order; there were the names of others who had
never seen it; it was asserted to have been attested
and verified by the tribunal at Passnar, but in the
records of that court there were not the slightest
traces of it; the seal of the Grand Master, which
was appended to every document of any importance,
was wanting. Of course payment was resisted, but
Hans David was told to pursue his claim, if he
pleased, before the emperor and the pope, whom the
order recognised as their superiors.

As Hans David was under the protection of the
king of Poland, he had recourse to that prince ; but
he declined interfering any farther than to apply for
a safe-conduct for him that he might apply for a new
inquiry. The Grand Master, on application being
made to him, swore on his honour that he owed to
the complainant nothing, and that the bond was a
forgery ; he moreover promised to answer the charge
in any fit place that the complainant might select ;
nay, even in Prussia; and he granted him a safe-
conduct as before.

It is not known what course Hans David now
adopted ; but nine years afterwards (1441) we find
him addressing himself to the Free-tribunal at
Freyenhagen, whose count, the notorious Mangolt,
forthwith issued his citations, * because, as he ex-
pressed himself, the order judges with the sword
and gentle murder and burning.” The Grand Mas-
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ter, indignant at this piece of arrogance, immedi-
ately brought the matter before the assembly of the
free-counts at Coblentz, who declared the proceed-
ings null, and Mangolt liable to punishment, as the
knights were spiritual persons. He moreover ap-
plied to the emperor, who, to gratify him, issued a
mandate, addressed to all princes of the empire, de-
claring the act of Mangolt to be a piece of iniquity,
and null and void. )

Hans David was now cast into prison at Cologne,
and, notwithstanding a prohibition of the Free-tribu-
nal, was detained there for two years. Existing docu-
ments attest (though the factis inexplicable) that the
emperor directed the Archbishop of Cologne and the
Margraf of Baden to examine anew into the affair,
and to send the acts into the imperial chancery, and,
finally, to set the complainant free on his oath, or on
his giving bail to appear at Nuremberg. As this pro-
ceeding can only be ascribed to the influence of the
Secret Tribunals, bent on annoying the order, it
serves to show what their power and consequence
must have been at that time.

Two years afterwards it was clearly proved at
Vienna that the bond had been forged, at the desire
of Hans David, by a scholar of Elbingen, named
Rothofé. As the case against the former was now
so plain, it might be supposed that he would be
punished at once. Instead of that, the emperor re-
ferred the parties to the pope, as Hans David had
struck a prior of the order, and this last was not
content with the satisfaction accorded by the emperor.

The cause of the order was triumphant in Rome
also, yet still Hans David found means to keep off
the execution of the sentence already passed on him
at Vienna. It was not till after the death of the then
Grand' Master that final judgment was formally de-
livered by Cardinal Jossi, and Hans David, his com-
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rade Paul Frankleuen, and the Count Mangolt, were
condemned to perpetual silence, and to payment of the
sum of 6,000 Rhenish florins to the order, and, in case
of disobedience, they were declared to be outlawed.
All this, however, did not yet avail, and two years
afterwards Jossi was obliged to apply to the emperor
for the aid of the temporal arm for the execution of
the sentence. The chaplain of the order at Vienna
also found that Hans David had still the art to de-
ceive many and guin them over to his cause, and he
accordingly took care to have the whole account of
his conduct posted up on the church-doors.

Still the unwearied Hans David did not rest. He
now went to the Free-tribunal at Waldeck, and had
the art to deceive the count by his false representa-
tions. He assured him that the order had offered
him no less than 15,000 florins and an annuity, if
he would let his action drop; that they would have
been extremely well content if he had escaped out
of prison at Cologne, but that he preferred justice
and truth to liberty. The order however succeeded
here again in detecting and exposing his arts, and
the count honestly confessed that he had been de-
ceived by him. He cast him off forthwith, and Hans
David, ceasing to annoy the order, devoted himself
to astrology and conjuring for the rest of his days*.

He had, however, caused othe rder abundance of

* The following is one of his predictions, delivered by him,
under the name of Master Von Dolete, in the year 1457: “In
the ensuing month, September, the sun will appear like a
black dragon; cruel winds will blow, the sea will roar, and
men will be knocked to pieces by the wind. The sun will then
be turned to blood ; that betokeneth war in the East and West.
A mighty emperor will die; the earth will quake, and few
men will remain alive. Wherefore secure your houses and
chambers ; lay up provisions for thirty days in caverns,”” &c.,
&c. The arts or knaves and the language of impostors are
the same in all ages and countries.
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uneasiness and expense. Existing documents prove
that this affair cost them no less than upwards of
1580 ducats, and 7000 florins, which must be in a
great measure ascribed to the secret machinations of
the Free-tribunals, anxious to depress the Teutonic
Knights, who stood in their way.

In 1410 the Wild and Rhein Graf was summoned
before the tribunal at Nordernau, and, in 1454, the
Duke of Saxony before that at Limburg. The
Elector-Palatine found it difficult, in 1448, to defend
himself against a sentence passed on him by one of
the Fehm-courts. Duke Henry of Bavaria found
it necessary, on the following occasion, actvally to
become a frei-schippe in order to save himself. One
Gaspar, of Torringen, had accused him before the
tribunal of Waldeck of ““having taken from him his
hereditary office of Chief Huntsman; of having
seized and beaten his huntsmen and servants, taken
his hounds, battered down his castle of Torringen,
and taken from his wife her property and jewels, in
despite of God, honour, and ancient right.” The
free-count forthwith cited the duke, who applied to
the emperor Sigismund, and procured an inhibition
to the count. The duke found it necessary, notwith-
standing,, to appear before the court; but he adopted
the expedient of getting himself made a frei-schoppe,
and then, probably in consequence of his rank and
influence, procured a sentence to be passed in accor-
dance with his wishes. Gaspar, who was probably
an injured man, appealed to the emperor, who re-
ferred the matter to the Archbishop of Cologne, and
we are not informed how it ended.

But the audacity of the free-counts went so far
as even to cite the head of the empire himself before
their tribunals. The imperial chancery having, for
just and good cause, declared several free-counts and
their Tribunal-lord, Walrabe of Waldeck, to be out-
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CuarreEr VII.

Cauge of the degeneracy of the Fehm-courts—Attempts at
reformation—Causes of their high reputation—Case of the
Duke of Wiirtemberg—Of Kerstian Kerkerink—Causes of
the decline of the Fehm-jurisdiction.

THE chief cause of the degeneracy of the Fehm-

-courts was the admission of improper persons into

the society. Originally, as we have seen, no man

was admitted to become a schippe without pro-
ducing satisfactory evidence as to ine correctness of

‘his character but now, in the case of either count or

schoppe, a sufﬁcient sum of money availed to super-

sede inquiry, and the consequence was that men of
the most disgraceful charactexs frequently presided
at the tribunals and wielded the formidable powers of
the society. A writer in the reign of Sigismund
says, “that those who had gotten authority to hang
men were hardly deserving enough to keep pigs;
that they were themselves well worthy of the gallows
if one cast a glance over their course of life; that
they left not unobserved the mote in their brother’s

.eye, but overlooked the beam in their own, &c.”” And

it required no small courage in the writer thus to

express himself; for, according to his own testimony,
people then hardly ventured even to speak of the

Secret Tribunals, so great was the awe in which they

were held.

The consequence was that Justlce was not to be
had at any tribunal which was presided over by cor-
rupt judges, as they selected assessors, and even by-
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a time when he perhaps least dreaded it, and when'
he held his victim, whose cries to justice had brought
it on him, in the greatest contempt; for, like the

Nemesis, or the “gloom-roaming” Erinnys of an-

tiquity, the retributive jussice of the Fehm-tribunals
moved to _vengeance with stealthy pace, and caught
its victim in the midst of his secunty

A second cause was the opinion of these courts
having been instituted by Charles the Great, a
monarch whose memory was held in such high esti-
mation and such just veneration during the middle
ages. Emperors thought themgelves bound to treat
with respect the institution of him from whom they
derived their authority ; and the clergy themselves,
exempt from its jurisdiction, were disposed to view
with favour an institution established by the monarch
to whomn the Church was so deeply indebted, and of
whose objects the punishment of heretics was one of
the most prominent.

A third, and not the least important cause, was
the excellent organization of the society, which en-
abled it to give such effect to its decrees, and to
which nothing in those times presented any parallel.
The veil of secrecy which enveloped all its proceed-
ings, and the number of agents ready to execute its
mandates, inspired awe; the strict inquiry which
was known to be made into the character of a man
before he was admitted into it gained it respect. Its
sentences were, though the proofs were unknown,
believed to have emanated from justice ; and bad men
trembled, and good men rejoiced, as they beheld the
body of a criminal suspended from a tree, and the
schoppe’s knife stuck beside it to intimate by whom
he had been judged and condemned.

The reign of the Emperor Maximilian was a
period of great reform in Germany, and his esta-
blishment of the Perpetual Public Peace, and of

/


















SECRET TRIBUNALS OF WESTPHALIA. 407

influence and reputation, shared the fate of every
thing human, whose character isinstability and decay,
and have left only their memorial behind them,
, It is an important advance in civilization, and a
great social gain, to have got rid, for all public pur-
poses, of Secret Societies—both of their existence and
of theiruse ; for, that, like most of the other obsolete
forms into which the arrangements of society have at
one time or other resolved themeslves, some of these
mysterious and exclusive institutions, whether for pre-
serving knowledge or dispensing justice, served, each
in its day, purposes of the highest utility, which appa-
rently could not have been accomplished by any
other existing or available contrivance, has been
sufficiently shown by the expositions that have been
given, in the preceding pages, of the mechanism and
working of certain of the most remarkable of their
number. But it has been made at least equally evi-
dent that the evils attendant upon their operation,
and inherent in their nature, were also very great,
and that, considered even as the suitable remedies
for a most disordered condition of human affairs,
they were at best only not quite so bad as the dis-
ease. They were institutions for preserving know-
ledge, not by promoting, but by preventing that
diffusion of it which, after all, both gives to it its chief
value, and, in a natural state of things, most effec-
tually ensures its purification, as well as its increase ;
and for executing justice, by trampling under foot
the rights alike of' the wrong-doer and of his victim.
Mankind may be said to have stepped out of night
into day, in having thrown off the burden and
bondage of this form of the social system, and having
attained to the power of pursuing knowledge in the
spirit of knowledge, and justice in the spirit of justice.
We have now escaped {rom that state of confusion
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and conflict in which one man’s gain' was necessarily
another man’s loss, and are fairly on our way towards
that opposite state in which, in everything, as far as
the constitution of this world will permit, the gain of

one shall be the gain of all. This latter, to whatever .

degree it mdy be actually attainable, is the proper
hope and goal of all human civilization.

THE END.
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