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NOTES TROM THE ADYAR LIBRARY.
Andra Saririka.*
- A copy of the above work, a Telugn commentary on the Brahma
S utras of Badarayana, has been received in the Adyar Oriental Library.
On carefully studying it, it appears that the subject is well treated, and
the Sutras well explained according to the interpretation of Sri Sanka-
racharya; the material translation (Telugu) of the Sutras forming an
important feature of the work, Sri Sankaracharya’s interpretation of
Upanishad vakyas (extracts from the Upanishads to explain the text
of the Sutras) are very accurately translated. 1n this respect it can be
said that it is superior to the English translation of the Brahma Sutras
by the Rev, Dr. Bannerji. The author acknowledges having secured
the assistauce of a good Pandit, and the work itself shows that such
was the case. The great want felt by the Theosophists and non-Theo-
sophists in the Telagu districts, of really good Vedantic works in the
Telugu langunage, is, in a great measure, supplied by the one undcr

" Review.

ORIENTAT, LIBRARY, } Paxoir N, Buasuva CHARYA,

Apyag, 17th July 1689,

SIDDANTHA-SARA.

Tt is very much to be desired that Babn Manilal Nabhubhai Dvivedi
would translate into English and pablish his new work entitled ‘“ Siddan-
tha Siva."t

T'he work, which is written in Guzerati, is “an outline of the
history of thought in India, terminating with an attempt to point out
the basis of universal religion.”

The book treats of the Vedic period, the Brihmavas, Aranyakas and
Upanishads ; Sutras and Smritis ; the Darsanas, the Puranas, Tantras,
and Idol-worship ; the Samprodayas aud Panthas ; Karma, etc., and ends
with chapters on Western science and thought.

A synopsis in English precedes the text, and the English prefaco
explains the scope of the work., In it we read: ‘ Ancient India is
generally acknowledged, on all hands, to be the cradle of civilization and
religion. The religion of ancient lndia has, however, nothing so
peculiar in it as to render it special property. Moreover science and

. religion, so far as the ancient teaching is concerned, are convertible

terms. The religion of ancient India is, therefore, the common
property -of mankind. The conclusions of modern science checked
by the wisdom of antignity appear untenable, and most disas-
trous in their ethical results. The stir of the present centary, while it
is the knell of all religions is, at the same time, the travail preceding a
magnificent birth. The ago of ““idol”—atry is ut an end. The Great
Iconoclast is up with his hammer : It is time for the theologian to break
open the shells of their belief ; it is time for antiqnarians to step over the
boundary of myths, words and forms; it is time for scientists to break
the charmed circle “ this much and no more.” A universal religion of
truth, if it can be demonstrated, is the most craving necessity of the day,

We recommend the work to the attention of those who can read
Guzerati.

#ANDHRA SARIRARA: written in accordance with the Brahma Sutras of Badara-
yana, the commentary of Sri Sankaracharya and that of Ramanandas. By RA1 BAHADUR
V. JAcANNATHA Row PaNTULU, assisted by BRAHMASRT MAHABHASHYAM VENKATRA-
MANA SASTRI GARU. Empress of India Press, Madras, 1889. Part I containing the lst
para. of the 1st Adhyaya.

+ SippaxTHA SARs, by MaNILAL Nasnupuat Dviveps, Nirnaya-Sagara Dress,
Bombay, 1889,

Sff
THE THEOSOPHIST.

VOL. X. No. 120.-—-SEPTEMBER 1889,

YT i 91 99: |
THERE IS NO RELIGION HIGHER THAN TRUTH,

[Family motto of the Maharajahs of Benares.]

CENTRES OF THE THEOSOPHICAL MOVEMENT.

MY old friend and colleague and a co-Founder of the Society,
L Mr. William Q. Judge, has sent me a long article taking:
exception to certain ideas embodied in two articles which appeared
in the June Theosophist. They are respectively entitled Applied
Theosophy,” and “ The Situation.” The criticism of Mr. Judge is
marked by his usual force and directness, but at the same time con-
tains passages of a far too personal character for me to admiit them,
To do so would be to depart from the policy of editorial dignity,
which I have promised myself to follow out so long as I am thé
responsible Editor of this Magazine. I have taken no part, nor shall
L, in the various unseemly quarrels, public and private, which the
friction of ¢ strong personalities’ among us has and probably always
will engender. They are mostly unimportant, involving no great
principle or vital issue, and therefore beneath the interest of thosa
who have the high purposes and aims of the Society at heart.
The great healer”—Time—always sets things right. For none
of my colleagues have I a stronger regard and friendship than
for Mr. Judge, for no one of them has worked by my side during
these past fourteen years with more singleness of purpose or
loyalty to our ideal. ~Officially, I have ever supporte«f him when
he was in tho right, and in the present instance prove my personal
regard by omitting parts of his article which are irrelevant to the
1ssue and injurious to his reputation for calmness and impartiality,

He quotes approvingly from the first of the two articles under
notice the following passage :

“But it is only as a united whole that the Theo i i
be a power in the world for good, or a vehicle feors (zﬁgl:ft]rusiggcc?&ocr%g o‘;vii;
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Fellows;” and although this is not a new idea, it is the one which has been
insisted on from the beginning by the Founders, expressed in the funda-
mental object of Universal Brotherhood, and again and again revived in
various letters received from those beings who lmvg had oug Soclet in
charge. The nest sentence following that just quoted is: * The action of the
Theosophical Society is on the planc of ideus” ;

Of which he remarks that :

“This is undoubtedly true, but is not a proper premise on which to build
the remainder of the article.”

Mr. Judge thinks he has found in another passage the hidden
motive of the writer, viz., that

e » is mot o place only, it is @ principle. It is @ name which :.mght to
carryA'z(}Jzilﬁbr izsa, powg)r far g'r'e/ater than that conveyed by the name Ttome.
Adyar is the centre of the Theosophical m(:vemcnt——not 7 Duke St.
Adelphi, "nor ‘ Post Office Box 2659, New York.” Every loyal fe]low‘ has in
his heart a little * Adyar.”* The writer wishes to make a second ‘ Rome
upon the material plane, a dogma in bnpks and mortar, as he cannot have a,l
dogma in words and declarations, such is the yvholg, d’l'l'ft 'Of the article, anc
i{he last one of the same issuc entitled ¢ The Situation’ is intended to support

_and enforce the first.”

Misconceiving the perfectly plain meaning of Lis author, Mr.Judge
reads into this innocent passage the idea that the very name of
Adyar—i. e., the T. S. Head-quarters—should have an even greater
dogmatic theocratic value to all members of our.Soc1ety, than has
the name of Rome to the devout Roman Catholic who accepts the
infallibility of the Pope ! Reading the article now for the first time,
what I see is that the writer meant to imply that our movement
should have an ideal as well as an executive centre; and that,
since there must be a crystallizing centre of our hidden Spll"ltll?l
force, the natural and only theoretical point would be the Society’s
Head-quarters. And our hidden Founders being real powers,
not mere talk like the infallibility of the Pope, that central
nucleus of ours should carry with it an idea of a greater force
than the name of the Eternal City. I know the writer in question

- to be a man as loyal to the core as Mr. Judge or myself to the

Theosophical cause, its projectors, and their agents. He is as
far from holding to such a pitiful notion as his eritic would fasten
upon him, as Mr. Judge is from that of training for the Papacy.
No one, surely, would dream of imputing to myself such non-
sense as the assumption of personal infallibility or autocracy, in
face of my persistent refusal to allow myself to be taken as guide,
uru, teacher or leader, and my passionate 1nsistence upon every-
ody’s depending solely upon himself, and rejecting all orders,
writings, dogmas, ceremonies and traditions, offered authoritatively
and without granting full opportunity for free thought and private
judgment. Whatever wrong may ever be charged against mo
ereafter, that sin against manhood and truth never will. J;A,n'(l
T venture to say that the author of “ Applled Theosophy” is
equally blameless in the present instance. So, let that pass.

i ho
* ticle quoted from there is no full stop .hgre. After a comma t
eentg,:c: ]:)eroz;e‘ds : ?‘for e has in him & spark of the spiritual fire which tho namo

typifies.”
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Having rebelled against his mayavic delusion that Adyar is
to be our Rome pontitical, Mr, Judge asks:

“ But was Adyar ever the centre of this movement ? Is it now ? And where
i.':i the centre ? In what place should it be ? These arc questions to be answer-
ed.

“The centre of the movement was once in New York City, and was found
in the person of H. P. Blavatsky; she moved to Bombay, taking the centre
with her, and for a short time she remained in Adyar, wherc then there
was a centre, for where she is burns the flame that draws its force from
‘the plane of ideas’ upon which works ‘the action of the Theosophical
Society,” as the writer of the articles mentioned so justly says. The mere
location of the President in Adyar, and the existence of a library there, do
not make that spot our ‘Rome.” It was in obedience to the orders of those
Beings behind the Society that Col. Olecott moved the Head-quarters to India,
and by readingour Rules we find that they always provided for an ambulatory
head-quarters until the last Convention, when the author of these articles made
them permanent. What would become of this new Rome—Adyar—if an order
were received for Col. Olcott and H. P. Blavatsky to betake themselves to
America once more and there set up the Theosophical Society Head-quarters ?
Such a thing might happen. 1t happened before, and the channel for the
order was H. P. Blavatsky. Docs any one suppose that either Col. Olcott
or H. P. Blavatsky would be obstructed in their actions by the ‘ Revised
Rules'?”

Here are many questions, and some conundrums. If my eminent,
though irascible, colleague has time to consult history, he will
find it stated in the Society’s ‘Rules’ of 1879—the year of our
arrival in India—that the Head-quarters of the Society “are for
the time being where the President-Founder may be.”

The “ Revised Rules” of 1880 repeat this statement verbatim.

These Rules held good for two years. Butin the Convention of
December 1832 the following resolution was passed: “That the
Head-quarters of the Society be lixed at Madras until further
change is found necessary.” This led to a verbal alteration of
the clause in question in the Rules of 1883 ; the wording therein
being: “whose Head-quarters are for the time bcing in that
locality where the President-Founder may fix his official resi-
dence.”

By the Convention of December 1883 the following clause was
added to the foregoing (which is repeated verbatim) : “ Annually on
the 27th of December and succeeding days, a Convention of the
General Council meets at the permanent Indian Head-quarters,
Adyar, Madras”; and the Rule is thus stated in the Rules of 1884.

In the “Revised Rules” passed by the Convention of December
1884, and known as those of 1885, considerable changes are made :
the “Objects” and ‘ Rules” which before were separate, being
now amalgamated. In these Revised Rules themselves no mention

occurs of the location of the Head-quarters, but appended to the
« Ifist of Branches” there is the following declaration, printed in
italics :

“The permanent Head-quarters and Postal address of the Theoso-
phical Society are at Avyar (Madras), India, where all communica-
tions should invariably be addressed.”’

In the Rules of 1886 (passed by the next following Convention),
the first Rule in the Section on Organization runs as follows :

‘“The Society shall have its Head-quarters at Adyar, Madras.”
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The Rules of 1887 and 1888 repeat that clause verbatim.

The Revised Rules of 1889 re-introduce the word “ permanent,”
the clause being in these words:

“ The Head-quarters of the Society.are permanently established
at Adyar, Madras, India.”*

The early moveability of Head-quarters was due to the Society’s
living in rented houses in New York and Bombay, liable to be
shifted from place to place : a condition which ceased with the
purchase of the Adyar property. And because, moreover, the
whole Executive responsibility had been centered from the first in
the President, to whom, by most unequivocal action of the Council
in New York (as attested by the Council Records, in Mr. Judge’s
own handwriting, now at Adyar) had been granted absolute and
unlimited discretion as to the practical management of our affairs.
No Council ever gave me as President the color of spiritual autho-
rity, nor did I ever pretend to such. It was Madame Blavatsky
who taught and introduced me to my Initiators, but it was I who
gave officially to her last year, a charter to form her Esoteric
Section. Between her and myself there was never any dispute
upon these points, she sustaining my exoteric authority as loyally
as 1 have ever recognized her superior connection with the
“ Founders” : by whom I do not mean the poor pigmies known by
the world under that title.

Col. Olcott did not move the Head-quarters to India by any
one’s orders: his “orders” came from the depths of his own

_heart, where lay a magnetisable core that was irresistibly drawn

by the magnet of the Himalayas. Life had become bitter to him
and unbearable, away from the Holy Land of the Teachers. What
he did get was the time to start ; and when he arrived, instead of
being permitted to go into the seclusion he coveted, he was
bidden to seek those he yearned for ‘through the Theosophical
Society, learning the first great lesson of unselfishness.” If in the
course of the Society’s development the transfer of Head-quarters
should ever be advisable—which neither I nor Mr. Judge can now
forecast—doubtless I shall receive direct notice with ample time

‘to make all the necessary arrangements in a business-like and

constitutional manner.

Nor was Madame Blavatsky any more than myself the * Foun-
der” of the Society: neither of us was anything more than a
willing agent. Misinformed enthusiasts have sung this pzan theso
several years past, and I have let it pass as too unimportant to
trouble myself about. But when it is a question of papal
infallibilities and Romes, it is just as well to say it was I who
proposed the formation of the Society, who had all the early bur-

‘den of guiding its infant steps, and who, after the collapso

of the original legislative scheme of Rules and Bye-Laws,

‘had—as above remarked—all the executive responsibility. The

scheme of utilising such an agency as thisin the general move-
ment of the world’s thought at the presént Karmic ecrisis,

* The statement which Mr. Judge has made and published that the Convention
of 1888 altered the *‘ Objecty”’ of the Theosophical Society is equally devoid of
oundation.—HKd. -
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originated, as both my critical and criticized colleagues agree,
upon the “plane of ideas,” and among personages the latchets of
whose shoes neither Madame Blavatsky nor I, nor any one of our
associates, is worthy to unloose. Yet she was the intermediary
between them and me, thus earning my lifelong gratitude, as she
long ago did by brotherly love and loyalty. Assuredly, wherever
she finds herself, whether in her permanent home here, in Adyar,
or temporarily, as in London or elsewhere, there burns the Theoso-
phical “ flame :”—if Mr. Judge had said ¢ cyclone,” he would still
have been within the mark. And it is a Hame that burns up a
great deal of fellowship chaff, and melts a great deal of dross out
of pretentious, emotional, over-confident members and ‘ sym-
pathizers !’ Like the active volcano, she throws out a good deal of
lava, scoria and sulphur, but like it she often uncovers gold and
silver veins of arcane truth for those who are not too blind to see it.

Having trodden his bogey Rome under feet, Mr, Judge makes
us a fair proposition ; thus:— '

“ But let us a moment calmly examine our field of work with its possibilities.
It is significant that H. P. Blavatsky started the Theosophical Society in
New York and not in India. Does not this, together with subsequent events,
give one a clear view of reasons, causes, and probable results. When this was
done in America there was no following here ; the Society from any ordinary
standpoint would have been pronounced a still-birth. But the vortex, having
whirled the appointed time in the first chosen spot, moves over to India,
where after a time Branches began to spring up, and then likea pendulum-
swing the influence once more reaches America, where in three years there
have suddenly appeared an interest and a growth surpassing those of the
preceding ten years in the whole area of the Society’s operations.”

Why does my friend calmly ignore Ceylon, where the result
of our movement has been the revival of Buddhism, where I have
just formed five new Branches, and where it was never so strong
and active as now ; and is not tho pendulum swinging over Japan,
where the nation has just been stirred to its depths by the
message of international Brotherhood? Mr., Judge should
prick a pin-hole in the map of the United States which he is hold-
ing before his eyes, and look across the Pacific. He thinks the
American revival not due to the—

“ Existence of either the Bombay or the Adyar Head-quarters, but main]y
to the unflinching and constant work of H. P. Blavatsky and Colonel Olcott.”

For my part, I think it due to the rush of a certain spiritual
wave around the globe, upon the crest of which all spiritual reform-
ers are swimming. It was our good Karma to have been born
and brought together at the right time to take part in the splendid
work. Pity we Theosophists have not been able to do more;
greater pity that we should not be able to avoid misunderstandings

.which cripple our efforts.

Passing over paragraphs about the past and present condition
of the Indian and British Branches, which embody mistakes I
should have to correct, and which are not vitally important, I come
to the following items of interest :

“In America are 26 actual working Branches, and a state of things with

a quality of material and a potentiality for the future not equalled any-
where, and still less understood in either India or England, Let readers
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examine the article entitled “ A Few Words from California” in the June
The, ist in connection with this one. .
I{L‘eﬁgg;ﬁbl;glg the words of the writer of tl'lc.S_'e.c'ret Doctrm.c, we muft. re-
gard America as a theosophical field of vast possibilities. According to her, it is
here that the next race is to be evolved, and that opinion is shared .lfy mal?ly
physicians,acute observers on the spot,who say they see already the lpdxbputa: (é
evidence of that fusion of bloods and differentiation of race which indicate a g zzh
changeofsome sort in the people who shall one day be the American na:;mﬁ.
over this country, now that the inevitable roar of laughter has subside },lt cO80-
phical ideas are taking root and the doctrines brought forward by t 'Fhmem-
bers of the Society are receiving earnest attention. By taking up a ‘ eos.g-

hical map of the United States, we find the Branches scattered all across i 3
Four thousand miles of territory. Every month will add more of these, an
in the course of three years it may happen that there will be m.t;hl?1 he]ﬁl nl10rtf>

roups of Theosophists and members-at-large than there are in the who q: }(1)
surope and Asia. All that has come about up to the present time 1;1 ! ¢
movement_here, has been the result of the earnest craving of the‘ eople hor
our thoughts and formulations of doctrine. But if preachers of T eosz Y
earnest, well-read members, should travel a_Jbout the United Statgs, 1ere
would be in two years 100 new Branches, besides the numerous mem ﬁrs 2}1:-
attached. As our body is governed by votes, it might then happen t att e
Americans would remove the Head-quarters to the centre of this cou}!: ry.
That centre—leaving out of view the projection of Alaska in the 1}1lortb——1's
somewhere in Nebraska, and there is a very old tradition among t <f3 abori-
gines that in Nebraska once lived a powerful king ruling a nation of magi-
cians. History often repeats itself.”

As for the evolution of the Sixth Race, we may leave that to
our grandchildren of the twentieth generation to discuss. Before
they come upon the scene Adyar and New York may have been
engulphed in the ocean, and new Head-quarters be established on
the topmost layer of soil that hides the archaic remains of our

resent quarrelsome race. . .
P Iam Eot quite converted to the project of shifting our Library
and archives to Nebraska, because a legendary king of magicians
is said to have once lived there. In truth it rather susprises mo
that Mr. Judge, who has been in India, should have cited the

. fact as of any weight in the argument. India, as he knows, was

the home of the Rishis and is that of their successors, which would
seem to give it far more the character of a Holy Land than
Nebraska derives from the alleged circumstance of her ]zfehlstom’c,:
Magus. If it comes to a question of votes apart from  orders,
and our American Section should be able to outvote all the
others in the General Council, nobody would have a word to szll‘y
as to its legality or constitutionality. It would then Onlﬂ
be required that I should make up my mind whether I ‘WOEI
resign my office and identify myself wholly with the work in t 1((13
Orient, or turn over the Adyar property to some new-created
Vice-President or other person, and go to the Nebraskan  centre
tex whirl was spinning. ) .

ngle‘gigfgv%s view that “Illppligd Theosophy” is neither tﬁe
fixing of our Society centre in one or the other locality, nor t (E
creation of a sectarian solidarity, mor the adoption of a dsetho
Rules, nor something else, Mr. Judge asks what it is, and thus
answers himself and concludes—

i i i hical doctrine

“Iti i following out in our lives of every Theosophic: C
andI]grl:czpstl?;egztermined% constant promulgation of those doctrm%g 3fn dléfs
incarnation, Karma, and the Spiritual Identity of all men, that our Fo :
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divected us to bring forward; a constant endeavour to realize the Universal
Brotherhood within ourselves, in order that we may be tit units in the
nucleus of that Brotherhood which the Society was formed to bring about ;
it is the endeavour to carry out in all things the behests of the divine will,
which can only be done by that one who is truly devoted.

“ Let those seeds of jealousy die therefore, and no more be revived by talk-
ing about any one place, being the Rome of our Theosophical Society.

Wirtiay Q. Jupee.”

One point has not been discussed which should not be passed
over, viz., is there any necessity for the existence of a centre of the
whole Theosophical movement? I can hardly see room for two
opinions about it, and would not advert to were it not virtually
raised in Mr. Judge’s article. This movement covers almost the
whole world already in its geographical distribution, and would
seem likely to do so fully in the near future. How could it get on
without an organizing centre ? In America, when there were but
a few branches, the machinery of an administrative Committee, or
Board of Control, had to be devised : when nine had come into
existence, there had to be a much more perfect organization and
our American Secction was the result. The work could not go on
without it mow, and if it were abolished tomorrow there would
soon follow a collapse of the movement as an entity, and the 26
Branches would fall into the state of small moribund clubs, To
carry on the business of the Section requires a central office, clerks,
supervisors, books of record and account, a bank book, a depository
for papers and other archives. They have also found it expedient
to print a magazine, books and pamphlets, organize a library,
and have a reception room for visitors. And to pay for all this,
funds are drawn from a scale of fees and dues. If the necessity
for a Sectional centre be conceded, how much more necessary is
a general centre, or Head-quarters, for the entire movement,
whose official business is with all the Sections, isolated Branches,
and unattached Fellows in extra-Sectional countries, the world
over ; whose archives comprise the documentary history of the
Society from the beginning ; whose literary field far overlaps
the boundaries of any Section ; whose administrative purview
takes in the theosophical activities in every quarter of the
earth ; whose duty it is to enter new fields, awaken interest
in previously unsolicited nations, organize new Branches,
and form the nuclei of new Sections ; whose Executive is the
acknowledged Court of Appeal in all controversies between Sec-
tions, Branches, and individual Fellows, the official Trustee of
Society property, the administrative representative of the constitu-
tional authority of the Council, and the special custodian of those
two certain pieces of movable property, to be nameless here, but
which Fellows know about, which are the palladium of the Socicty.
What the heart is to the body, the Head-quarters is to the Society,
the working centre of its vital action. Its existence is what makes
Theosophy a “ going concern,” as contrasted with Spiritualism,
whichsuffers for lackof a practical working centre,—a fact which the
most sensible Spiritualists have been affirming for many years past.
Non-sectarian, impartial as to the various religious attachments of
ourmembers, itrepresents—-alone canrepresent—-the idea of Univer-





























































































